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In April this year, my family and I were lucky enough to travel to Israel for a 
vacation. It was an exciting opportunity to see my cousins again, and to 
get to know them better. 

We were greeted excitedly at the arrivals hall by my aunt Rochelle and 
youngest cousin Meirav. Waiting patiently in the Kibbutz minibus outside 
was my uncle, Shaul Ben-Dov. After many years, memories of my uncle 
were fairly vague, yet from the moment we reacquainted at the airport 
Shaul's warm and outgoing personality was obvious. Smiling, friendly and 
trying to make conversation although struggling a little with the ;:'nglish, 
Shaul made us feel comfortable and at home. f 

It was Pesach and Shaul had taken a few weeks off work. He readily 
became our 'tour guide', introducing us to the wonderful sights and 
experiences that Israel has to offer. His exceptional knowledge of the 
country soon became apparent as he offered many anecdotes and facts 
about every place we visited or passed along the way. Shaul's insightful, 
energetic personality and wealth of knowledge inspired me to interview 
him. The story he told was more interesting than I could have imagined. 

The best way to appreciate Shaul's story is to understand the three main 
dimensions of his life; his passionate participation in Israel's history, his 
contribution to the development of the Kibbutz movement, and his 
devotion to family life. His recount of seeing Egyptian commando 
helicopters flying over his head at Abu Rudays in the Suez Canal at the 
start of the Yorn Kippur war is remarkable. His views on the necessity for 
the Kibbutz movement to make the paradoxical shift from socialism to 
privatization provoke interesting thought. 

I would like to acknowledge Shaul, Rochelle, Michal, Jonathan, Nadav, 
Avishai, Matan, Gad, Moor, Meirav and Granny Greta, and thank them 
for making our trip so memorable, and for making us a part of their lives, 
albeit for such a brief interlude. 

To Shaul, our tireless, ever patient, easygoing guide and friend: Thank you 
for the countless hours showing us the many sights, and providing 
interesting facts and information about so many places. You gave us the 
opportunity to experience first hand the Israeli culture, and talked so 
openly about your experiences, beliefs and family history. 

Thank you for sharing your story. 
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The twentieth century has been one of the most eventful periods of Jewish 
History. One event that is close to the heart of every Zionist around the 
world is the creation of our very own state - the State of Israel. Her history 
as an independent state is fraught with drama and conflict; however she 
has also seen many miracles. Created only fifty-nine years ago with the 
end of the British mandate in 1948, throughout the twentieth century Israel 
has grown and developed into the strong, thriving country that we see 
today. 

But what is the most significant aspect of Israel's history? Is it the culture, 
the food, the politics, the art? Is it the constant conflict and struggle for 
peace? Or is it, in fact, the people themselves? The people who have 
weathered Israel's storms, fought her wars, and each created their 
individual lives embodying the creation of our Jewish homeland, Eretz 
Yisrael. 

One such person is Shaul Ben-Dov. Born in 1950 to Sara and Meir Ben-Dov 
just two years after the creation of the State of Israel, Shaul was "born with 
the nation" . His birth was soon after the establishment of the State and 
subsequent War of Independence. His life, therefore, runs parallel to the 
history of the land itself. 

In the words of Shaul Ben-Dov, "My story is the story of Israel". 

kM~~ 

The reason that his family settled in Israel is an interesting one. Although 
Shaul and his siblings were born in Israel, his father Meir originated from 
Canada. Meir's mother became very ill with cancer in her early forties, 
and passed away when Meir was only eleven years old. On her death 
bed, she instructed her beloved husband that upon her passing he was to 
take Meir - along with his four younger brothers and sisters - to the land of 
Israel. Only six months later the five young children and their father began 
the long journey to Israel by boat. Their mother's love for the land is what 
brought them there, and this passion has evidently passed on to all her 
descendents. Thus, in 1924 Meir Ben-Dov arrived in Israel to begin his new 
life there. 

Meir was a bright young man and finished high school at the age of 
seventeen after skipping two grades. After school he joined a socialist 
youth movement along with his brothers and sisters. One by one, they left 
their fathers home to go and work the land on Kibbutzim. This was not the 
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beginning of the Kibbutz movement - the first Kibbutz, Deganiah, had 
been founded in 1909 - however it was still in the very early stages of 
development. It was at this time that he met Sara. 

Sara too had immigrated to Israel from abroad, however her family 
originated from Poland. They moved to Israel in 1924 when there was a 
large amount of immigration from Poland, both to Israel and America. The 
major difference between the two family immigrations was the different 
ideology behind each one. Sara's family had lived a comfortable life as 
middle class citizens in Poland, and wanted to move to the new town of 
Tel Aviv for the same lifestyle that they were accustomed to. Meir's father, 
however, believed it was important to rebuild , farm, and replenish the 
land. The socialist ideology was fast gaining momentum, and Sara soon 
joined the same socialist youth movement as Meir. Together, they were 
part of a group of about ten Israelis who lived together in a makeshift 
camp. Meir and Sara were married whilst living in this camp, and it was 
there that they had Shaul's oldest brother, Moshe. One year later the 
group formed Kibbutz Beit Oren, near Haifa. This kibbutz would be the 
future birthplace of Shulah, Leah, and on September the 5th 1950, Shaul. 

A~ S/.,."1'-, ~ 

Whilst they were living in Beit Oren, the 1948 War of Independence broke 
out. The brand new State of Israel was invaded by five neighbouring Arab 
nations, and was forced to quickly find her feet. Although Meir was 
already reaching thirty-five and too old to participate in combat, his 
intimate knowledge of the area meant that he was often involved in 
showing the army forces how to get around the land in a way that was 
advantageous. 

Another problem faced Israel just before the War of Independence. After 
the holocaust, many people surged to Israel seeking refuge from Europe's 
horrors. However, since Israel was still under the British Mandate, it was 
illegal for Israel to accept immigrants. Meir Ben-Dov played a large role in 
assisting Israeli underground forces to hide immigrants arriving at the 
beach nearby Haifa, and transporting the immigrants to Kibbutz Beit Oren. 
Before the British could realize it was happening, the immigrants were 
taken to other Kibbutzim and quickly absorbed into the Israeli population. 
Because of Meir's expert knowledge of the area, he was a key figure in 
guiding the refugees to safety. 

After the war, Communism became a strong influence in Russia. Due to 
the amount of Russian immigrants to Israel, the communist ideology 
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became prevalent in many Kibbutzim around Israel. This caused major rifts 
between communities and families, and eventually forced Shaul's family 
out of Kibbutz Beit Oren. Meir did not agree with the "Stalin is our hero"* 
ideology that many people followed, and thus decided to take his 
children and leave Beit Oren for good. But where would they go? 

Meir had three main requirements for his family's new Kibbutz home: firstly, 
it had to be on the mountains, where the farming was more challenging. 
Secondly, it had to be a place where he could make an impact - a place 
to which he could really contribute. Thirdly, it had to be a Kibbutz that 
needed a large amount of agricultural, financial and structural work. 
Kibbutz Ramat Rachel was the perfect place. 

Kibbutz Ramat Rachel is situated on a hill south of Jerusalem and just north 
of Bethlehem. It was founded in 1926 by a small group of Pioneers. 
However, Ramat Rachel had suffered greatly in the early years of her 
creation and was burnt to the ground during an attack by Arabs in 1929. 
In the 1948 war, the Kibbutz was severely attacked by the Jordanian 
army, due to her position on the border and in close proximity to 
Jerusalem. It was, because of its strategic position, very important for 
ensuring the security of Jerusalem. The Kibbutz was repeatedly conquered 
by Arab forces, won back by Israeli forces, conquered again, won back, 
and so on. Many bitter battles were fought there, and in total thirty 
Kibbutz members were killed over the period. 

By the end of the war, the borders of Israel reached out on a small finger
like piece of land, with Ramat Rachel at the tip, surrounded on three sides 
by Arab nations. Shaul and his family moved to Ramat Rachel in 1951, 
when he was one year old and the Kibbutz was still devastated from the 
war. 

Shaul recalls that at the time of his early childhood, there were only 
around forty members living on the Kibbutz. Most of the previous members 
had left due to the strains of war, and because of the heated borders 
surrounding the Kibbutz on three sides. There were twelve children in his 
class at the school that the Kibbutz organized for Kibbutz children. When 
times were rough, the children slept in small, cramped homes with their 
parents, however usually all the children bunked together in a house aptly 
called the 'children's house'. 

• All quotes unless otherwise specified are from interview with Shaul Ben-Dov, April 2007 
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Throughout his youth, the border that Ramat Rachel shared with Jordan 
was a fighting border. Although there was not constant shooting, from 
time to time a conflict would arise. In times of relative peace, when there 
were no soldiers to be seen at the border, Shaul and his friends would 
daringly dash across to the water-hole on the other side and back, a 
challenge to see who was the bravest. 

Other memories of his are not quite as fond. When Shaul was only five 
years old, an archeological congress was held on a hill nearby the 
Kibbutz. Jordanian soldiers began to shoot from the other side of the 
border, killing four and wounding over twenty people, some from the 
Kibbutz. Another time, Jordanian soldiers kidnapped two children from 
Arnona - a nearby Israeli settlement. "If Israel had security problems, 
Ra mat Rachel and Arnona were on the end of the world". They were at 
the forefront of the conflict, and usually the recipients of the attacks. 

~~w~ 

These attacks continued until the six day war. In May 1967 Egypt moved 
large numbers of troops into the Sinai Desert. They demanded that the UN 
peacekeeping forces leave the area, and put into place a blockage of 
the Straits of Tiran. They called for unified Arab action against Israel. After 
one month, Israel decided to attack. The blockage of the Straits of Tiran 
meant that the Gulf of Eilat was no longer accessible. The Gulf of Eilat was 
very important to Israel at the time, as it was where its main source of oil 
was delivered. If no ships were allowed into the Gulf of Eilat, it would be 
very difficult for oil to arrive into Israel. 

The battle that ensued was a very quick one. Israel managed to destroy 
all of Egypt's aircraft in only four hours, before they had even left the 
ground. However, that did not end the war. Jordan entered an alliance 
with Egypt, and along with other neighbouring countries, joined the war. 
Once again, Israel found herself surrounded by powerful, hostile Arab 
nations. "The armies of Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon are poised on 
the borders of Israel ... to face the challenge, while standing behind us are 
the armies of Iraq, Algeria, Kuwait, Sudan and the whole Arab nation. This 
act will astound the world. Today they will know that the Arabs are 
arranged for battle, the critical hour has arrived. We have reached the 
stage of serious action and not of more declarations." Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, May 1967. 
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During this time, Israel's main concern was that Jordan had control of the 
West Bank. This meant that a well coordinated tank attack from Arab 
forces would likely cut Israel in two with ease. Such an assault would mean 
that Arab forces would attack in a line that pointed straight towards 
Ramat Rachel. 

Whilst all of this was occurring, the Kibbutz was under heavy fire from the 
South. A bomb landed in the central dining room, sending forks from the 
set tables flying into the walls. At the time, Shaul was attending high 
school in Jerusalem, and when the situation at the Kibbutz became too 
dangerous he lodged at a friends house near school. His parents, 
however, remained at the Kibbutz. It was only four days after the 
beginning of the war that he returned to his home. At this stage, Israel had 
regained control of the old city and the war seemed to be coming to an 
end. Upon arriving at the Kibbutz, Shaul found his entire family and 
community living in the bomb shelters. He witnessed Israeli soldiers passing 
through the Kibbutz to recapture a monastery nearby which had been 
conquered by the Arabs. When they finally ventured outside the bunkers, 
they were greeted with a breathtaking panorama of the hills of 
Bethlehem dotted with small white flags. 

In the next two days, Israel endeavoured to occupy the Golan heights, 
and a ceasefire was reached. The borders of Israel had been significantly 
enlarged, and Israel's miraculous success had Israelis feeling invincible. An 
aura of heroism surrounded the entire people, and had Arabs fearing the 
unexpected strength that had been shown during the war. 

~ 
Immediately after the 1967 war, Kibbutz Ramat Rachel decided to build 
facilities such as the swimming pool and hotel, in order to provide jobs for 
the growing number of members. "When we develop ourself, we can 
provide for more and more people". Although the hotel created many 
jobs, the Kibbutz also relied on agriculture to provide jobs for its members. 

Until 1967 there was only a small amount of agriculture on the Kibbutz and 
people mostly worked outside the Kibbutz, in Jerusalem. In 1967 
arrangements were made to increase agriculture on the Kibbutz. This 
caused many people to return to working on the Kibbutz. 
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With the expansion of Israel's borders after the war and an improved 
situation on the Kibbutz, came increased freedom. Finally, at seventeen 
years old, Shaul was no longer limited to living his life within a small area. 
To him and his friends, the boundaries that once ruled their lives had just 
been significantly altered - if not removed altogether! With newfound 
respect from neighbouring Arabs, it was no longer dangerous to visit 
surrounding villages and settlements. No longer did they have to be afraid 
to go to certain places. 

They began to travel extensively around Israel, exploring the home that 
they had never really been able to move freely around. No excursion was 
too difficult, or too much of a strain. Sometimes the journeys would see the 
high-spirited wanderers travelling twenty-five to thirty-five kilometers a day 
by foot. 

One particular hike which runs from Jerusalem all the way to the dead sea 
is a track that carries many memories for Shaul. As a young man, he and 
his father undertook this hike, and years later he too took his children on 
the same path. 

It was an arid summers day, with temperatures reaching forty degrees 
celsius, the hot sun beating down on the desert track. His father was fifty 
five years old at the time, and less fit than seventeen year old Shaul. He 
began to get dehydrated, and it was clear that he could not continue. 
Shaul decided to go ahead alone to try get help for his father. In his 
pursuits he came across a small cluster of Beduin tents. When Shaul 
returned with a weary Meir they had a Beduin tea and regained the 
strength to continue. 

This story is a testament to Shaul's bravery and character. Not only did he 
persevere on the journey alone to find help - without any means of 
contacting others - but he was able to create an instant rapport with the 
Beduin tribesmen so much so that they were happy to give him and his 
father tea and a place to rest. 
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Along with the many other changes after the war, Volunteers became a 
main part of Kibbutz life. A lot of Jewish and Non-Jewish tourists visited 
from all over the world to work and live in Israel, and Ramat Rachel 
welcomed them into the Kibbutz. They mostly worked in agriculture, 
picking fruit in the orchards. This filled almost all of the labour jobs on the 
Kibbutz and was an immense help to the economic situation of the 
Kibbutz. At times the number of volunteers on the Kibbutz was as many as 
one hundred! The time when the Kibbutz was teaming with young people 
from all around the world is remembered fondly ~by Shaul, who says, "until I 
was eighteen I didn't know what people from Germany, England, 
Australia ... were like". The culture of the Kibbutz became more social and 
the Kibbutz members were exposed to many new ideas and experiences. 

f~ 
Shaul met Suzanna Muller-Blatthau, a young German woman, when she 
was a volunteer on the Kibbutz. In 1973 they were married, and soon after 
they had three children; a girl Michal, and two boys Jonathan and 
Nadav. However, Suzanna had no family in Israel and found it difficult to 
live on the Kibbutz. In 1980 she returned to her parents in Germany, taking 
the children with her. 

Rochelle Smith originally came to Israel to study, but she also joined the 
volunteer program and eventually became a member of the Kibbutz. 
Shaul and Rochelle met on the Kibbutz and were married in 1983. They 
had five children; Avishai, Matan, Gad, Moor, and Meirav. 

Later, when Suzanna became very ill, Jonathan and Nadav came to stay 
on the Kibbutz with Shaul, Rochelle and their three children. This was a 
chaotic time for all involved. Michal soon followed her brothers, leaving 
Germany after her mother passed away and she had completed her final 
year of study. She completed her army service in Israel and later married. 
In 2007 she blessed Shaul with his first grandchild, a baby girl. This family 
lives on a Moshav elsewhere, however all of Shaul's other children still live 
on Kibbutz Ramat Rachel. 

A~~ 
After finishing high school it is compulsory for all Israelis to attend the army 
for two years. As a young man of eighteen, Shaul spent his first year in the 
army fighting against Arab terror attacks from the east, in particular 
Jordanians trying to cross the borders. 
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For some time, Shaul's unit was also situated guarding the borders near 
the Suez Canal. Every day, their makeshift bunkers were rained down on 
by artillery shells fired by the Egyptians. Often, train tracks were used as 
protection for the rooves of the bunkers, however when these proved 
ineffective the troops were forced to set up camp elsewhere. The 
conditions in the bunkers were uncomfortable and tense, with constant 
bombardment and a few days break only every four weeks. 

For the Egyptians, the Suez Canal was a relatively small area upon which 
they could afford to spend all of their effort attacking. However for the 
Israelis it was difficult to protect such a large area with such strong 
adversity and relatively little troops. It was expected that the Israelis would 
tire and eventually retreat from the area, however this was not so; by 1970 
the Egyptians began to cease their attacks, and the area became 
subdued once more. Shaul continued to protect Israel's borders for the 
rest of his time in the army. In 1971 his army service concluded, and the 
peace and quiet from the Egyptian side continued until 1973. 

V°"'laff~w~ 

After three years of calm, Israel was feeling confident. Her troops had risen 
above the constant attack and it seemed as though they were strong 
enough to repel any attack that the Arabs could deliver. On October 
sixth, 1973, they were awoken with a violent surprise. The State of Israel, 
weary from the fast of Yorn Kippur, was attacked by all of her surrounding 
neighbours. Egypt from the south and Syria from the north, backed by Iraq 
and Jordan from the east. Economic support for the Arab forces came 
from Saudi Arabia. It seemed as though all of Israel's neighbours had 
turned against her. 

The most unexpected part of the attack was the particular date that it 
occurred on. Israel, vulnerable in her newfound confidence, had not even 
considered this date as a possible threat of attack because it fell on both 
Yorn Kippur and during the important Muslim festival Ramadan. Both of 
these festivals are vital parts of the religious calendar, and also happen to 
prohibit warfare on those days. Thus, the Egyptian and Syrian forces took 
advantage of Israel's laxity and launched an ambush attack. The Arab 
nations had become frustrated, especially after the large amount of 
territory that had been lost to Israel after the six day war. The goal of the 
Yorn Kippur war was to win back this territory in the hopes of solving the 
solution of the lost territory and the large amounts of Palestinian refugees. 
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Shaul was called for his compulsory annual service only five days before 
the outbreak of the Yorn Kippur war. After a short training period of three 
days, they arrived at Abu Rudays on the Gulf of Suez. Shaul was not alone; 
his friend and fellow Kibbutz member Jochah was serving alongside him, 
and his brother Moshe was the officer of his unit. His description of the 
place, upon arrival, was that it was "a big ballagan" . The troops were 
relaxed, unworried, and completely unaware of the war that was swiftly 
approaching. "We were just going for fun". When they were warned that 
there was a danger of war, many soldiers did not even believe it. 

At two o'clock on the sixth, Shaul remembers his brother telling him that 
war had commenced. At the time, he was guarding an ammunitions 
warehouse nearby the central camp of Abu Rudays. When nightfall 
came, Shaul and his two companions realised how vulnerable they were. 
Helicopter lights flashed ominously ahead, flying in the direction of Israel. 
They were just three lone soldiers without bunkers, protection or 
camouflage. A situation which only hours before had seemed 
lighthearted and "fun" suddenly became perilous. 

Shaul's unit began to fight against Egyptian commandos that had been 
sent to stop Israeli tanks moving from Sharm el Sheikh back to Israel. There 
was a large camp of Egyptian tanks nearby the Suez Canal, intending to 
restrict any movement to and from Israel. The next two weeks saw the 
soldiers following the Egyptians with help from Beduin trackers, and 
systematically attacking each battalion. Most times, after attacking the 
camps of the Egyptians, there were few casualties and the soldiers simply 
surrendered. 

However, back at AbO Rudays they were not as lucky. A large camp of 
Israeli soldiers was bombed by a Russian Tupolev aircraft, and a number of 
young Israeli parachutists were killed. In anger, the rest of the soldiers 
retaliated by attacking nearby Egyptian commando units in an extremely 
aggressive manner. Stories of the ruthless Israeli attack rapidly spread to 
other Egyptian commando groups, and as a result the Egyptians fought 
back in a stronger and more determined manner, fearing that they too 
would not be given the chance to surrender. Shaul reflects, sadly, that if it 
wasn't for their rash emotional behaviour many more young lives might 
have been spared. 
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On October 15, the Israeli Defense Force embarked on an operation to 
push across the Suez Canal and strike at Egyptian forces on the other side. 
Led by General Ariel Sharon, the IDF took advantage of a gap between 
the Egyptian second and third Armies, crossing at Deversoir north of the 
Egyptian crossing, a manouvre that eventually surrounded the large 
Egyptian Third Army and thus allowed Israel to occupy the main Suez 
highway. After this zealous advance from the Israeli side, as well as other 
aggressive attacks around the country, Egypt agreed to a ceasefire. 

Once again, Israel had surprised everyone with its military strength, even 
when confronted with powerful and numerous odds. However with 
success comes sacrifice; by the end of the war, Israel had lost an 
estimated 2,700 men. Compared to the 3,500 Syrians and 15,000 Egyptians 
lost, it is a small number, however the toll was much harder for the tiny 
State of Israel to bear than it was for her much more populous neighbours. 

However the loss to Israel was greater than the soldiers that fell; "The 
image of an invincible Israel that had prevailed since the June 1967 War 
was destroyed forever." 

Months after the successful ceasefire on October 24, the Egyptian and 
Syrian forces continued to give Israel trouble on her borders. Discussions 
between Israeli and Arab diplomats forged agreements - Israel retreated 
from many areas that had been captured during the war, such as the 
Suez Canal. Thus began the peace process with Egypt, lasting untill 982. 

~f.1~~14 
C:. 

During the quiet years of relative peace, Shaul became increasingly 
involved with Kibbutz manpgement. At the young age of twenty-five, 
after a year of studying r conomics at university, Shaul became the 
Kibbutz Manager. It was his job to attract new members and to make sure 
that they had jobs to do. He did this by developing the agriculture and 
tourism on the Kibbutz. Ra mat Rachel had a large plot ( 160 acres) of 
agricultural land nearby where they grew cotton. 
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Soon trouble was brewing once more. Shaul was in the army reserve 
again when the Palestine Liberation Organization began to carry out raids 
from Lebanon into Israel. Israel struck back by making retaliatory raids and 
by providing aid to Lebanese resistance. The war officially began on the 
sixth of June, 1982. 

At the time, Lebanon was inhabited by Muslims but also many Christian 
citizens. The Christian Lebanese welcomed the Israeli soldiers, as they 
disliked the current powers. Upon entering Beirut, Shaul and his fellow 
soldiers were greeted by rice showers thrown by Christian supporters lining 
the streets. Lebanese girls and women ran out to hug the soldiers. The 
streets were embellished with an array of colourful flowers that had been 
thrown by enthusiasts from their balconies. 

The war was a short one, and Shaul had arrived at a time when the battle 
was coming to an end. The paratroopers had fought only days before 
them, the dead littering the ground. A few days later the war was over 
and Beirut was under Israel's control, along with most of Eastern Lebanon. 

A new government came into power in Lebanon, with greater Christian 
influence than the previous. Things were looking positive, and it seemed 
as though Israel was on the road to peace with Lebanon. However when 
Israel began to retreat from Lebanon, Lebanese groups clashed for 
control of the freed territory. Terrorism began to steadily increase. 

When Shaul was situated in Eastern Lebanon for another stint in the army 
reserves, it was often quiet and there was little conflict. He says "Lebanon 
is a very nice place". On one occasion, Shaul was positioned directly 
opposite a Syrian soldier, however they were separated by a deep valley. 
It was possible to shout across and have a conversation. In an article 
published by the Jerusalem Post the short conversation between Shaul 
and a Syrian officer is recorded. " 'Let's meet for coffee in the Wadi' 
suggests one Abu Daoud, a Syrian officer. 'My commander won't let me,' 
apologises 'Abu Shaul' ... whose real name is Shaul Ben-Dov of Kibbutz 
Ra mat Rachel in Jerusalem". This illustrates the almost friendly coexistence 
of soldiers on the Lebanon border. Shaul told the reporter that "the main 
thing is that there be peace." 
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In 1985 Israel completely withdrew from Lebanon and once again Shaul 
stopped his army service. When the situation with Lebanon worsened, the 
only soldiers who operated in the area were young men who had recently 
completed their army training. Shaul was no longer needed to fight in 
Lebanon, and although he himself did not return there, future conflicts 
would see his children fighting in the same area. 

f~f~ 

The first Intifada began in 1987. "They began not with guns, but by 
throwing stones", Shaul recalls. The terror gradually worsened, but "it was 
nothing compared to the second Intifada". The main intent of the attacks 
and riots was to get Israeli soldiers out of the West Bank and Gaza 
territories. 

The outbreak of the first intifada stopped the flow of volunteers to the 
Kibbutz. Whilst one era had come to an end, another had just begun. The 
First Intifada was only the beginning of a long period of terror. The terrorism 
and prolonged fighting still continues to this day. 

f-w, 

In 1992 Saddam Hussein announced that if America declared war on Iraq, 
Iraq would respond by turning on Israel. No one could have predicted the 
impact such an attack would have. Missiles were fired into Israel, landing 
frequently on Haifa and Tel Aviv. All around Israel, people feared the 
deadly missiles and the poisonous gas that they might emit. Like many 
others, Shaul and his family were forced into sealed rooms into which no 
gas could penetrate. There was a strong feeling within the Kibbutz that it 
was important for everyone to stick together during this tough time. 
Whenever there was a bomb alarm, the entire Kibbutz community 
assembled in a large room at the Kibbutz Hotel. At the time, Shaul was the 
Kibbutz manager, and thus he played a large part in the organisation of 
this affair. 

Sometimes these alarms would occur up to twice in one night, and Shaul 
recalls that each time a rocket flew from Iraq, you could see it streaking 
across the night sky and landing at its destination. Although he found this 
display fascinating to watch, his wife Rochelle was less enthusiastic and 
insisted he remain inside to tend to his frightened children. 

The wearing of a gas mask on such an occasion was considered vital. 
Shaul, however, thought otherwise. Aside from having a fatalistic attitude, 
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he had also noticed that previous bombings did not contain the 
poisonous gas, and were aimed at other major cities rather than 
Jerusalem. He chose to be fascinated with, rather than frightened of the 
commotion. Bombs continued to fall , crushing and destroying wherever 
they landed. The bombs, however, were not the only cause of death. 
Shaul recalls hearing of four people dying from suffocation - they had 
tragically neglected to open the air holes in their gas masks. 

All the while, America was fighting the war against Iraq. They did not allow 
Israel to get involved, and within two weeks had succeeded in 
immobilizing the Iraqi rockets . 

A~T-~P~ 

In 1993 the Oslo agreement talks between Israel and Palestine began, an 
attempt towards peace. Prime Minister Barak desperately tried to foster 
peace, and promised Arafat that Israel would hand over the entire West 
Bank. Arafat, however, was not satisfied with this and demanded that the 
territories conquered in the 48' war be returned - an impossible request. 
The hope for peace that had been reborn was soon lost, and soon trouble 
began again. 

~,~ 

Sparks of the Second Intifada began to fly in September 2000, just after 
the Summer Olympic Games in Sydney. This time, the fighting was 
different. It was not like previous wars, when the only casualties had been 
soldiers who were expressly fighting the war itself. The Second Intifada saw 
suicide bombers blowing themselves up in public places, killing hundreds 
of innocent civilians. The attacks were frequent and vicious. Bombs 
blasted all around the cities, sometimes up to three times a week. Israel 
was in a constant state of fear and uncertainty. People were forced to 
question their everyday movements; is this restaurant a safe choice? Is this 
shopping centre where the next bomb will explode? Will this bus trip be 
my last? Every Arab seemed like a potential threat, every backpack a 
potential bomb waiting to detonate. 

At the time, Shaul was not involved in the army, but the intifada still had a 
personal effect on him. His sons Nadav and Avishai were involved in the 
intifada and post-intifada war activities. No Israeli was safe from the terror 
and feeling of insecurity. 
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P~T~ 

~ 
The terror and losses of the Intifada did not come without gain. From her 
mistakes, Israel learnt new ways to keep herself safe from attack. Security 
measures were increased dramatically and have continued to improve to 
the present day. Now, Israel 's sharp intelligence is able to stop the 
majority of suicide bombers before they even enter the country. Several 
Intelligence Security Forces have been set up to collect information on 
terrorist activity and to prevent violent insurrection . These agencies 
provide vital information for the Israeli Defence Force. Israel's army is 
among the strongest in the world , and prides itself on its discipline, 
comradeship, and value for human life. 

A further measure of security has been applied in Jerusalem. A large 
concrete wall has been constructed through the heart of the city to 
prevent suicide bombers from Arab villages entering Jerusalem. 

This wall has created much controversy. Surely the Arabs living behind the 
wall have just as much right to move freely around Israel as the Israelis 
living on the other side of it? But is it worth risking the lives of so many 
people to give other people freedom in their country? Aside from the 
moral issues, the wall is a monstrosity that divides and defaces the beauty 
of the city, a blemish on Jerusalem's otherwise pure face. Created from 
concrete, laced with barbed wire and embellished with hateful graffiti, it is 
understandable why some view this wall as a complete outrage. 

The impact that these security enhancements have on Israeli citizens is 
monumental. Every time Shaul and his family enter a "Kanyon" (shopping 
centre), they are faced with intimidating security guards who inspect the 
car and the people in it. When they are driving around the country there 
are various checkpoints that they need to pass through, and soldiers can 
be seen walking around the city. Any slight suspicion causes a large 
reaction. Although this military presence and security vigilance is 
reassuring , it is also a constant reminder of the fragile situation that they 
live in. In a similar way, the wall has also come to be a symbol of the 
precarious times that Shaul and his family live in. 

An even larger impact of the emphasis on security is the compulsory 
military service. So far, four of Shauls children have completed their 
military service, with two of his sons currently in the army. 
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Shaul's third son Avishai fought for two weeks in the recent Lebanon war. 
The Israeli militants were badly organised and despite his fatalist attitude, 
Shaul could barely sleep the entire time that his son was at war. He and 
Rochelle were sick with worry over the fact that Avishai was deep in the 
heart of Lebanon, in an area fraught with Hizbollah soldiers. The family 
breathed a sigh of relief on his return, however Israel was disappointed 
with its less than satisfactory performance. The reason for Israel putting up 
an unusually lack-lustre fight was that prior to the war the government 
had shifted its focus to economics rather than the army. Furthermore, 
tension in the West Bank called for increased attention to that area, 
causing less funding and attention to go to the general army. Therefore 
many units trained less often than usual and were unprepared to fight in a 
war. 

Fortunately, Avishai is in a special unit which did not get neglected and 
continued with proper training. This shift in funding influenced the 
outcome of the war, and sparked worries for the future. As a result of this, 
Israel began to regain the level of funding for its army. They began to see 
that there is a lways a danger of war. "It's not over", Shaul says. "We need 
to prepare ourselves for attack at any time". 

~~A,,J,, 

The situation in the Gaza Strip in 2005 caused Shaul to come to certain 
realisations about the way that Israel operates. By withdrawing from the 
Gaza Strip, Israel gave the Arabs the message that if they did persevere, 
eventually Israel would weaken to their demands. Shaul says, "If you had 
asked me five years ago, I would have said that we must move, and we 
must find solutions quickly." Now, he believes that it is more important for 
Israel to be patient, to remain firmly secure and to continue growing. 
"After the war, even with all of the bad things that happened, our 
economy is still developing. People are living here and succeeding. We 
can wait." He believes that Israel is not in a position where it needs to 
take risks, because these risks will hit them hard in the future. For now, they 
must stay strong, secure and under control. 
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Kibbutz management was unprofessional in earlier years, but as the 
Kibbutzim became more capitalistic and less idealistic the management 
had to adapt too. Today, the Kibbutz is managed from a more economic 
point of view. Things are done as efficiently as possible to make the most 
profit. People from outside the Kibbutz are paid to do all of the labour. 
This change was a change in the entire Kibbutz concept and it was 
adopted by all Kibbutzim around Israel. 

Shaul was manager again at age thirty nine in 1989 until 1992. At that time 
management was already doing things the new way. The cotton field 
area that Shaul helped create in his younger years as manager has now 
been developed by the Kibbutz into many large apartment blocks. This 
shows the changing values from agriculture and socialism to 
commercialism. 

Another reflection of the commercialised values is the increased effort 
into tourism on the Kibbutz. Tourism has been dramatically developed 
over the years and is now a major factor in the economic situation of the 
Kibbutz. The hotel and swimming pool were the main tourist attractions in 
the early years. Today, the Kibbutz boasts a commercial old age home, a 
sports and recreation centre, and an Archeological dig where ancient 
artifacts dating back to the time of the First Temple have been found. 

Over time, the ideology of the Kibbutz movement has gradually 
weakened. The system simply collapsed and many Kibbutzim went 
bankrupt. People began to take advantage of the system and therefore 
did not work to earn their share of the money. In today's modern times, it 
is simply impossible to live in the ways of the original Kibbutz ideology. 
Modern Kibbutzim have no choice but to make changes and adapt to 
modern values. 

The word commonly used to describe the changes being made to 
Kibbutzim around Israel is privatization. Privatization means that all 
members still live on the Kibbutz, but they only receive the amount of 
money that they earn. Everyone is required to pay tax in order to take 
care of the minimum services that the Kibbutz provides, such as the dining 
room, laundry, garden upkeep, and education. 
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Ramat Rachel is still a wealthy Kibbutz because of the profits they made 
from tourism and development. Because of this, they haven't made the 
move towards privatization as quickly as some other Kibbutzim. "This is the 
tragedy of Ramat Rachel now - the inability to change when we are still 
strong." Shaul explains that only the strong Kibbutzim are remaining 
unchanged because they have money and feel no pressure to make the 
change. At Ramat Rachel, every member still recieves the same amount 
of money, regardless of how much they work. A recent change towards 
privatization was that members had to pay for their own electricity. As a 
result of this, usage was reduced by 30-40%, saving the Kibbutz and the 
members a large amount of money. 

The values of the Kibbutz have to change to fit the values of the time. 
When Shaul's generation came to the Kibbutzim they were young and 
wanted to build something together; they wanted to build Israel. This 
proved to be a solution at the time, however it did not take into 
consideration the next generation. What would their goals be? How 
would the Kibbutz system work for them? Why would they want to stay at 
the Kibbutz? These questions were not thought of and now the problems 
have been left to the current generation to solve. 
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Tk~ 

The harsh reality of Israel is that it is rich in history, but is also an immensely 
troubled land. The ideology of the Jewish homeland is overwhelmed by 
the difficulties of day-to-day life that is deeply affected by the political 
and social issues of the country. The survival of the nation is embodied in 
the strength and will of its people. Where does this strength come from? 

Is it a combination of fatalism and determination to succeed despite 
great odds? Or is it a result of the physically and politically harsh 
environment, a natural survival instinct to defend oneself against those 
bent on your destruction? Does the answer to this lie in the history of the 
country? Can you rationalize this over three thousand years of destruction 
and rebuilding? Have the people changed? Is the culture the same? How 
is this possible if it is built on new immigrants arriving from places like 
Canada, Germany and South Africa? 

Perhaps the legacy lies not in knowing the answers to all these questions, 
but in the very existence of stories like this one; one person's story amongst 
so many others. 

The story of Shaul is the story of a family that has fought for physical 
survival in Israel's history across the past eighty-three years. A story of 
building the kibbutz from its agricultural roots and fighting for economic 
survival, transforming the Kibbutz into today's tourist attraction that is 
Mitzpeh Ramat Rachel. It is a story of growing a family through four 
generations, cultivating the continuity of spirit, determination, and love for 
Eretz Yisrael; 

"My story is the story of Israel" (Shaul Ben-Dov) 
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