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THE AUSTRALIAN ISRAELITE." 

 

The first number of a new Journal made its appearance Melbourne on Friday, the 30th ultimo, under 

the above title. We are under the impression that a periodical such as the title imports it to be, will 

prove of great convenience and utility to the Jewish community generally throughout the Australian 

colonies and it appears strange that a body of our follow-colonists so wealthy and Influential as the 

Jews are known to be, have not hitherto specially represented by the press. In Its opening remarks, 

the editor says 

"The Hebrew race, now scattered for centuries throughout every country on the globe, have ever 

had In their dispersion some great link which united them In one bond, and which kept them from 

being lost among the nations amidst whom they dwell. When fugitives from the land of their 

heritage, seeking a home and refuge in the land of the stranger, the sway of the Prince of the 

Captivity, and the authority of the Patriarch of the West, preserved Israel as a distinct people. In 

after years. when dire sorrow bore them down, that touch of nature which ‘makes the whole world 

kin' united them by the strong ties of sympathy and brotherhood. When bowed down by 

oppression, by tyranny and contumely, they found comfort In the Synagogue, where, united by a 

common worship, together they prayed for release. In the brighter and happier days which followed, 

the synagogue still continued to be the House of Assembly, around which the people centred; and 

within Its portals and through Its influence the bond of kindred was fostered and strengthened. But 

time, In Its onward march, has made many changes in the position of the Jew, weakening many of 

the ancient bonds. God be praised, oppression no longer exists, and the Jew, now equal with his 

neighbour; can aspire to every position to life. But some point is still required around which the Jew 

can rally so as not to become entirely absorbed by those with whom he Is surrounded. The 

Synagogue, now devoted to Its legitimate purpose as the House of Prayer, cannot unaided effect 

that purpose; It is therefore on. the Press we must now greatly depend, combined with the Influence 

of the Synagogue, to foster the tie of brotherhood; to keep the peculiar people distinct; to preserve 

the race pure and unsullied so that it can accomplish the Heavenly-appointed mission for which it 

was selected." 


