in focus

OUR COMMUNITY IN THE SPOTLIGHT

th e m o m e n t
Shake, shake, shake.
Families across Sydney, including the Slavins
(pictured), have been setting up their succahs
and preparing their lulavs and etrogs ahead of
Succot, which began on Wednesday night.



Photo: Noel Kessel
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From left: Emily Gian, Sarit Braver, Hayley Hadassin, Shayndie Loewy, Ariella Birnbaum.

ZFA 90th plenary
The Zionist Federation of Australia (ZFA) hosted its 90th anniversary plenary in
Canberra last month. More than 100 people from around Australia came together
for the two-day conference, which saw a number of high-profile speakers address
Photos: Eldad Ohayon
delegates.

From left: Stacy Hayman,
Atida Lipshatz, Paulette Cherny.

Adi Geffen (left), Yigal Nisell.

From left: David Passig, Ron Weiser, Alex Taube.

From left: Raz Sofer, Rotem Dvir, Rinat Kedem Bart.

Gili Gafin (left), Ginette Searle.

From left: Alon Meltzer, Meirah Meltzer, Yael Cass.

Sharene Hambur (left), Sam Salcman.
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Aiden Bethlehem

Camp fun for kids
From left: Arunesh Seth, Hilary May-Black, Julie Owen, Kati Haworth.

Haifa Day commemoration
Members of Sydney’s
Jewish and Hindu
communities came
together at Parramatta
Synagogue on
September 17 to mark
Haifa Day through talks,
dancing and an
afternoon tea featuring
Israeli and Indian food.

Children enjoyed a
jam-packed
program of
activities including
indoor trampolining
at Chabad North
Shore’s Gan Izzy
camp last week.
Photos: Noel Kessel
From left: Shai Cohen, Gavi Treisman, Jake Samuels.

Photos: Shane Desiatnik
From left: Steven Kopp, Wendy and David Faulkner-Dick, Eslyn Sabey.
From left: Ilan Treisman, Daniel Talberg, Gad Samuels.

From left: Lynda Ben-Menashe, Sanjeev Bhakri,
Rabbi Roni Cohavi.

Win
FLY

From left: Avi Solomon, David Solomon.
From left: Ariel Sher, Dan Sher, Micah Bass.

Major draw
7 OCTOBER

$19,500 CASH

THIS

guaranteed to be won on the night
11 winners

SAT
URD
AY!

Major prize:
$10,000 Cash
or Cruise or Airfares
GUARANTEED

2x Pink, 2x Purple, 3x Yellow, 3x Blue & Green
TO BE DRAWN ON MAJOR DRAW NIGHT
AUTHORISED UNDER NSW PERMIT NUMBER LTPS/17/15139. FULL TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM RECEPTION.

Welcoming you daily from 9am-6am

www.eastsgroup.com.au
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what 's on

1

JEDx Sydney

Adam Kellerman, two-time Paralympian winner for wheelchair tennis,
previous cancer sufferer and now inspirational speaker and Kurt Brown,
recent discoverer of his Jewish background and now on a journey of
hope for the future will be the speakers at the JEDx Sydney meeting on
Wednesday, October 25 from 6.30-8.30pm at 3 Saber Street,
Woollahra. Cost: $20 includes refreshments.

Enquiries: www.humanitix.com/event/jedx-sydney/.

This week's top picks
2

3

Succot pizza party

Boys and girls years K-6 are
all invited to a pizza party in
the Succah to make their
own pizza, take part in a
scavenger hunt, enjoy lively music and
much more on Sunday, October 8 from
10.30am-12pm at Chabad North Shore,
27 College Crescent, St Ives. Cost: $10.
Enquiries: www.chabadhouse.org.au;
(02) 9488 9548.

UIA NewGen
trivia night

4

The UIA NewGen presents
professional trivia master Justin
Owen who will host a night of trivia
and fun on Tuesday, October 10
from 7.30-9pm. Enjoy a night of
trivia, nibbles and prizes. Venue
details will be given upon enquiry.
Cost: $15.

The Secret Singer

Book launch

5

Geoffrey Robertson QC will
officially launch Genocide
Perspectives V: A Global
Crime, Australian Voices
at the Sydney Jewish Museum
from 6pm on October 19,
followed by a keynote speech by
Mark Tedeschi QC and a panel
discussion on Australia’s history of
genocide. The book, co-edited by
Australian Institute for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies members
Nikki Marczak and Kirril Shields,
features essays by Australian
scholars and is dedicated to
Professor Colin Tatz, one of the
forefathers of genocide studies in
Australia. Bookings are essential.
Enquiries: (02) 9360 7999; rsvp@sjm.com.au.

Joanna Weinberg’s new, one act musical,
The Secret Singer is the story of a disillusioned
singing teacher whose life is turned around
by an unusual pupil and premieres on
Sunday, November 26 at VJ’s, North Shore
Temple Emanuel, 28 Chatswood Avenue,
Chatswood. Starring Margi de Ferranti and
Kate Mannix with musical direction by Steven
Kreamer.

win

Enquiries: www.humanitix.com/event/
newgen-trivia-night/; (02) 9361 4273;
info@uiansw.org.au.

Enquiries: www.nste.org.au/secret-singer;
www.stickytickets.com.au.

n
i
w

Discover more on Tribe: Let My People Know – the centralised, digital hub for Jewish events across Australia.
Submit events and download the app via www.tribeapp.com.au

Win a copy of Thirty Days
by Mark Raphael Baker

n
i
w

n
i
w

n
i
w

Thirty Days is a portrait of grief, of a marriage and of a family. It is the moving memoir of
Mark Baker’s wife of 33 years, Kerryn Baker, who died ten months after her diagnosis,
aged 55, from stomach cancer.
It is also a study in how we construct our own version of the past, after Mark discovers
a cache of Kerryn’s letters in the laundry cupboard and has to rethink their relationship.
It is a book about memory and its uncertainties, as Mark sifts through photos and
home movies, as his wife gets sicker, and his search for clues about their relationship
grows more desperate. In her last days, Kerryn reveals her traumatic childhood to
Mark for the first time. She emerges as the rock of the family, a brave and wise woman, clear-eyed about her treatment, focused on finding the path to a peaceful death.
Paradoxically, her dying brings the couple back to the intensity of their first love.

n
i
w

win

~~

Investment Managen • stockbroke
Financial Advisers • Aged care Advis:rs

Joseph Palmer & Sons

Thirty Days: A Journey to the End of Love can be purchased from all good bookstores, e-retailers and at
www.textpublishing.com.au.
The Australian Jewish News has 10 copies of the book to giveaway.
For your chance to win this prize log on to jewishnews.net.au and follow the links on the Competitions page.
Competition entries close on 20 October at noon. For a complete list of terms and
conditions please go to the competitions page.
ustralian Jewish

N

Melb (03) 9601 6822 • Syd (02) 9233 2433
agedcare@jpalmer.com.au
www.jpalmer.com.au/Services/Aged-Care

A hearty Mazal Tov

from

Jewish Care
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what 's on
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6
Kesher Succot: Kesher Sydney invites

you to their Kesher Sydney Shabbat/
Succot under the stars. Enjoy a peer-led,
post denominational Kabbalat Shabbat
experience complete with music, reflection and connection and a Shabbatluck
dinner from 7 for 7.30pm at an address to
be advised upon enquiry. Bring an open
heart/mind, a veggie dish that you would
enjoy eating and sharing. Donation: $18.
Enquiries: https://www.facebook.com/
events/354376221683392.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7
Emmanuel Pahud: The world’s

greatest living flute player, Emmanuel
Pahud will perform with the Australian
Chamber Orchestra at the City Recital
Hall from Saturday, October 7 to Friday,
October 18 and at the Sydney Opera
House on Sunday, October 8 from 2pm.
Pahud and ACO will together perform a
diverse program tracing the FrancoGermanic lineage. Enquiries: www.aco.
com.au; 1800 444 444.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8
Yoga: Maccabi NSW is partnering with

the Friendship Circle to introduce All
Abilities Yoga from 1-2pm at Bondi
Mizrachi Synagogue, 339 Old South Head
Road, via the back entrance on the corner
of Simpson and Beach Road, North Bondi
for ages 18+. Cost: $10. Have fun in a
relaxing atmosphere while you increase
your mobility, flexibility and strength.
Enquiries: Ezra 0403 008 972; nswaa@
maccabi.com.au.

Succot Family Day: Join JNF and

Jewish House for a Succot Family Day at
the Zoo from 10am-3pm at Taronga Zoo,
Bradleys Head Road, Mosman. Activities
include a jumping castle, face painting
and activities by the youth movements.
There are limited tickets available.
Enquiries: Promocode: SAT 2017: www.
sukkotattaronga.eventbrite.com.au.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9
Succot in the Shuk: Dover Heights

Shule invites you to join their Succot in the
Shuk evening from 5.30-7.30pm at Dover
Heights Shule with live music and dancing
with Menachem and Zalmy, shwarma and
falafel bar, drinks and more, make your
own jewellery stall, art stall, arcade games
and more with a grand Tishrei raffle. Cost:
$20 members/$25 non-members.
Enquiries: (02) 9371 0055; www.doverheightsshule.org.au.

Rooftop Cinema: Shalom, The Great

Synagogue and the Jewish International
Film Festival invite you to a springtime
rooftop viewing of the award-nominated
Israeli film, In Between, exploring the lives
of three Arab-Israeli women living
together in Tel Aviv from 6.30pm at The
Great Synagogue, 166 Castlereagh Street,
Sydney. Cost: $18 includes a light dinner.
Enquiries: www.shalom.edu.au.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10
JUMPSTART: Join Jonathan Barouch

founder and CEO at Local Measure and
Dan Bennett, Partner and MD of Our
Crowd at the Jumpstart Innovation Hub
for mentoring sessions with some of the
top business minds in the community
from 6.30-8pm at White City, 30 Alma
Street, Paddington. Drinks and snacks will
be provided. Spaces are limited. Enquiries:
jumpstart@jca.org.au.

Mental Health Month: JewishCare

Mental Health and Wellbeing Team are
involved in many events around Mental
Health Month including World Mental
Health Day on Tuesday, October 10,
Wellness Walk for mental health on
Sunday, October 15 and the screening of
award-winning moving Gratus by Barbara
Pashut followed by a beautiful Shabbat
dinner for family and friends on Friday,
October 20. For details for these
events and more please contact Claire
Gil-Munoz. Enquiries: 1300 133 660;
c.gil-munoz@jewishcare.com.au.

from 10.30am on level four, The Great
Synagogue, 166 Castlereagh Street,
Sydney. Lilly has published three books
describing how she lives without sight.
Refreshments will be served. Enquiries:
rosb53@yahoo.com; (02) 9267 2477.

AROUND SYDNEY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12
Simchat Torah: Chabad North Shore
will have an early Hakafot for all children
and a sausage sizzle from 6pm at Chabad
North Shore, 27 College Crescent, St Ives
featuring singing and dancing with the
Torahs, refreshments and followed by
Simchat Torah family dinner. Enquiries:
(02) 9488 9548; www.chabadhouse.org.
au.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
Honours Club: Friends of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem invite you to their
Honours Club meeting with guest speaker
Jeffrey Landers who will talk on “Living
with Low Vision” featuring ORCAM, technology developed by founder, Professor
Amnon Shashua from 11am at Club Rose
Bay, Rose Bay RSL, cnr Vickery Avenue
and New South Head Road, Rose Bay.
Cost: $15 includes refreshments.
Enquiries: (02) 9389 2825.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
Book launch: The Sydney Jewish
Museum will host a book launch for When
Freedom Beckons; The Hungarian
Revolution of 1956 and the Jewish
Journey to Australia by Vasilios Vasilas
from 2pm at the Sydney Jewish Museum,
148 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst.
Dr Michael Abrahams-Sprod will launch
the book. Enquiries: rsvp@sjm.com.au;
(02) 9360 7999.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11
Tea time: The Great Synagogue
Women’s Auxiliary presents guest speaker
Lilly Skurnik in the Succah for morning tea

WIN!

If you have an event,
email mfain@jewishnews.net.au
by 10am Thursday,
two weeks before publication.

A scene from The Magic Flute.

Opera on the big screen
PERFORMANCES from
London’s Royal Opera House
in London are being screened
in Australian cinemas over the
next nine months, kicking off
with Mozart’s classic The Magic
Flute on October 7-8 and 11 at
selected Event Cinemas. Next
month’s program will feature La
Bohème and Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland.
www.eventcinemas.com.au/roh

Win tickets to the Jewish International
Film Festival
PAGE 27

Theatre – Barbra and Me

NEW Theatre’s production
of Simon Stephens’ dramatic

TREVOR Ashley stars in his solo
show, Barbra and Me, at the
Ensemble Theatre, with final
performances on October 8
and 15. In the one-hour show
Ashley features stories about
her as well as her classic songs.
www.ensemble.com.au

TV & RADIO

Available online at this website:
www.i24news.tv/en/tv/live.

Theatre – Birdland

OCTOBER 6-12

Pink! Live in Australia

Nine, Sunday, October 8, 9.30pm
Grammy Award winning singer
Pink’s spectacular concert from
her The Truth About Love Tour,
filmed at Rod Laver Arena in
Melbourne during her nineweek Australian tour that saw
her perform almost 50 shows.,
It features many of her hits.

The Shtick
Win a copy of
Thirty Days by
Mark Raphael
Baker
IN FOCUS 4

play Birdland is set around a
rock star who finds there is a
dark side to stardom. The cast
includes Jack Angwin, Matthew
Cheetham and Louise Harding.
Birdland opened this week and
runs until November 4.
www.newtheatre.org.au

Sunday at 8pm on C31 (Digital 44)
Featuring Adam Segal, Roger
Mendelson and Opposition
Leader Matthew Guy MP Online
anytime, anywhere from www.
theshtick.tv

i24news

24/7 live news from Tel Aviv
(in English)

RADIO

SBS 1224 AM
Sunday program from 11am
to 1pm with Nitza Lowenstein:
11am-12.15pm Hebrew; 12.1512.45pm English; 12.45-1pm
Yiddish report.

3ZZZ 92.3 FM
Friday: 3-4pm Hebrew. Sun: 1111.30am Yiddish, 11.30am-noon
English. Wed: 9-10pm Hebrew.

J-AIR
Jewish Australia Internet Radio:
www.J-AIR.com.au. Now on
87.8 FM. Live news from Israel
hourly from 7am-midnight.

kt>gan.com1

FROM 14 OCTOBER 2017
CRITIC'S CIRCLE BEST NEW PLAYWRIGHT AWARD 2011
THE KITHCEN SINK is a touching and irresistable comedy from
one of the UK's finest young writers.

TO BOOK YOUR TICKETS CALL 02 9929 0644
OR VISIT ENSEMBLE.COM.AU
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From left: Lance Rosenberg, Steven Moss, Jonathan Moss.

From left: Neil Jacobs, Stephen Jankelowitz, Rhett Kessler.

Hirsch addresses UIA

Lance Shofer (left), Ben Caplan.

Israeli brigadier general Gal Hirsch addressed more than 80 United Israel Appeal (UIA)
supporters at a recent boardroom lunch held at K&L Gates.

From left: Harry Schnapp, Billy Fisher, Lew Levi, Doron
Argamon.

From left: David Felthun, Jonathan Seeff, Adi Gefen-Adler.

Brian Pillemer (left), Mark Seskin.

From left: Neville Katz, Geoffey Meskin, Barry Klass.

Diamond

Exchange

Whether you are buying or selling,
talk to the experts
DCLA Diamond Exchange
Suite 901, Level 9, Citysite House, 155 Castlereigh St, Sydney Markets NSW
Tel: 1300 413 425 | 02 9264 9774 | Fax: 02 9261 4263.
Email: roy@dcla.com.au www.dcla.com.au

Gal Hirsch (left), Russel Lyons.
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mazal tov
Cheryl and Lindsay
Feigen

WEDDING
together with

BIRTH
Rosie and Leigh
Stern

It is with great honour & rapture that

Lauren and Ethan Rishon Oberman

are overjoyed to announce the wedding of their children

welcome into the world their gorgeously sweet little man

Raphael Bernhard Simcha
who arrived on the 1st day of 5778 – the 21st of September 2017.

22 October 2017 at Centennial Park
Michael will be called up to the Torah on 14 October 2017 at Coogee Synagogue

The nachas overloaded grandparents include

Grandson of
Leah (dec) and Elias (dec) Friedman
Joy and Jack (dec) Stern

Granddaughter of
Rene (dec) and Hymie (dec) Nissen
Zelda and Dennis (dec) Feigen

Mandy & Philip Bart and Margo & Mike Oberman
as well as great-grandparents Berta Bart and Carole & Barrie Brickman.

BIRTH
Anna and Ronnie Kessler
are thrilled to announce the birth of their daughter

Eadie Michelle Kessler
Born 27 September 2017
Grandparents Barbara and Bruce Solomon, Janet and David Kessler
and great-grandmother Ingrid Naumburger are besotted.
We remember Eadies’ namesake, Michelle Kessler Ï¢Ê at this time.
She would have been a very proud grandmother.

L

SERVICES WE OFFER

Getting married?

You need to know...

Genetic disorders are often more common in specific community groups.
For example, Tay-Sachs disease is more common in descendants of Ashkenazi Jews.
Wolper Jewish Hospital offers a free screening program
for a number of genetically inherited diseases:

All Jewellery
Repairs

Custom D esign &
Remodelling

Watch Repairs

Watch Batteries
& Bands

GIA

E
FRE G
TIN

TES

Diamonds GIA Certified

ER\ ICE

l'Il-l OVl U U 1 ARS Q A IFil D EXPI RIENCE

Shop 42, Royal Randwick Shopping Centre,
73 Belmore Road, Randwick
Ph: 9310 0922

Would you like to share a recent
simcha with the community?
Whether it’s a wedding, bar/bat mitzvah, or any other significant
occasion, we would love to hear from you!
Email belle@jewishnews.net.au with your name and contact details and
you just might see your beautiful celebration photos in the AJN.

Disease
Tay-Sachs
Cystic Fibrosis
Canavan Disease
Fanconi Anaemia
Familial Dysautonomia

Carrier rate in Ashkenazi Jews
1 in 27 people
1 in 30 people
1 in 40 people
1 in 100 people
1 in 40 people

Testing is also available for other diseases at a standard cost.
If both parents are carriers of the gene for a genetic disorder, each pregnancy carries a
1 – in – 4 chance of the child being born with that disorder.
Results will be discussed confidentially and genetic counselling offered.

Member of the JCA Family
of Communal Organisations

For information contact Wolper Jewish Hospital on 9328 6077
or see www.wolper.com.au
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recipe of the week

Banana bread
for all the family
This banana bread recipe is nutritious, delicious and
can be enjoyed by the whole family. It comes from
nutritionist Mandy Sacher, author of Wholesome Child:
A Complete Nutrition Guide and Cookbook.

INGREDIENTS
2 large ripe bananas
3 large eggs
½ cup (125ml) coconut milk
4-6 Medjool dates, pitted
1 tbs chia seeds
½ cup (125ml) coconut oil, melted
1½ cups (210g) wholegrain spelt
flour
¹/3-¹/2 cup (50g-75g) coconut sugar
1 tsp vanilla powder or extract
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1 tsp baking powder

½ tsp baking soda
Pinch sea salt

EQUIPMENT
High-speed food processor

METHOD
Preheat oven to 180C and line a
medium-sized loaf tin with baking
paper.
Place bananas, eggs, milk, dates,
chia seeds and coconut oil in a
high-speed blender and process
for approximately 1 minute or until
it reaches a smooth consistency.

In a separate bowl whisk
together spelt flour, coconut
sugar, vanilla powder, cinnamon,
baking powder, baking soda and
salt. Slowly add dry ingredients
into wet mixture and mix together
on a medium speed. Pour mixture

into the loaf tin and sprinkle extra
cinnamon on top.
Bake for approximately 45-55
mins or until a cake tester or knife
comes out clean. Allow to cool
completely before cutting. Makes
12 slices.

NOTICEBOARD

COA (COA SYDNEY)
Providing services to support frail and
aged, including assessment by social
workers, home-delivered kosher meals,
arrangement of care workers, variety
of activities offered Sunday to Friday
at Krygier Centre, 25 Rowe Street,
Woollahra. Enquiries:
(02) 9389 0035.

JEWISH HOUSE
17 Flood Street, Bondi. Crisis Help
through: 24/7 1300 JH HELP
(544 357); Crisis accommodation;
Medicare psychology service; pastoral
care, chaplaincy, financial counselling,
interpersonal mediation and advocacy.
Crisis prevention through educational
lectures and workshops on healthy
living. www.jewishhouse.org.au.

AUSTRALIAN JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(02) 9380 5145. 146 Darlinghurst Road,
Darlinghurst 2010. The office is open on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

CREMORNE FRIENDSHIP CLUB
If you are interested in participating in
the lower North Shore, contact Linda at
JewishCare (02) 9488 7100;
0434 562 389; l.subel@jewishcare.com.
au. Maroubra Friendship Club call
Val Rubel (02) 9302 8050.

JEWISH SCOUTS FOR
BOYS AND GIRLS
Joeys (aged 6-8), cubs (aged 8-10),
Scouts (aged 10-15), at
Bondi Scout Hall, Wairoa Avenue.
Enquiries: Leon 0402 087 405.

B’NAI B’RITH RETIREMENT
VILLAGES
Princess Gardens, Rose Bay
(02) 9371 2631; Kadimah Gardens,
Wahroonga (02) 9489 5670;
www.bbrv.org.au. Self-care one and
two-bedroom apartments available
under licence agreements; onsite
caretakers.

GIFT OF LIFE AUSTRALIA
Raises awareness in the community
about saving lives of Jewish leukaemia
patients. Urgently need healthy 18 to
45-year-olds to be tested as potential
donors. Enquiries: Shula 0414 780 444;
info@giftoflife.org.au.

AUST ASSOC. OF JEWISH
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS &
DESCENDANTS
(02) 8036 0110; aajhsd@sjm.com.au;
President: Peter Wayne.

BRIDGE CLASSES
Bridge lessons for improvers on
the North Shore. (02) 9975 2708 or
gregquittner@hotmail.com.
BURGER CENTRE
Offers range of Leisure and lifestyle
programs for seniors including Hydro
Cise, Tai Chi, Art groups, musical
performances, speakers, outings.
Offers range of support services.
Randwick. Phone: (02) 8345 9147;
Email: info@burgercentre.com.au;
www.burgercentre.com.au.
Burger Centre is a not for profit service
in partnership with Jewish Care and
Montefiore and is a JCA constituent.

IMA VEANI (MUMMY AND ME)
PLAYGROUP
For Hebrew-speaking mums and
children aged newborn to three years;
Rose Bay Playgroup in O’Sullivan Road
(at the entrance to the golf course) from
9.30-11.30am every Thursday. Enquiries:
Shterny Dadon
0410 348 770;
www.hebrewplaygroup.blogspot.com.
JEWISHCARE
Providing a range of services for the
aged, people with a disability, vulnerable
children and families.
FirstCall JewishCare 1300 133 660;
firstcall@jewishcare.com.au;
www.jewishcare.com.au.

J-JUNCTION
(JEWISH SINGLES 23+)
JJunction is a community NFP
organisation committed to introducing
singles in the community through
matchmaking, small private dinners,
social events and education programs.
We are always looking for volunteers to
join our team. If you are single looking
for ways to connect with other singles
or if you are interested in volunteering
visit us at www.j-junction.org.au or
call the office on 0422 607 678.

humanitix.com/event/chefs-of-shabbat/

mfain@jewishnews.net.au

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------AFTER-SCHOOL CHEDER
The Kornmehl Family Hebrew School
after-school cheder is held at Chabad
Double Bay. Enquiries: (02) 9327 1644.

Child nutrition expert Mandy Sacher,
founder of Wholesome Child, will
present recipes for kids as part of this
year’s Shabbat Project event, Chefs of
Shabbat, on October 24 at Our Big
Kitchen at 7pm. Bookings: www.

Club meets 1st & 3rd Thursday of the
month, except holidays and Jewish Holy
Days at Princess Gardens, Rose Bay. The
Speechcraft course for 2017
starts February. Enquiries:
www.tolifetoastmasters.org. au;
Rachel 0437 177 939

MAGEN DAVID ADOM
Saving lives 24 hours a day, 365 days
a year. Consider MDA when giving a
certificate for a simcha, or making
a bequest. MDA runs certified
First Aid Courses. All enquiries
(02) 9358 2521;
admin@magendavidadom.org.au
For more information or to donate
directly: www.magendavidadom.org.au.
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH
WOMEN OF AUSTRALIA NSW DIV
NCJWA Cancer Support Network;
MUM FOR MUM NCJWA community
service support program; BOOKS OUT
LOUD program; Status of Women
events; Jewish Women’s Library events;
Rebbetzin Jana Gottshall Memorial
Library; Jewish Women’s Breast Cancer
Network; Transcultural events; Hall hire.
Enquiries (02) 9363 0257;
www.ncjwansw.org.au;
admin@ncjwnsw.org.

KABBALAH MEDITATION
Classes on Tuesday evenings and
Thursday mornings in eastern suburbs
and Friday mornings in Chatswood.
All welcome.Enquiries: Sue Beecher
0405 241 710.

NETWORK
Network provides services for 20-39
years olds. Enquiries:(02) 9381 4270;
w ww.network.org.au.

TO LIFE L’CHAIM
TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Mutually supportive and positive
learning environment to help you
develop confidence, effective spoken
communication and leadership skills.

SPARCS FRIENDSHIP
GROUP (65+)
Meets Mondays 10.30am-1pm at Central
Synagogue. Cost: $5 includes light
lunch. Enquiries: Anne-Louise Oystragh
(02) 9363 0456; 0425 212 842.

SQUARE KNITTERS CLUB
Meets every second Tuesday 2.30pm to
make beautiful hand-knitted items for
the needy. Enquiries:
Anne Cornofsky (02) 9983 0085.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Opportunities exist to make a difference
to the life of a person in need.
Volunteers can be linked with a range of
clients from children to older people.
Enquiries: (02) 8305 8040;
firstcall@jewishcare.com.au.
WOLPER JEWISH HOSPITAL
Genetics carrier testing for Tay-Sachs
disease and other disorders. Enquiries:
(02) 9328 6077; wolper.com.au.
WIZO
WIZO is Israel’s largest welfare
organisation and we now help one in
four Israelis. P - (02) 9387-3666;
E - wizo@wizonsw.org.au;
W - www.wizonsw.org.au; Facebook www.facebook.com/wizonsw/.
YOUNG ADULTS (18-35)
Informal Shabbat dinners at The Central
Synagogue. Please check the website
for our next event. Enquiries:
Linda (02) 9355 4022.
YOUTH ALIYAH CHILD RESCUE
With your support we can help
disadvantaged youth in our care in
Israel. Enquiries: (02) 9331 1258.
YOW
YOW MC Touring Club officially rides
the third Sunday of every month.
Enquiries: www.yowaustralia.com;
0418 337 630.
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VEGAS SHOOTING

‘The people of Israel
stand with the
people of America’
Rupert Rosenblum

Danny Hakim

Brian Schwartz

Phil Filler

Phil Wolanski

Emeric Santo

SIX INDUCTED

INTO HALL OF FAME

MACCABI NSW HONOURS SPORTING STALWARTS
OLYMPIAN Emeric Santo,
Wallabies five-eighth Rupert
Rosenblum, former FFA board
members Phil Wolanski and Brian
Schwartz, Maccabi Australia
past-president Phil Filler and karate
world champion Danny Hakim
will be inducted into the Maccabi
NSW Hall of Fame later this year.
They will join some of the most
high-profile Australian Jewish

sporting personalities, including
Frank Lowy and Mike Wrublewski,
in the exclusive group.
The Hall of Fame was established
in 1999, when Rosenblum’s father,
Myer Rosenblum, was honoured as
part of the first group of inductees.
Myer and Rupert Rosenblum are
the only father-son duo to be part
of the Hall of Fame.
Maccabi NSW president Danny

• FULL STORY: PAGE 4

FOLLOWING the deadly attack
in Las Vegas on Sunday night
that has so far claimed the lives
of 59 people and left hundreds
of others injured, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
issued a statement of solidarity
with the United States.
“Las Vegas and the American
people experienced a day of horror; the hearts of the people
of Israel go out to the scores
of innocent people murdered in
cold blood,” he said on Tuesday.
“Our hearts go out also to
the hundreds who are wounded;
we pray for their speedy recovery. The people of Israel stand
with the people of America this
time and anytime, but especially
in this time. We will overcome,
together.”
President Reuven Rivlin in a
letter to President Donald Trump
also expressed condolences to the
families of the dead and wished
for the recovery of the injured.
“We stand with you as you
mourn the terrible loss of life and
injury following this senseless
attack on people who had merely
gathered together to listen to

music,” Rivlin wrote.
In a show of solidarity, Tel
Aviv City Hall lit up its rectangular-shaped building in the shape
of an American flag using red,
white and blue lights.
Meanwhile, a number of
Israelis considered as missing
in the aftermath of the mass
shooting in Las Vegas have been
located and none were injured.
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Emmanuel Nahshon told The
Times of Israel on Tuesday morning that Israel’s consul-general in
Los Angeles, Avner Saban, and
other embassy staff had reached
out to Israelis living in Las Vegas
and that all were accounted for
following the Sunday massacre.
Saban had travelled to Las
Vegas to oversee efforts to reach
the 18 Israelis unaccounted for
and considered missing by the
Foreign Ministry following the
attack on a country music festival
that killed at least 59 and injured
more than 500.
Some 7000 Israelis live in Las
Vegas, Saban told the Israeli news
JTA
website Walla.

Further coverage: 8

Hochberg said it’s very exciting
to see deserving members of the
community honoured.
“We have a very prestigious
group of individuals, in particular
the administrators who have not
only been involved in their own
sports but also as contributors to
Maccabi,” Hochberg said.
The Hall of Fame function will
be held on December 12.
Tel Aviv City Hall
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for Palestinian statehood
‘ Tisheat case
least as compelling as the
case for Kurdish statehood, but
you would not know that by the
way so many countries support
Palestinian statehood but not
Kurdish statehood.

’

What’s in
your Jewish News

Alan Dershowitz
Professor of Law and author

HONOURING SPORTSPEOPLE

NO BOYCOTT

BRING BACK LEIFER

A JEWISH JOURNEY

PHIL Filler, Phil Wolanski, Emeric
Santo, Brian Schwartz, Danny Hakim
and Rupert Rosenblum will be
inducted into the Maccabi NSW Hall
of Fame this year. Joshua Levi spoke
to the inductees, and their families,
after they were announced. Page 4

PLANS by the Royal Flying Doctor
Service to use Israeli developed flight
training equipment appear to have
stalled, but the organisation has
denied that it caved to pressure from
BDS campaigners.
Page 5

CHILD sexual abuse victim Dassi Erlich
met Malcolm Turnbull last Friday
to discuss the stalled extradition
proceedings against former Adass
Israel principal Malka Leifer, who fled
from Australia in 2008.
Page 6

AS the backbone of central Asia,
the ancient Silk Road has a storied
Jewish heritage. Rabbi Fred Morgan,
who recently led two tour groups
along this historic route, shares his
experiences of his travels there.
Pages 12-13

MARRIAGE EQUALITY

AUJS

VEGAS ATTACK

KURDISH INDEPENDENCE

MEMBERS of the Jewish Community
Council of Victoria passed a
resolution on Monday night in favour
of “same-sex marriage under civil law
as part of its commitment to equal
rights and respect for all people”.
Page 5

THE Australasian Union of Jewish
Students welcomed a new national
executive for 2018 at its AGM last
week. The team includes chairperson
Saul Burston, vice-chairperson Gareth
Milner and treasurer Daniel Kahan.
Page 6

MEMBERS of the Jewish community
are doing all they can to help the
victims of Sunday night’s deadly
attack in Las Vegas which has claimed
the lives of 59 people and left
hundreds more injured.
Page 8

ISRAEL is set to get a new friend in
its hostile neighbourhood – but the
prospect of Kurdish independence is
spawning conspiracy theories that it
is only happening because of Mossad
meddling.
Page 14

REMEMBER SEPTEMBER

‘UNDERMINING PEACE TALKS’

A RECORD 83 participants gave up
drinking all liquids apart from water
during last month’s Remember
September Challenge, raising $55,000
for the Avner Pancreatic Cancer
Foundation.

Page 10

TO Israeli dismay, the Palestinian
Authority has just joined Interpol,
giving it the power to issue “red
notices” prompting fellow member
states to locate and extradite wanted
men and women.
Page 15

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

REMEDYING AN INJUSTICE

GABI Stricker-Phelps has received the
2017 Dame Marie Bashir Peace Award.
Gabi was the driving force behind
establishing the “I See You” project
with her School Representative
Council colleagues.
Page 11

WHY is there so much international
support for Palestinian independence
but so little support for Kurdish
independence, asks Alan
Dershowitz, who highlights the
double standards at play.
Page 16

Six new inductees
into Hall of Fame

JCCV votes to support
same-sex marriage

Flying docs deny Elbit Abuse victim Erlich
In the footsteps of
deal affected by BDS meets Prime Minister Jews on the Silk Road

New leadership team
for Jewish students

Advertising: Cecelia Newstadt,
Joyce Wainstein, Jeremy Ungar,
Barbara Sacks, Deborah Maybloom,
Sharon Krawitz, Shaun Rabinowitz
Administration: Maureen Scott,
Olivia Smith, Sharyn Kenny, Margi Fain,
Estelle Miller, Sally Freeman
The Australian Jewish News does not
guarantee the kashrut of any restaurant,
caterer or product advertised.
The Australian Jewish News is printed
by Newsprinters, Victoria, and
Spotpress, NSW.

The Australian Jewish News is published by
Polaris Media Pty Ltd.

To advertise call: (03) 8531 8900
To subscribe call: 1800 010 171
Social notices: notices@jewishnews.net.au
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:

Israel backs Kurds,
denies meddling

Campaign donations
soar to new heights

Financial controller: Tony Clark

Printpost: No 100007670
ABN: 54618993967

Community rallies
after mass shooting

Concern as PA becomes
member of Interpol

Gabi’s inspirational
peace award win

OUR BIG KITCHEN

Baking the world a better place
PARENTS, teenagers and children distributed delicious home-baked
honey cookies at hospitals, nursing homes and homeless shelters during
the auspicious period between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The kind
gesture brought joy, smiles and some festive cheer to those in need.
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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE

SHELF IMPROVEMENT

AS well as legal reasons for
supporting marriage equality and
the effect it will have on preventing
youth suicides, Hannah Aroni writes
that Jewish moral philosophy impels
us to vote Yes. She draws on her
experience working at the Family
Court of Australia, her thesis on de
facto relationships under the Family
Law Act and Jewish sources such as
Parshat Shoftim, the Mishnah and
Hillel the Elder.
Page 18

PALESTINE Diaries: the Light
Horsemen’s Own Story, Battle by Battle
is the third instalment in historian
Jonathan King’s World War I trilogy –
and is just one of the books featured
this month. Other previewed titles
include: Nathan Englander’s Dinner
at the Centre of the Earth, Nicole
Krauss’s Forest Dark, David Finchley’s
Doppelganger, Edith Eger’s The
Choice and Dr Cyril Sherer’s Cases
and Crises.
Page 23

SICHAT YOSEF

SHMOOZE

IT might be a flimsy hut but there
is far more to the succah and the
festival. Indeed for generations
of Diaspora Jewry, Succot itself
represented the ultimate connection
with Eretz Yisrael.
Page 19

DELVING into Olivia’s Jewish roots,
Zach finds out he puts lead in
Russian pencils, Gene calls Trump “a
Tourette’s president” and Harrison
gears up for yet another reboot –
he’s returning once again as Indiana
Jones.
Page 27

JIFF

TRIATHLON

‘Jewish values compel Survival stories, a spy
me to vote in favour’ saga and Aussie heroes

Succot: A foretaste
of the redemption

Chassidic Brooklyn
life through the lens
A chance meeting led to filmmaker
Joshua Weinstein making the first
full-length Yiddish feature film in
decades. Menashe is the opening
offering of this month’s Jewish
International Film Festival.
Page 22

Newton-John, Braff,
Simmons and Ford

Rifkin’s impressive
debut in Holland
A BRILLIANT swim and a solid run
in Rotterdam last month helped
Sydney’s Daniel Rifkin shave 10
minutes off his personal best time to
finish his first ITU Triathlon Age Group
World Championships in two hours,
13 minutes and 16 seconds. Page 30

SECRETS OF OUR CITIES

The Jewish Bondi story
THE expansive Jewish
narrative of Bondi was
depicted across television
screens on Tuesday night,
featured on SBS program,
Secrets of Our Cities.
In the new series, Greig
Pickhaver (aka HG Nelson)
explores the rich history
of iconic Australian
suburbs, coloured by
waves of migration.
The Jewish story of
Bondi dates back to
1827 when Australia’s
first Jewish free settler,
Barnett Levey, built the
very first European home in the area, Waverley House.
Pickhaver spoke with local Peter Halas, Hungarian-Jewish immigrant
and founder of the famed swimwear label, Seafolly, who recounted the
post-Holocaust European wave of migration to the area. Pickhaver was
later led on a walking tour of the delis and restaurants of Russian-Jewish
Bondi by filmmaker Allanah Zitserman (pictured), who also paused to
point out the borders of the eruv on the sands of Bondi Beach.
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SEEKING COOPERATION OVER DIVISION

Expanding the definition of ‘us’
FIONA
GRINWALD
A R ABBI, a Jew who eats bacon
and a white dude from Arkansas
walk into a bar … Not really. But
they all did share the same message with me recently, a message
that I think our community really
needs to hear right now. The
white dude from Arkansas was
Bill Clinton. He gave a speech at
the Bloomberg Forum, in which
he called the audience to action,
saying that “the most important
thing is whether you believe that
social strength, economic performance, and political power flow
from division or multiplication,
from subtraction or addition”.
“You’re all here,” he said to an
audience of business and political leaders, “because, in one way
or another, you intuitively know
this. You believe that multiplication is a superior strategy to division.”
He was talking, of course, of
the political and social issues of
our times. The world feels a little
scary right now. Clinton argued
that many of the world’s greatest
troubles right now are the result
of what he labelled “separatist
tribalism”.
The rabbi made a similar case
for unity. He talked about the
importance of bending our perspective to help us see others’
points of view. To walk in other
people’s shoes, and be willing to
look up from the same thought
processes that may have guided us
to this point, and instead look at
issues and ideas through another
person’s eyes, even those we fundamentally disagree with.
The Jew who eats bacon used
these words to describe someone
who he is personally having a
difficult time with. “I try and
always respect that, in his mind,
he thinks he is doing the right
thing.”
Three wildly different people.
One talking at the geopolitical
level, one at the community level
and one at a personal level of the

Image: Artistashmita/Dreamstime

same idea about being willing to
seek cooperation over division.
In the last few months, I’ve
been saddened to see our community divided. On Facebook
and in these very pages, not to
mention, no doubt, at many a
family dinner table, it seems that
our community is divided on
a range of political and social
issues. It’s not just the marriage
equality campaign. I’ve witnessed some terrible verballing
of individuals in our community
lately online on a whole range
of issues.
I don’t for one moment say
we shouldn’t have these debates.
We should. We must in fact. It’s
how we learn from each other.
Curiosity, questioning, debate,
even argument can be positive.
As Pierre Abelard, a French philosopher put it, “the beginning of
wisdom comes in doubting; from
doubting we come to the question. And from the question we
may come upon the truth”.
Our tradition is founded on
the principles of argument among
rabbis. What is the Mishnah but
a compilation of legal opinions
and debates? But purposeful and
productive debate is based on
strong fact-based content and
sound argument; not vilification
or ridicule, hate speech or plain

nastiness dressed up in sarcasm.
Just because we know someone’s
family or history or where they
live or go to school does not make
it any more okay to vilify or damage someone’s reputation than
if we did so to a stranger on the
street. Of any community, ours
should have well and truly learned
the lesson of the damage that hate
speech can do.
In Yuval Harari’s book, Sapiens,
he describes how humans came to
rule the earth not through physical strength or the size of our
brains.
We evolved to become the
leaders through our capacity to
cooperate flexibly in large numbers.
The white dude from
Arkansas said something similar.
“Successful cooperation”, he said,
depends on “first believing that
we can and must every day expand
the definition of ‘us’ [and] shrink
the definition of ‘them’.”
And I think this applies equally
to international relations as it does
to the Jews of Australia.
Fiona Grinwald is a government
policy hack, writer and the founder
of 2lookup, a platform of positive
shared connection seeking to help
people proactively build resilience
to live a positive life, and cope after
adversity. www.2lookup.com.au.
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HONOURING SPORTING PERSONALITIES

Six new inductees into Maccabi Hall of Fame
for his extraordinary years of service to Maccabi and his decade as
an Football Federation Australia
(FFA) board member.
“I’ll always be able to look
back and say that the FFA was an
amazing experience. Be it watching FIFA meetings where (Former
FIFA president Sepp) Blatter was
being contested by Prince Ali
(Bin Hussein), or watching the
Palestinian elected member trying
to get Israel chucked out, or watching us get into Asia, which was
incredibly important for Australia.”

Six people will be inducted into the Maccabi
NSW Hall of Fame this year. Joshua Levi spoke
to the inductees, and their families, after they
were announced last week.
Phil Filler
LONG-TIME Maccabi administrator Phil Filler said he was “pleasantly
surprised” to find out he would be
inducted into the Hall of Fame.
“I think that I’ve done a fair bit
for the organisation and it’s great
to have that recognition,” he told
The AJN this week.
Filler said his greatest pleasure
was seeing kids play sport at the
grass roots.
“Sporting brings youth together,
particularly in a Jewish environment, and I don’t know where I
would be in terms of my Judaism
if I hadn’t become involved in
Maccabi.”
Filler was Maccabi Australia
president from 2002-05, Maccabi
NSW Administrator of the Year in
1999 and 2005, has attended seven
Maccabiah Games in Israel and
has played football, golf and lawn
bowls for Maccabi.

Danny Hakim
Philanthropist and karate champion Danny Hakim has represented Australia, Japan and Israel
at international competitions.
Hakim received karate lessons

from his grandmother as a bar
mitzvah present, and has been competing in the martial arts discipline
ever since.
He has won two world championship silver medals, but he is now
better known as the founder of
Budo for Peace in Israel.
The organisation aims to educate and instil in youth the behavioural values of tolerance, mutual
respect and harmony in an attempt
to enable students to become cultural ambassadors for peace.
“Budo is a Japanese concept. It’s
usually translated as martial arts or
‘the way of fighting’, but it actually
means ‘the way of stopping conflict’,” Hakim said.

Rupert Rosenblum
From 1959 until 1977 Rupert
Rosenblum played more than 330
top-flight rugby union games in
Sydney.
The five-eighth, who was
known for his kicking skills, made
his name at Sydney University and
also played three games for the
Wallabies in 1969-70.
Rosenblum’s father, Myer,
played four tests as a flanker for
Australia against the All Blacks on

Phil Wolanski (right) presenting Maccabi Hakoah with a trophy.

the 1928 tour of New Zealand.
Myer was inducted into the
Maccabi NSW Hall of Fame when
it was first launched in 1999.

Emeric Santo
Before the Holocaust, Budapestborn Emeric Santo was the best
fencer in Hungary.
But after fleeing from the Nazis,
and waiting for citizenship in
Australia, he was only able to compete at his first Olympic Games in
1956 at the age of 35.
“During the war he wasn’t able
to train and by the time he competed at the Melbourne Olympics
he was a middle-aged man,” his
granddaughter Rachel Santos told
The AJN.
Santo, who died in 2011, was
beaten at the Olympics by Rudy
Karpati, who was the second-best

fencer in Hungary prior to the
Holocaust.
“The fact that Rudy was able
to train for his whole life while my
grandfather was on the run and
couldn’t was the difference.”
Santos is now following in
her grandfather’s footsteps, and
recently won the Australian
University Games fencing title.

Brian Schwartz
Former Maccabi Australia and
Maccabi NSW Treasurer Brian
Schwartz described his relationship
with Maccabi as a “love affair”.
“I go back forever with Maccabi,
but this was a total surprise,” he
told The AJN this week.
“When I came here to Australia
in 1979 it was just one of the first
places that I landed comfortably.”
Schwartz has been recognised

Phil Wolanski
Phil Wolanski was a FFA board
member and stood on the pitch
in 2005 when Australia qualified
for the FIFA World Cup for the
first time in 32 years. He has
attended seven Maccabiah Games
in Israel and has been a driving
force behind the Hakoah Football
Club, but he said being recognised
by your own community is something particularly significant.
“I’ve had decades of involvement with Maccabi, and this is of
course something very special,” he
told The AJN.
Wolanski said while the
Maccabiah Games were very special, the role with the Socceroos
has been the highlight of his life.
“You can never forget that night
in 2005 when we qualified for the
World Cup because that kind of
emotion can never be repeated.”

בס״ד

Kesser Torah College
Enrolments and Marketing Officer
The College:
Kesser Torah College (KTC), located in Dover Heights, Sydney, is an Orthodox Jewish College
offering a diverse academic programme, which strives for excellence in both Jewish Studies and
General Studies.
With over 300 students and 90 staff, we are committing to an education that is nurturing,
differentiated, yet rigorous.
The Position:
The Enrolments and Marketing Officer (EMO) is responsible for the coordination of all
enrolments and the enrolment procedures at the College. S/he will proactively engage with the
Sydney Jewish community to identify potential KTC students and manage their recruitment and
orientation into the College and the KTC community.
It is envisaged that the EMO will acquire an excellent understanding of the College and its
unique offering in order to help develop an Enrolments Marketing Strategy to grow and market
KTC as the “school of choice” for students seeking an authentic Jewish education with an
excellent General Studies programme.
The successful candidate will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be passionate about Jewish education and specifically, Kesser Torah College
Have excellent communication skills
Be highly organised and have an eye for detail
Have meticulous administrative skills
Be particular in providing “follow-through” service
Have a strong focus on increasing enrolments
Be able to multi-task and prioritise effectively
Be proactive in coming up with “break through” solutions
Have an understanding of the dynamics of the Sydney Jewish Community
Have initiative and be a team player.

MORIAH COLLEGE 2018
YEAR 5 ACADEMICALLY SELECTIVE CLASS

Apply NOW!
This is a unique, unparalleled opportunity
for high-aptitude learners to work
with like-minded peers and explore a
differentiated pathway for challenge,
beyond the scope of the regular school
curriculum.
To register your interest please contact
Director of Admissions, Vicki Farkas,
by Monday, 9 October 2017
(02) 9375 1807
vfarkas@moriah.nsw.edu.au

Applicants should submit a Resumé and the contact information for two referees to:

Email:
Fax:

Virginia Wynne-Markham
Executive Assistant to College Principal
Kesser Torah College
Cnr Blake & Napier Streets
Dover Heights NSW 2030
Virginia.Markham@ktc.nsw.edu.au
+61 (02) 9301 1199

Applications close Tuesday 10 October 2017

www.moriah.nsw.edu.au
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BOYCOTT CAMPAIGN NOT AN ISSUE

JCCV votes yes on SSM Flying Docs deny deal hit by BDS
JOSHUA LEVI
THE
Jewish
Community
Council of Victoria (JCCV) has
voted to support same-sex marriage and called on the federal
government to eliminate discrimination against same-sex couples.
The resolution passed on
Monday night “notes that the
question before Australia at the
upcoming postal survey is one
relating to civil, not religious,
marriage”, “supports same-sex
marriage under civil law as part
of its commitment to equal rights
and respect for all people and
the elimination of discrimination
in all its forms” and “urges all
participants in the public debate
regarding same-sex marriage to
engage with respect and tolerance, and without personal rancour”.
It also resolved to “call on the
Federal Government to support
the elimination of discrimination
against same-sex couples under
Australia’s civil law by extending legal recognition to marriages
between same-sex couples who
choose to marry”, “to support
equal treatment under Australian
law to same-sex couples who
choose to marry” and “to call on
its members and the wider community to take part in the postal
survey and help ensure that the
basic right to marriage is afforded
to all Australians regardless of

their gender or sexuality in order
to create a modern, fair and just
society”.
At the organisation’s monthly
plenum, 41 people representing
25 affiliates voted in favour of the
motion, with four abstentions.
Fourteen people spoke in
favour of the motion proposed by
the National Council of Jewish
Women of Australia (Victoria)
and seconded by the Australasian
Union of Jewish Students, while
two people spoke against the
JCCV passing a motion on samesex marriage, but not against
same-sex marriage itself.
“JCCV has been working
very hard in the area of inclusion for Jewish members of the
community who identify as
LGBTI for a number of years,”
the body’s president Jennifer
Huppert said.
“This is one further step and
relates to same-sex civil marriage and the view of the JCCV,
and the plenum, is that this is a
human rights issue and consistent
with our commitment to human
rights and equality.”
She added, “There were some
people who said they didn’t think
that it was an appropriate matter
to be dealt with by the plenum,
but the debate was very respectful
and positive.”
Last month, the NSW Jewish
Board of Deputies also voted to
support same-sex marriage.

PETER KOHN
PLANS by the Royal Flying Doctor
Service (RFDS) to use Israeli developed flight training equipment at
its training centre in Dubbo appear
to have stalled, an announcement
welcomed by a pro-Palestinian
group that had campaigned against
RFDS entering into any association with Elbit Systems as part of a
boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) campaign.
However,
R FDS
(South
Eastern) vehemently denied BDS
played any part in its consideration
of the Elbit Systems of Australia
tender. “We do not have such a policy,” an RFDS spokesperson told
The AJN this week.
The AJN understands there have
been delays in obtaining a federal
government development grant for
the Dubbo training centre and in
finding commercial partners for
the project.
The high-profile agreement
between RFDS and Elbit Systems
of Australia was announced last
year by then NSW premier Mike
Baird, while he was in Israel visiting
Elbit’s headquarters. Inspecting
the flight simulators intended for
RFDS, Baird heralded them as
“the tools they need to do their
crucial work across the vast NSW
outback”.
However, RFDS told The AJN
last week that “whilst Elbit Systems
Australia had previously been

IF YOU’VE EVER CONSIDERED MORIAH COLLEGE
FOR YOUR CHILD…

NOW
IS
THE
TIME.
We have opened another class to meet

increased demand for places in Year 5 2018.
Our innovative Years 5 & 6 (Stage 3) program gives
every child the opportunity to SHINE
• Integrated, immersive Jewish life programs
• Personalised learning targeting intervention, enrichment and
extension, including an Academically Selective offering
• Innovation, leadership, creativity and critical thinking as core
focus areas
• Agile learning spaces and access to specialist High School
teachers and resources
• Wellbeing and mindfulness programs to build resilience and a
love of learning
To register your interest please contact Director of Admissions,
Vicki Farkas, by Monday, 9 October 2017
(02) 9375 1807 | vfarkas@moriah.nsw.edu.au

www.moriah.nsw.edu.au

~

ROYAL FLYING DOCTORSERVICE

~

The Royal Flying Doctor Service.

announced in early 2016 as a supplier of the simulation device following an initial request for tender
process, this has not eventuated”.
RFDS also revealed that NSW
Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon,
who has made many anti-Israel
pronouncements during her political career, had contacted the
organisation to ask about the progress of the agreement.
Approached by The AJN, a
spokesperson for Elbit Systems of
Australia would not comment. In
an online statement, Palestinian
Support Network Australia (PSNA)
claimed RFDS “has advised us that
it has not entered into any commercial or contractual agreement with
Elbit Systems Australia”.
PSNA’s statement referred to a
petition on change.org describing
Elbit Systems as “a major supplier of weapons worldwide and to
the Israeli military”. The petition

states: “Would you fly our doctors using money from the arms
trade?” and “Don’t make medicine
a deadly occupation.”
Anti-Defamation Commission
chair Dvir Abramovich said: “We
are glad that RFDS did not cave
in and buckle to a hateful smear
campaign of pressure from BDS
groups and embrace an economic
boycott of Elbit.
“Targeting and pillorying
Israeli companies through a false
narrative and bullying tactics
reveals that those activists seeking
to cause financial harm to Elbit
are not interested in bridge building or peace between Israelis and
Palestinians, but in demonisation
and in divisive rhetoric,” he said.
Elbit’s Melbourne facilities were
targeted in 2015, when around
20 BDS activists broke into the
premises and raised a banner on
the roof.
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AUJS

New leadership line-up
SOPHIE DEUTSCH
THE Australasian Union of Jewish
Students (AUJS) welcomed a new
national executive for 2018 at its
annual general meeting last week.
Comprising chairperson Saul
Burston, vice-chairperson Gareth
Milner, treasurer Daniel Kahan,
political affairs director Noa Bloch,
campaigns coordinator Sophia
Kwiet, and leadership and development officer Michael Garbuz, the
incoming executive will “continue
to innovate and organise projects
that provide a high level of meaningful engagement to our members”, commented Burston.
“Every Jewish tertiary student is
interested in something different,
whether it’s a social aspect, political engagement or business events,
within AUJS there really is something for everyone.”
Outgoing national chairperson
Isabella Polgar expressed her support for the new team, commenting, “I have full confidence that the
incoming National Executive will
create and enhance our innovative
work and leave their legacy on our
organisation for years to come.”
Burston, who served as AUJS
Victoria president in 2017, reflected,
“I learnt that one leadership style
doesn’t fit all, an understanding I’ll
take with me through life. I trusted
and empowered my executive to
run the events and initiatives they

BRING BACK LEIFER

Dassi meets with the PM

From left: Daniel Kahan, Sophia Kwiet, Gareth Milner, Saul Burston, Noa Bloch,
Michael Garbuz.

wanted to run and supported the
team in achieving their goals.
“In terms of Israel programs, we
want to take advantage of the fact
that Israel is known as ‘the start-up
nation’ and do a deep-dive in the
innovation and entrepreneurship
space. This year we’ve introduced
events that focus on these two areas
with great success and thus we want
to allow our members to engage
with these topics on a bigger scale.”
Milner commented that –
among other things – he intends
to “continue the good work of our
predecessors in engaging Jewish
students across Australia and New
Zealand, tap into the digital market and enhance our social media
strategy, engage with communities
across Australia and New Zealand
and celebrate Israel and AUJS’s

70th birthdays.”
In helping to tackle issues that
Jewish students face, Milner emphasised that AUJS has been pivotal
in addressing anti-Semitism and
Holocaust denial prevalent on some
campuses. “We will work with a
number of different organisations
both within and outside of the
Jewish community to effectively
combat those issues. We will also
utilise the skills of our executive and
members to best understand how to
deal with these issues,” he said.
The meeting also included the
unanimous passing of motions in
the areas of gender and marriage
equality, inclusion of Sephardim
and Mizrachim, recognition
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples and Maoris, as well
as mental health awareness.

AUSTRALIAN Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull met with child sexual
abuse survivor Dassi Erlich last Friday to discuss the stalled extradition
proceedings against former Adass Israel principal Malka Leifer.
“We spent half an hour talking and I felt that he was very aware of the
issues and he wanted to hear more about my story,” Erlich told The AJN.
Leifer fled to Israel in 2008 when accusations that she had abused
students at the school surfaced. Despite Erlich’s campaign to bring her
back to Australia to face justice, Leifer has remained there ever since. Last
year, an Israeli judge ruled she is too mentally unstable to face extradition
proceedings relating to 74 counts of alleged abuse, but she was not
hospitalised and her movements are unrestricted.
“The Prime Minister was definitely empathetic and interested,” Erlich
said. “He wasn’t just asking the right questions. He meant what he said.”
Turnbull, along with several other Federal Members of Parliament,is
travelling to Israel later this month for the Battle of Beersheba Centenary
commemorations.
Erlich, who was accompanied to the meeting by her sister Elly Sapper
and former Victorian premier Ted Baillieu, is hoping that Turnbull will raise
Leifer’s extradition with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
other high-level government officials. “I felt assured that he will take this up
in Israel,” she said. “I’m confident that he will back up his words with action.”
A spokesperson for Turnbull said it was a constructive and positive
meeting. “The government remains committed to securing Malka
Leifer’s extradition and will continue to raise Dassi’s case with the Israeli
government at all levels,” the spokesperson said.

OCTOBER 6, 2017

ADVERTISEMENT

TISHREI 16, 5778

AJN

7

	
   ב'ה

MOUNT SINAI COLLEGE

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••• •••••••••••

2017 CAPITAL APPEAL

HONOURING TRADITION, EMBRACING CHANGE
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••• •••

WHAT DOES OUR TODAY AND TOMORROW LOOK LIKE?

•
•
•
•

Education – Collaborative learning is the signature of current and future education. By redesigning our facilities
into flexible learning spaces we will be aligned with the global trend and our technology philosophy.
Continuity – The College fosters and develops ethical behaviour derived from the Jewish moral and spiritual
heritage. This empowers our students to navigate the future with a clear moral purpose confident in their Jewish
identity.
Leadership – Mount Sinai students continue to take up key leadership positions at high schools and in the
greater community and excel academically.
Innovation – Teachers passionate about developing optimistic, critical and creative thinkers who will be learners
for life are the signature of education at Mount Sinai College. As an Apple Distinguished School – a designation
reserved for only 400 schools worldwide – Mount Sinai College is recognised for its innovation, leadership and
educational excellence.
;

Mount Sinai College is
a member of the JCA
family of organisations

To make a gift and support our Capital Appeal please call
02 9349 4877
www.mountsinai.nsw.edu.au

•

•

Distinguished School

Recognised by Apple as
a distinguished school for
innovation, leadership and
educational excellence.
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MASS SHOOTING IN US

Why I felt the need to travel to Las Vegas
In the wake of the
deadly shooting,
it is incumbent on
us as Jews to do all
we can to help.

W

E just got into
our car and
drove. Going
to Las Vegas
af ter
t he
deadliest mass
shooting in modern American
history felt like the right thing to
do. As Americans and as Jews, we
wanted to be a source of support
and love in the face of terror. We
wanted to stand with the victims
and their families. With Yom
Kippur only two days behind us
and Succot on its way, we saw a
window to show up – and so we
started to drive from LA.
Rabba Ramie Smith and I are
graduates of Yeshivat Maharat,
the first school to ordain Jewish
Orthodox female spiritual leaders. Our rabbi and teacher, Rav
Avi Weiss, taught us to show up.
As Jews, we are called to walk in
God’s ways, which means being
with the brokenhearted and the
vulnerable – to be present with an
open heart and open arms – even
when we are not sure what lies
ahead. And so, when our fellow
Americans, of all faiths and backgrounds, are in need, it is our duty
as Jews to be by their sides.
So what happened when we got
there? We delivered food and water
(donated by Yeshivat Maharat) to
a local church, whose representatives told us over the phone, “We
will be open for whoever needs
us for as long as is needed.” That
church took a truckload of food to

RABBANIT
ALISSA
THOMAS-NEWBORN
victims and their families, as well
as to volunteers around the city.
We spoke with local hospitals and
synagogues of different denominations and learned that every house
of worship in the city would be
offering a prayer vigil.
Everywhere we looked, the billboards flashed not with advertisements, but with thanks to the first
responders with the words “Pray
for Las Vegas.” Hotels provided
complimentary housing for victims
and their families from around the
country, and people in the street
stopped to check in with each other.

high school girl
‘ One
who was waiting to
hear about her sister
said, “Where is she? My
sister is supposed to
go to my graduation. I
didn’t tell her I loved
her enough.” I held
her as she sobbed.

’

We participated in a candlelight prayer vigil for all faiths and
provided one-on-one spiritual
counselling for those present. We
prayed from our Jewish texts, and
we heard the prayers of others and
their stories.
One woman who managed a
local restaurant opened her doors
to the victims until 4am on the
Monday after the shooting. She

Mourners attend a candlelight vigil at the corner of Sahara Avenue and Las Vegas Boulevard for the victims of Sunday
night’s mass shooting. 
Photo: by Drew Angerer/Getty Images

had been supporting and welcoming the victims into her restaurant
when they could not get into their
hotels – when they had nowhere
else to go. She came to the vigil
to get support for herself and to
process all she had seen and heard.
One local young man shared
frustration at how helpless it felt to
want to do something for the victims and families but not knowing
what to do. He said just bringing
positive energy and presence to
the vigil was his way of praying.
Tourists from all over the world
signed posters and lit candles. And
locals spoke about how proud they
were of this Vegas, this America,
that was united and, though hurt,
would never be broken.
And perhaps the most heartwrenching experience was providing spiritual care and counselling
at the family crisis centre, where
families of those who had not yet
been found were waiting for news

– waiting for 15 hours in limbo, in
the greatest nightmare, not knowing if their child was alive or dead,
or if their loved one was in a hospital or in a morgue.
One high school girl who was
waiting to hear about her sister
said, “Where is she? My sister is
supposed to go to my graduation. I
didn’t tell her I loved her enough.”
I held her as she sobbed.
So what can we do as a larger
Jewish community?
It is clear that Las Vegas will
continue to need our support in
the days and weeks to come. The
victims and their families, as well
as the local volunteers and laypeople, will need ongoing support
in a variety of forms as the city
mourns and heals. As Jews and
as Americans, we can each walk
in God’s ways by showing up in
whatever way we can.
We are about to enter into
Succot, a time of year when we are

acutely aware of our vulnerabilities
and fragility, so much so that we
dwell in fragile booths. And at the
same time, the succah itself is a
symbol of comfort and guidance,
a commemoration of the clouds
of glory that God sent to lead and
support us in the desert.
The succah embodies our connection with God in the face of fragility, and as we sit in it with friends
and family, it informs our relationship to each other. This Succot, let’s
bring the mitzvah of the succah to
life – let’s extend the idea of the
succah beyond the usual, going outside of our regular dwelling places.
Let’s walk in God’s ways and be a
source of comfort, guidance and
support to our fellow Americans.
JTA
Let’s show up. 
Rabbanit Alissa Thomas-Newborn
is a member of the spiritual
leadership at B’nai David-Judea
Congregation in Los Angeles.

‘OUR COLLECTIVE HEARTS ARE FILLED WITH SADNESS’

Las Vegas Jewish community rallies for victims
TWO Las Vegas synagogues have
held special evening prayers and
a GoFundMe page has raised over
$50,000 for an injured Jewish
woman as the city’s Jewish
community rallied to help in the
aftermath of Sunday night’s mass
shooting on the Strip.
Chabad Rabbi Mendy Harlig,
a chaplain with the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department,
told the Chabad.org website that
he spent time on Monday at a local
hospital with the husband and
mother-in-law of Natalie Grumet, a
Jewish California resident who was
injured in the shooting, The Times of
Israel reported.
The GoFundMe page established
to help Grumet return to California
for further treatment had surpassed
its $50,000 goal by Tuesday.
Samantha Arjune, daughter of
the recently retired superintendent
of the Ramaz Jewish day school in
New York City, was also injured in
the attack.
On Monday, she underwent
surgery on her leg; Arjune is not in a

life-threatening situation.
The two women were among the
more than 500 injured in the attack
by a lone gunman shooting Sunday
night at a concert from the 32nd
floor of the Mandalay Bay Resort
and Casino. At least 59 were killed.
Harlig said he spent Sunday night
at the scene of the attack offering
support to police officers in dealing
with the horrors they witnessed
and the following day at hospitals
providing support to victims and
their families.
Temple Sinai in Las Vegas on
Monday evening held a special
service to help the community
come to grips with the attack. More
than 100 members, young and old,
attended the service, the Forward
reported. Synagogue members said
they planned to visit the injured and
their families at local hospitals.
Midbar Kodesh Temple also held
special evening prayers and a nighttime vigil.
Todd Polikoff, president and
CEO of Jewish Nevada, the state’s
Jewish community federation, told

People take cover at the Route 91 Harvest country music festival after gun
fire was heard.
Photo: by David Becker/Getty Images

The Times of Israel that his staff had
been bringing supplies to the blood
service sites and sending food to the
trauma centre.
“Once the physical wounds heal,
there are going to be a lot of people
who need a lot of care dealing with
this in a mental way,” he said. “There
were 22,000 people there. We know
there were a number of members

of the Jewish community who
were there who got out unscathed
physically. But now they’re going to
need help.”
A post on the Jewish Nevada
Facebook page from Monday said,
“As the sun rises on Las Vegas today,
we will be a changed city. What
will not change is our compassion
for one another, our ability to

embrace millions of visitors every
year, and our resilience in the face
of challenging circumstances. This is
the greatness that we know persists,
in spite of the tragedy that we saw
this evening.
“We must now turn our
attention to those friends, family,
and strangers who are in the most
need. They are the ones who will
need to see and experience all of
the greatness that we embody in
our community. Now, more than
ever, we need to remind our fellow
community members, the rest of the
country, and the world that we are
#VegasStrong.”
A Facebook post by the Jewish
Community Centre of Southern
Nevada read: “Our collective hearts
are filled with sadness over the
senseless act of violence carried
out last night. Our prayers are with
victims and their families and we
thank first responders and everyone
that gave support and comfort
to those experiencing this horror.
#VegasStrong.”

JTA
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Clarity of direction
yields results.
We help family businesses
stay true to their values.
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Private
Clients
Private Clients
Family Office

kellypartners.com.au

KELLY+
PARTNERS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

9

10

AJN

OCTOBER 6, 2017
TISHREI 16, 5778

NEWS

AROUND
THE
J-COM

HINENI

Having a blast
ACTIVITIES including bubble soccer and
archery tag were some of the highlights at
Hineni’s senior adventure camp late last month.
Participants reunited with old friends from
camp, made new friends and interacted with
their madrichim for a fun-filled time.
Pictured (from left) are Tamar Jacobs, David
Ehrlich, Alex Hirsch, Ariel Golvan, Guy Suss.

Schools and
community
JUMPSTART@JCA

MORIAH COLLEGE

Insights into investing The future of
DAN Bennett, one of the Jewish
transport
community’s greatest business
minds, is due to speak at the next
instalment of Jumpstart’s Mentorship
Series next week.
Bennett is partner and
managing director at OurCrowd – a
crowdfunding platform for investing
in the technology start-up sector.
OurCrowd investors from around 100
countries have invested more than
$500 million in over 100 portfolio
companies across various sectors.
The company’s innovative business
model leads each deal by coinvesting alongside the investor.
Bennett will share his exclusive
insights about receiving funding in
conversation with Jonathan Barouch,
founder and CEO of Local Measure.
The mentorship session is on October
10, 6.30-8pm at the Jumpstart
Innovation Hub in Paddington. RSVP:
jumpstart@jca.org.au.

AN innovative alternative to public
transport devised by Moriah College
students was awarded first place in
the NRMA Future Transport Challenge
- an educational program for teams
of year 9 and 10 students to research
real-world transport issues, identify
the challenges of global cities,
explore new technologies, design
solutions and learn entrepreneurial
skills.
“It made us think more insightfully
about our personal future. It’s
incredible to think that it won’t be
long before these future ideas will
be implemented and be part of our
everyday life,” commented Moriah
College team member Sarah Miller.
The Moriah College pitch called
Passenger utilises electric self-driving
cars and photovoltaic solar-powered
charging stations with a mobile and
computer accessible application for
booking rides.

NRMA Group CEO Rohan Lund
reflected, “I was especially impressed
with the Passenger pitch from Moriah
College and I sincerely think we will
be using a similar service soon.”

REMEMBER SEPTEMBER

Campaign donations
soar
A RECORD 83 participants gave up
drinking all liquids apart from water
during last month’s Remember
September Challenge, raising $55,000
for the Avner Pancreatic Cancer
Foundation.
Organisers, Jewish Sydneysiders
Ben and David Wilheim, said they are
“completely stunned” by the amount
raised, as their target was $40,000.
The campaign has generated
$115,000 in donations since launching
four years ago.
“The Challenge has a bright
future ahead to continue bringing
awareness about, and funding for,
pancreatic cancer research,” Ben said.
“We will absolutely continue to

paint the world purple [the colour
of the campaign] in honour of the
memory of our father, Danny, and our
cousin, Danielle, and everyone else
that is either currently battling the
disease or has already unfortunately
lost their battle.”
Only seven per cent of people
with pancreatic cancer currently
survive for more than five years after
diagnosis, and there are more than
3000 new cases of the disease in
Australia each year.
For more information, visit
rememberseptember2017.
gofundraise.com.au.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Doron earns
‘junior OAM’

MASADA College year 12 student
Doron Lewin’s commitment to
volunteering has led him to be
named one of only 26 students in
NSW to receive a 2017 John Lincoln
Youth Community Service Award.

Regarded as the “junior version”
of the Medal of the Order of Australia
honour, the nominated students will
be presented with their certificates
at a ceremony at NSW Government
House at the end of this year.
“Since the beginning of high
school I’ve always wanted to get
involved in volunteering and
school life and to do as much as
possible,” commented Lewin, who
was nominated by Masada principal
Wendy Barel in recognition of his
long history of volunteer work and
involvement in extra-curricular
activities at Masada College, and his
role in helping behind the scenes at
North Shore Synagogue and at UIA
and JCA events.

STAND UP

Honouring
humanitarians
THIS year’s Ron Castan Humanitarian
Award and Ron Castan Young
Humanitarian Award will be
presented later this month by Stand

I No 2 Office Internationally I No 2 Principal I No 3 Principal
No 1 Sales Agent I No 5 Sales Agent I No 6 Sales Agent I No 7 Sales Agent I 5 Alan
White Elite Performers I 4 Chairman's Club Members I No 1 Loan Market Broker
No 1 Office Nationally

'Ray White awards
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Gabi’s inspirational Peace Award win
SHANE DESIATNIK

WIZO

Honey cake helpers

WIZO volunteers and their children help the elderly every Rosh Hashanah
by delivering delicious honey cakes to WIZO stalwarts. Donated by Lewis
Continental Kosher Kitchen, the cakes are a small thank you from WIZO to
their senior members for a lifetime of support.

Up – an organisation inspired by
a Jewish commitment to pursue
social justice. These awards
celebrate the contributions of
Jewish Australian individuals in their
chosen humanitarian fields – each of
whom have successfully dedicated
themselves to improving the lives of
others.
Honouring the legacy that Castan
left behind in the field of human
rights, and especially Indigenous

rights, the awards recognise
those individuals whose actions
and achievements embody the
characteristics of the late Ron Castan
– wisdom, empathy, intellect, and
graciousness.
The presentation will take place on
Wednesday, October 18, 6pm at
Arnold Bloch Leibler.
RSVP: events@standup.org.au.

“I KNOW how it feels to be
unseen.”
Those powerful words were
delivered by 2017 Dame Marie
Bashir Peace Award recipient Gabi
Stricker-Phelps in an acceptance
speech at NSW Parliament House
on September 25, revealing her
motivation for looking out for
young people in need.
The Ascham senior school captain was removed from her biological family by child protection
officers when aged nine, due to
severe neglect.
“My physical health was in a
terrible state … and I had never
read a book,” Gabi said.
With the loving support of
same-sex couple Professor Kerryn
Phelps and Jackie Stricker-Phelps
– who provided foster care before
formally adopting Gabi when she
turned 12 – she was able to
thrive, become dux at Reddam
primary school, and excel in high
school.
The Peace Award, run by the
NSW branch of the National
Council of Women, is open to
female senior high school students nominated by their principal for demonstrating leadership
in social justice and harmony.
“I feel very honoured, but also
a little surprised, to be getting an
award for doing what, to me, is
just the right thing.”

From left to right: Professor Kerryn Phelps, Peace Award recipient Gabi
Stricker-Phelps, Dame Marie Bashir, Jackie Stricker-Phelps and Sydney MP
Alex Greenwich at NSW Parliament House.

Gabi was the driving force
behind establishing the “I See
You” project with her School
Representative Council colleagues, creating a framework to
acknowledge all Ascham students
for their individual qualities and
achievements.
“It helped build a community
where the values of inclusiveness
and sisterhood were strengthened.”
Gabi also took up opportunities to speak to NSW government ministers about the need
for adoption policy reforms that
target red tape, and she is a vocal
supporter for marriage equality,
describing it as “a human rights
issue”.
“Some people have brought

"It's always rewarding to be acknowledged for the hard work and effort that goes into

Ray White Double Bay

running such a successful business. Our entire team has such a great passion and work
ethic that helps to give our office elite status. We would also like to thank our owners for
entrusting their most valuable asset with our company and we look forward to our mutual
continued success in the years to come:' - Craig Pontey, Michael Finger & Elliott Placks

0293639999
raywhitedoublebay.com

[raising] children into the discussion, but that just doesn’t hold
any ground, and I know that
better than most – I could not
have asked for better parents than
Kerryn and Jackie.”
The
Stricker-Phelps
are
Emanuel Synagogue members,
and Gabi particularly values the
influence of her grandfather
[Jackie’s dad] Dr Alfred Stricker
– a Kindertransport child who,
upon moving to Australia, started
off in foster care before living in a
Jewish children’s home in Sydney
until he was 16.
“He said to me early on that
you can either take every opportunity that comes your way, or
dwell in the past – and that really
connected.”

RayWhite.
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The Aron Kodesh at the Sephardi
synagogue in Bukhara.

Jews on the Silk Road
As the backbone of central Asia, the ancient Silk Road has a storied Jewish heritage. Tour leader
Rabbi Fred Morgan recounts his group’s exploration of this historic route.

T

HE heart of the ancient Silk Road
connecting the Han Chinese with
Istanbul were the lands of Central
Asia: present-day Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan and the Uighur lands of
western China. The Jewish presence
in the Asian bazaars precedes the Silk
Road itself, and Jewish traders have
never been absent from them.
This year I led two tours to the
Silk Road to explore its diverse cultural influences, especially its Jewish
history.
The name “the Silk Road” was
coined by a Western historian only
in the late 19th century. It denotes
an idea more than a specific trading
route. The caravans that traversed the
great deserts and mountain ranges
of China, Central Asia, Persia and
Mesopotamia carried more than
goods, slaves and merchants.
They also enabled the exchange of
music, knowledge, craft, languages
and religions, turning Central Asia
into a veritable melting pot of cultures from east to west. Secrets were
smuggled across borders in ancient
acts of industrial sabotage, especially
the silkworms and the manufacture
of silk fabric, paper, print technology,
gunpowder and even noodles.

As one empire replaced another,
so new religions overlapped the
old: pagan shamanistic cults gave
way to Zoroastrianism from Persia;
Buddhism was brought from northern India and Nestorian Christianity
from Syria; Islam came to Kokand
and Samarkand within a generation
after the death of Muhammad.
According to Bukharian legend,
remnants of the tribes of Issachar
and Naftali arrived following the
Assyrian destruction of the Northern
Kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE,
though other traditions locate the
Jewish arrival in the period of the
Babylonian exile, with trade from
Persia.
This makes the Bukharian Jewish
community one of the oldest in
the world, a fact of which today’s
Bukharian Jews are justifiably proud,
though there have been so many
overlays of migration through succeeding centuries that we would be
hard-pressed to trace any direct lines
of descent.
The region of Bukhara, which
included the great trading centres of
Samarkand and Tashkent, reached its
apex in terms of cultural achievement
and imperial ambition during the

Tour leader Rabbi Fred Morgan with a sefer Torah at the ark of the synagogue in
Samarkand.
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14th century reign of the great Amir Timur,
known in the West as Tamerlane, Timur the
Lame. We visited Timur’s magnificent family mausoleums in Samarkand as well as his
birthplace nearby in Shahrisabz.
After Timur’s death and then the execution of his grandson Ulugh Beg, a renaissance man of immense learning (especially
in astronomy), the empire disintegrated,
leading to several centuries of cultural isolation.
The Jewish community, too, was cut off
from the rest of the world, developing customs and traditions of its own.
The popular story is that in the 1790s
a charismatic Moroccan Jewish scholar,
Joseph Maimon, appeared in Bukhara. He
convinced the Bukharians to replace their
customs with his own Sephardi traditions.
Ever since, the Bukharian community has
identified as Sephardi while retaining its
sense of ethnic uniqueness.
A major wave of Ashkenazi immigration
took place during the years of World War
II (called, in the Soviet manner, the “Great
Patriotic War”). This occurred when Polish
Jews, initially exiled by the Russians to
Siberia, were freed by Russia and allowed to
move southwards into Central Asia. Many
settled in the Tajik-speaking countries of
Turkestan.
On the first tour, we managed by a
miracle to locate the grave of a traveller’s
great-uncle from Poland, Abraham Laub,
in the Jewish cemetery in Samarkand. We
movingly recited Kaddish at the graveside.
On the second tour, we visited the village
of Khuva, near Andijan in Uzbekistan’s
Fergana Valley, birthplace of one of our
travellers.
We arrived in Khuva just as Independence
Day celebrations were taking place in the
main square. After we were welcomed by the
mayor, the crowd quickly had us dancing to
traditional Uzbek music.
David Stern, a member of our tour,
whose family left Khuva when he was one
year old, was on his first visit back and was
deeply moved. Our “native son” was interviewed for national television!
Some Jewish residents played a leading
role in the life of their community, for example, the Kalantarov brothers in Samarkand.
Rafael Kalantarov built Samarkand’s
Gumbaz (“domed”) synagogue in the late
1800s.
Our second tour was privileged to hold
our Shabbat evening service in that synagogue. Abraham Kalantarov was a wealthy
businessman. His home, with its magnificent reception hall, now houses artefacts and
photos of the Bukharian Jewish community
of 120 years ago.
The geographic extremities of our tours
were Kashgar, an ancient caravanserai in
western China, and Khiva, an equally
ancient caravanserai with a Scheherazade
feel about it, located in the desert of western
Uzbekistan. The road through the Pamir
Mountains of Kyrgyzstan into China is one
of the world’s great journeys, though the
traveller has to be prepared to encounter a
ponderous series of checkpoints and border
crossings.
On the first tour, in May, the snow-covered mountains provided us with scenery
that easily rivalled the Alps. Kashgar itself
is a lesson in how the Chinese govern ethnically diverse territories, in this case, the
lands of the Muslim Uighur people.
The Sunday animal market in Kashgar,
which has been going on virtually since
the origins of the Silk Road, is as much
an assault on the senses today as it would
have been in past centuries; and perhaps
because of that, it is a uniquely fascinating
experience.
Khiva, on the other hand, is an old
walled city that has retained its exotic
charm through careful renovation of the
mediaeval buildings. Never have so many
mosques, madrasas and minarets been
packed into such a small space, with every
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The tour group visits a Bukharian Sephardi synagogue.

alleyway overflowing with souvenir stalls.
During one of the tours, we attended a
first-ever international indigenous dance festival in one of Khiva’s cobbled squares, a riot
of colour and movement. It was entrancing,
especially when we were once again invited
to join in the dancing in the aisles below
the stage.
In between China and Uzbekistan lies
Kyrgyzstan, a country made up almost
entirely of mountains, with the capital Bishkek (formerly called Frunze, after
the Russian general who incorporated
Kyrgyzstan as a Soviet Republic) housing
its only synagogue. There we heard the shofar sounded for Elul and wondered at the
miracle of Jewish existence in such a remote
corner of the world.

n between China and
‘ IUzbekistan
lies Kyrgyzstan

Bukharian Ashkenazi shule.

... There we heard the
shofar sounded for Elul
and wondered at the
miracle of Jewish existence
in such a remote corner
of the world.

’

Rabbi Fred Morgan
Tour leader

Prior to World War II, these lands of the
Silk Road were home to nearly 100,000
Jews. The great majority found new homes
during Soviet times in Israel, New York and
even Australia. They now number a couple
of thousand in total throughout Central
Asia.
The rabbi in Bishkek told us that their
relations with the Muslims are good; neither
community has much to do with the other.
However, there are signs of interaction.
For example, the central Sephardi synagogue in Samarkand hosts visits from
Muslim groups. Neither Islam nor Judaism
found life easy during the Soviet era. It is
curious to think that the ancient Silk Road,
with its rich mix of cultures and ethnicities,
may provide opportunities today for interreligious understanding.
Rabbi Fred Morgan is movement rabbi of the
Union for Progressive Judaism and an emeritus
rabbi at Temple Beth Israel, Melbourne.
The Shalom Silk Tour was the latest in a
series of Jewish cultural tours he
has organised around the globe.

The Jewish cemetery in Samarkand.
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With Nathan Jeffay reporting
from Jerusalem

This week: Israel • Kurdistan • France
KURDISH INDEPENDENCE

Israel backs Kurds, denies meddling
Israel is vehemently denying
claims that Mossad played
a role in orchestrating the
overwhelming support among
Iraqi Kurds for independence,
writes Nathan Jeffay.

I

SR AEL is set to get a new friend in its
hostile neighbourhood – but the prospect
of Kurdish independence is spawning
conspiracy theories that it’s only happening because of Mossad meddling.
More than 92 per cent of voters in
Iraqi Kurdistan backed independence in
last week’s referendum. But since results
were released, claims have abounded that
Israel was pulling strings to bring about
the referendum result – and have even
been heard from an international leader.
The result “shows one thing, that this
administration [the Kurdish leadership in
northern Iraq] has a history with Mossad,
they are hand-in-hand together,” Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was

quoted as saying. Hezbollah has claimed
that the vote was part of a US–Israeli plot
to divide Arab powers.
Conspiracy theorists have stressed
that, so far, Israel is the only country to
welcome the result, even going against
its staunch ally America to do so, and
pointed out that Israeli flags have been
waved by Kurdish activists.
Benjamin Netanyahu derided the
claims this week, telling his cabinet that
“Israel had no part in the Kurdish referendum, apart from the deep, natural
sympathy that the people of Israel have
had for many years for the Kurdish people
and their aspirations.”
He took a swipe at Turkey for its close
relationship with Hamas, and said: “I
understand why those who support Hamas
wish to see the Mossad everywhere.”
The result of the referendum is
non-binding, but is expected nevertheless
to lead to the Kurds trying to act upon it.
Figures across Israel’s political spectrum have echoed Netanyahu’s enthusiasm for Kurdish independence.
Yair Lapid, leader of the centrist Yesh
Atid party, wished the Kurds luck in getting their “moral right” before the vote

An Iraqi Kurdish man casts his vote in the Kurdish independence referendum.

Photo: Shahbazi/Iran Images/Parspix/Abacapress.com

declaring that “the Jewish people know
what it is to struggle for a homeland”.
Since the vote Lapid has lashed out at
Erdogan for threatening to put the damp-

ers on Turkey–Israel ties if Jerusalem
continues to back the Kurds.
“We do not take orders from him,”
Lapid said.

ANALYSIS

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Frictions with Palestinians, friendship with Kurds

W

ITH a new pledge
for settlement building, a new Israeli
annexation plan, and
Hamas reconciling with its old
foes, frictions between Israel and
the Palestinians are spiralling.
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu set off fury among
Palestinians on Tuesday, when he
visited the settlement of Maale
Adumim and promised to build
“thousands” of residential units
there.
He caused further controversy
by saying he will support a contentious bill that would place 19 settlements, including Maale Adumim,
inside Jerusalem’s municipal
boundaries – reclassifying them
from settlements to suburbs of
Jerusalem. This would be regarded
internationally as “annexation”.
Nabil Shaath, a senior adviser
to Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas, said that the moves represent “an attempt by Netanyahu to
destroy the two-state solution”.
Meanwhile, Netanyahu and his
government are unhappy about
Hamas’s latest actions – the breakthrough in its negotiations for
the Western-backed Palestinian
Authority to resume control of
Gaza.
The enmity between the PA
and the militant Hamas seems to
have been dinted, as on Monday

NATHAN
JEFFAY
the PA’s Prime Minister Rami
Hamdallah entered the lion’s
den, going from the West Bank
to Hamas-ruled Gaza for the first
time since 2015. It was, he said, a
“historic moment” in Palestinian
reconciliation.
These are words that have been
heard many times before, during
numerous reconciliation attempts.
The current attempt seems to
be moving faster and smoother
than others, and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu sounded
alarm bells on Tuesday.
He objected to the idea of the
PA, which has recognised Israel,
reconciling with Hamas which
hasn’t. Israel won’t accept reconciliation under which “the Palestinian
side reconciles at the expense of
our existence”. He seemed to be
raising the argument that if the
PA signs agreements with Hamas,
it could push the PA in a more
extreme direction.
As international criticism grows
on settlement actions and concerns
are high among Israeli leaders
about Palestinian reconciliation,
it is easy to see why Jerusalem is
so excited about the Kurdish inde-

A view of Maale Adumim.

pendence vote: a rare piece of simple good news for the Jewish state.
It’s not every day that Jerusalem
looks set to get a new ally exactly
where it most needs one – on Iran’s
doorstep. In strategic terms a state
friendly to Israel right by Iran
would be a godsend for Israel.
You know that Israel is serious about its enthusiasm for the
Kurdish vote when it is prepared
to go at odds with so many others.
“It puts Israel with dilemmas
in relation to Washington which
came out clearly against, and it
exacerbates an already tense relationship with Turkey,” said Oded
Eran, one of the leading experts
on Israeli–Kurdish relations, in an
interview with The AJN.

Photo: Uriel Sinai/Getty Images

The plus-points of Kurdish
independence for Jerusalem are
overwhelming. Israel could use a
Kurdish state for intelligence gathering and as a military base, and
the Kurds will be likely to welcome
Israel to give weight to their deterrent capability against surrounding
countries that are unhappy with
its independence. But Israel isn’t
only interested in Kurds in the
Iraqi region that have backed independence.
An alliance between Israel and a
Kurdish state could prove a model
for an Israeli relationship with areas
of Syria that could well become
Kurdish-run if Syria is carved up
in the course of the civil war. To
Israeli delight, all of this could

throw a spanner in the works of
Iran’s plan to establish a direct line
of control – made up of its forces
and other friendly powers – from
Tehran to the Mediterranean.
“There is a real benefit, especially
if the Kurds in Syria and in Iraq
cooperate,” said Eran, a researcher
at the Institute for National
Security Studies, discussing the
referendum result. “Cooperation
with the Kurds in Iraq and Syria
would be a meaningful buffer to
the Iranian desire to get a corridor
from Iran to the Mediterranean.”
As well as strategic concerns,
there is a genuine camaraderie in
Israel for a small people pursuing independence – as referenced
by Benjamin Netanyahu and Yair
Lapid. Shimon Peres was a keen
advocate for the Kurds during his
presidency, and in 2014 even urged
then-US president Barack Obama
to follow his logic.
“The Kurds have, de facto, created their own state, which is democratic,” Peres said, summarising
a conversation with Obama. “One
of the signs of a democracy is the
granting of equality to women.”
Peres’ comments meant so much
to Kurds that when he died last
year, 100 of his admirers in the
Province of Duhok held a mourning ceremony.
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‘UNDERMINING PEACE TALKS’

Concern as PA joins Interpol

Killer’s brother on
trial for complicity
THE trial of the brother of the
gunman who killed three children
and an adult at a Jewish school in
France in 2012 has begun.
Abdelkader Merah, 35, is being
tried for his alleged complicity
in the slayings by Mohammed
Merah at the Toulouse school, as
well as three soldiers.
The trial started on Monday
in Paris in a special tribunal qualified to review highly classified
material presented by the prosecution, Le Figaro daily reported.
The content of the indictment
against Merah, whom the prosecution wants imprisoned for life,
is subject to a strict gag order.
In addition to Abdelkader
Merah, another suspected Islamist,
34-year-old Fettah Malki, also
is facing charges of assisting
Mohammed Merah carry out
terrorist attacks in March 2012.
Mohammed Merah gunned down
three children and a rabbi at the
school. He was killed in a shootout
with police at an apartment three
days after the school killings.
Both the older brother and
Malki have denied having any
prior knowledge of Mohammed
Merah’s planned attacks, but police
say they have evidence suggesting
both were involved in preparations. Abdelkader Merah also supported his brother spiritually and
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Mohammed Merah

psychologically in his becoming a
terrorist, the prosecution said.
Born to a family of four children, Mohammed Merah was
“raised to be an anti-Semite
because anti-Semitism was part
of the atmosphere at home,” his
youngest brother, Abdelghani,
said in 2013.
Abdelghani
Merah
has
denounced his family publicly,
calling their denials and claims of
innocence part of their belief in
taqqiyah – an Islamic term meaning “subterfuge” in the service
of jihad.
The Merahs’ sister, Souad,
fled France after authorities there
questioned her for saying she
was proud of her brother. She
and her four children were seen
three years ago in the Turkish
city of Gazyantep, where they are
believed to have crossed into Syria
to join the Islamic State terrorist
group, according to reports on
the TF1 television station.JTA

TO Israeli dismay, the Palestinians
have just joined Interpol, the international crime-fighting organisation.
The Palestinians will now be
able to issue “red notices,” official
documents that prompt Interpol
members to locate and extradite
wanted men and women.
Jerusalem is worried that the
Palestinian Authority will use its
new power to try to push for
arrests of Israeli politicians and
former soldiers for alleged war
crimes. This is a tactic already tried
by activists using national laws in
various countries, including the
UK, Spain and Turkey.
“Theoretically,
‘Palestine’
could issue an arrest warrant for
Netanyahu and say he’s accused of
war crimes,” Robbie Sabel, a former legal adviser to Israel’s Foreign
Ministry, told The AJN.
The PA has said that it won’t
use Interpol to push for political
arrests, and theoretically it doesn’t
allow this use of “red notices.” But
there have been suggestions that
various countries, including China,
are blurring the line between criminal and political matters in Interpol.
Sabel said that Palestinians
could use its Interpol membership
to issue the notices. He does not
expect any other country to act
on the notices and make arrests,
but said that it could cause Israel

The leaders of the Interpol General Assembly at the Beijing National
Photo: Lintao Zhang/Pool/Getty Images
Convention Centre.

embarrassment internationally.
Israeli officials are not commenting publicly on fears that the new
development at Interpol could lead
to “red notices”. But they are vocal
on the other aspect of the decision
– the fact that it’s a major victory for
Palestinian unilateralism.
Five years ago, the Palestinians
persuaded the UN to consider
them a state, wiping away the previous understanding that the world
would only recognise Palestinian
statehood when it comes out of
negotiations with Israel. Ever since,
Palestinian leaders have been pushing for more and more international
organisations to reinforce this claim
that they now have a state.
The Israeli government and
the police have argued that the
Palestinians set their sights on
Interpol as part of a plan to “evade

direct negotiations” and take the
unilateral route to statehood.
The Palestinians reject this
claim with Foreign Minister Riyad
al-Malki insisting they are serious
about fighting crime. He said: “The
state of Palestine views this membership and the responsibilities it entails
as an integral part of its responsibility towards the Palestinian people
and its moral obligation towards
citizens of the world.”
But in Jerusalem, the Interpol
membership is seen as all about
politics. “This is not a decision
based on professional need,” said
Israeli President Reuven Rivlin.
“It is absolutely a political decision.
It is very sad that the Palestinians
have been able to politicise another
professional body, as part of their
campaign to undermine peace
talks and delegitimise Israel.”

A S P E C I A L I N V I TAT I O N
You are invited to join us for Professor John Mattick’s
Partners for the Future morning tea on Monday 13th November.
Dear Friend,
I would like to extend an invitation to you to become a Partner for the Future.
The Garvan Institute is one of the world’s best medical research institutes and
we are proud to be leading the transformation of medicine in Australia. Over
morning tea, I will share with you our vision for the future of the Garvan Institute
and the cutting edge work we are doing at our Darlinghurst facilities. I will
also share with you the importance of bequests to our mission.
I look forward to meeting you.
Professor John Mattick
Professor John Mattick AO FAA FRCPA
Executive Director
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

For more information and to reserve your place for
Professor John Mattick’s Partners for the Future morning tea
Professor John Mattick has made a significant
contribution to the understanding of genetics
and genomics through his farsighted theories
on DNA coding and the human genome.
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REMEDYING A HISTORIC INJUSTICE

The case for Kurdish Independence
Why is there so much
international support
for Palestinian
independence
but not Kurdish
independence?

M

ORE than 90
per cent of Iraq’s
Kurdish population have now
voted for independence from
Iraq. While the referendum is not
binding, it reflects the will of a
minority group that has a long
history of persecution and statelessness.
The independence referendum
is an important step toward remedying a historic injustice inflicted
on the Kurdish population in
the aftermath of the First World
War. Yet, while millions took to
the streets to celebrate, it is clear
that the challenges of moving forward toward establishing an independent Kurdistan are only just
beginning. Already, Iraqi Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi, has said:
“We will impose the rule of Iraq
in all of the areas of the KRG,
with the strength of the constitution.” Meanwhile, other Iraqi
lawmakers have called for the prosecution of Kurdish representatives
who organised the referendum –
singling out Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) President
Masoud Barzani, specifically.
While Israel immediately supported the Kurdish bid for independence, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan tried to extort
Israel to withdraw its support, and
threatened to end the process of
normalisation unless it does so.
It is worth noting that Turkey
strongly supports statehood for
the Palestinians but not for their
own Kurdish population. The
Palestinian leadership, which is
seeking statehood for its people,
also opposes statehood for the
Kurds. Hypocrisy abounds in the
international community, but that
should surprise no one.
The case for Palestinian statehood is at least as compelling as
the case for Kurdish statehood,
but you would not know that by
the way so many countries support Palestinian statehood but not
Kurdish statehood. The reason for
this disparity has little to do with
the merits of their respective cases
and much to do with the countries
from which they seek independence. The reason, then, for this
double standard is that few countries want to oppose Turkey, Iraq,
Iran and Syria; many of these same
countries are perfectly willing to
demonise the nation-state of the
Jewish people. Here is the comparative case for the Kurds and the
Palestinians.
First, some historical context.
In the aftermath of WWI, the
allied forces signed a treaty to
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reshape the Middle East from the
remnants of the fallen Ottoman
Empire. The 1920 Treaty of Sevres
set out parameters for a unified
Kurdish state, albeit under British
control. However, the Kurdish
state was never implemented,
owing to Turkish opposition and
its victory in the Turkish War of
Independence, whereby swaths
of land intended for the Kurds
became part of the modern Turkish
state. As a result, the Kurdish
region was split between Turkey,
Syria, Iraq and Iran, and the Kurds
were dispersed around northern
Iraq, southeast Turkey and parts
of Iran and Syria. Although today
no one knows its exact population
size, it is estimated that there are
around 30 million Kurds living in
these areas.
In contrast to the Palestinian
people, who adhere to the same
traditions and practices as their
Arab neighbours, and speak the
same language, Kurds have their
own language (although different groups speak different dialects) and subscribe to their own
culture, dress code and holidays.
While the history and genealogy
of Palestinians is intertwined with
that of their Arab neighbours
(Jordan’s population is approximately 50 per cent Palestinian),
the Kurds have largely kept separate from their host-states, constantly aspiring for political and
national autonomy.
Over the years, there have been
countless protests and uprisings
by Kurdish populations against
their host-states. Some rulers have
used brute force to crack down
on dissent. Consider Turkey, for
example, where the “Kurdish
issue” influences domestic and foreign policy more than any other
matter. Suffering from what some
historians refer to as “the Sevres
Syndrome” – paranoia stemming
from the allies’ attempt to carve
up parts of the former Ottoman
Empire for a Kurdish state –
President Erdogan has subjected
the country’s Kurdish population
to terror and tyranny, and arrested
Kurds who are caught speaking
their native language.
But perhaps no group has had it
worse than the Kurds of Iraq, who
now total 5 million – approximately
10-15 per cent of Iraq’s total population. Under the Baathist regime
in the 1970s, the Kurds were subject to “ethnic cleansing”. Under
the rule of Saddam Hussein, they
were sent to concentration camps,
exposed to chemical weapons and
many were summarily executed.
It is estimated that approximately
100,000 Kurds were killed at the
hands of the Baathist regime. So
“restitution” is an entirely appropriate factor to consider – although
certainly not the only one – in
supporting the establishment of an

Photo: (Chris McGrath/Getty Images)

Kurdish people rallying for independence in Erbil, Iraq in September.

independent Kurdistan in northern Iraq.
In contrast, the Palestinians
have suffered far fewer deaths at
the hands of Israel (and Jordan),
yet many within the international
community cite Palestinian deaths
as a justification for Palestinian
statehood. Why the double
standard?

a region comprised of bloody violence, destruction and failed states.
Why then did the United States
– along with Russia, the EU,
China and the UN – come out
against independence for one of
the largest ethnic groups without a state, when they push so
hard for Palestinian statehood?
The US State Department said it

the Baathist regime in the 1970s, the Kurds
‘ Under
were subject to “ethnic cleansing”. Under the rule
of Saddam Hussein, they were sent to
concentration camps, exposed to chemical
weapons and many were summarily executed.

’

There are many other compelling reasons for why the Kurds
should have their own state. First,
the Iraqi Kurds have their own
identity, practices, language and
culture. They are a coherent nation
with profound historical ties to
their territory. They have their
own national institutions that separate them from their neighbours,
their own army (the Peshmerga)
and their own oil and energy strategy. International law stipulated
in Article 1 of the Montevideo
Convention on the Rights and
Duties of States, lays the foundation for the recognition of state
sovereignty.
The edict states: “the state as a
person of international law should
possess the following qualifications: (a) a permanent population;
(b) a defined territory; (c) government; and (d) capacity to enter into
relations with the other states.”
The KRG meets these criteria, as least as well as do the
Palestinians.
Moreover, the autonomous
Kurdish region in northern Iraq –
the closest it has come to having its
own state – has thrived and maintained relative peace and order
against the backdrop of a weak,
ineffectual Iraqi government and
a brutal civil war. As such, it represents a semblance of stability in

was “deeply disappointed” with
the action taken, while the White
House issued a statement calling
it “provocative and destabilising”.
Essentially, the international community cites the following two
factors for its broad rejection:
1. That it will cause a destabilising effect in an already fragile Iraq that may reverberate in
neighbouring states with Kurdish
populations;
2. That the bid for independence will distract from the broader
effort to defeat ISIS – which is
being fought largely by Kurdish
Peshmerga forces.
These arguments are not compelling. Iraq is a failed state that
has been plagued by civil war for
the last 14 years, and the Kurdish
population in its north represent the only real stability in that
country, while also assuming the
largest military role in combating
ISIS’ occupation of Iraqi territory.
There is also nothing to suggest
that an independent Kurdistan
would cease its cooperation with
the anti-ISIS coalition. If anything, the stakes in maintaining
its newfound sovereignty would be
higher. Additionally, Iraqi Kurds
were a key partner for the US
coalition that toppled Saddam
Hussein’s regime and has staved
off further sectarian tensions in

that country. One thing is clear:
if the United States continues to
neglect its “friends” and allies in
the region – those on the front
line in the fight against ISIS – the
damage to its credibility will only
increase.
Israel is the only Western
democracy to come out in support of Kurdish independence in
northern Iraq. One would expect
that the state-seeking Palestinian
Authority (PA) – which has cynically used international forums
to push for Palestinian self-determination – would back Kurdish
efforts for independence. However,
while seeking recognition for its
own right to statehood, the PA
instead subscribed to the Arab
League’s opposing position. This
is what Hasan Khreisheh of the
Palestinian Legislative Council
said about the referendum: “The
Kurds are a nation, same as Arabs,
French and English. But this referendum is not an innocent step.
The only country behind them is
Israel. Once Israel is behind them,
then from my point of view, we
have to be careful.”
Clearly, there are no limits to
the Palestinian Authority’s hypocrisy.
Nor are there any limits to the
hypocrisy of those university students and faculty who demonstrate
so loudly for Palestinian statehood,
but ignore or oppose the Kurds.
When is the last time you read
about a demonstration in favour
of the Kurds on a university campus? The answer is never. No one
who supports statehood for the
Palestinians can morally oppose
Kurdish independence. But they
do, because it is double-standard
hypocrisy, and not morality, that
frames the debate over the Israeli–
Palestinian conflict.
This article was originally published by
The Gatestone Institute,
www.gatestoneinstitute.org
Alan M. Dershowitz is Felix Frankfurter
Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard
Law School and author of, Trumped
Up! How Criminalization of Political
Differences Endangers Democracy,
which is now available.
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Do you have something to say?
Email letters@jewishnews.net.au

Inside: The Jewish case for voting Yes

YOUR SAY

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jewish support
AS an openly gay man since 2002,
attending Cranbrook School, growing up in Bellevue Hill and being a
Protestant, I have always valued
the enduring support of many dear
friends in the Jewish community.
In fact, they were some of my
strongest allies at school when I
first came out as a 14-year-old boy.
The NSW Jewish Board of
Deputies as a representative
body resolving firmly to support
marriage equality in the eyes of
Commonwealth legislation is
another demonstration of the
goodwill of the Jewish people
towards fellow Australians.
Marriages build families, and
they also build and bind communities together.
As always, I sincerely thank the
Jewish community for their continual support.
Sean Carmichael
Bellevue Hill, NSW

A common humanity
MY father is Anglican from New
Zealand, My mother a Catholic
from Italy, my grandparents fought
a war on different sides, my dad’s

best friend was Jewish, I am a gay
Australian.
I was national co-chair of
Rainbow Labor for five years, and
in 2014, the Labor Candidate for
Prahran, and throughout that time
and before have proudly owned a
kippah, been to many a shule and
proudly support the State of Israel.
It was with great pride and happiness I read the decision by the
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies to
support secular marriage equality in
Australia. I was reminded of a key
statement a rabbi from SA gave me
in 2009, one I have repeated many
times to many people “all human
beings are created b’tzelem Elohim,
or equal in the eyes of God, the
Jewish people are all too familiar
with discrimination and worse, and
we reject it however rationalised”.
We share a common humanity
and history, and as respective communities have faced similar struggles, none more obvious a reminder
than earlier this year when I visited
Berlin, on one side of the street is
the Memorials to the Murdered
Jews of Europe, the other side,
the Memorial to Homosexuals
Persecuted Under Nazism.
To the Jewish community leaders

Photo: Blankstock/Dreamstime

DIFFERENT CUSTOMS

Not everyone has honey

RECENT editions of The AJN have been replete with references to honey as
a symbol of Rosh Hashanah, which seemed to imply that it is a universally
accepted symbol of the festival and used by Jews all over the world.
While honey is certainly associated with the practice of the predominant
Ashkenazi community, in fact there have been other communities where
honey was not used and was even considered unacceptable on the festive
table. Such Sephardi communities take their cue from an interpretation
of the Talmudic account of the Pitum Haketoreth which refers to the daily
sacrifices and the incense burnt in the Temple, where we read that no kind
of honey should be used in the incense. The festive table is likened to the
altar in the Temple and consequently honey is not appropriate there. The
wish for a sweet year in these communities is accompanied by tasting a jam
or “murabbah”, made of apples (quinces in some communities) stewed in
sugar and various aromatic spices.
Nor in such communities is challah dipped in honey. Again, as the table
symbolises the altar, where every sacrifice needs to be prepared with
salt, during the festivals of the month of Tishrei, as all Jews do on Shabbat
throughout the year, these groups dip the bread in salt – only that during
Tishrei, the salt is mixed with sugar, thereby fulfilling both the requirement
to add salt to the “sacrifice”, and the prayer that the year ahead will be a
sweet one.
May the year 5778 prove to be sweet for us all – whether we are
accustomed to using sugar or honey.
Dr Myer Samra, Woollahra, NSW

saying “yes”, I applaud and acknowledge your decision, which would
have been hard and difficult for
many, and thank you for your support of the “yes” campaign. History
will remember your support.
Neil Pharaoh
St Kilda, Vic

Why I must vote no
I AM not homophobic. I respect all
views and hope other people will
offer the same respect to my view.
Why has the issue of marriage
equality been promoted in so
many countries around the world?
Do we truly understand what we
have been asked to vote for?
In my opinion, a minority
group, people who are homosexual, are being used as a political
tool by a social movement with a
particular vision of what they see
as the way the world should be. In
this vision, there are no substantial differences between male and
female. If such differences exist,
they are not inborn and eternal;
they are due to forces in society,
against which they believe we are
obligated to struggle. In my opinion, In my opinion, the inherent
danger in this belief is that it
ignores the biological truths and
the medical facts.
The world has witnessed much
unfair treatment of both individuals and minority groups. Such
behaviour as stigmatising a group
or individual, bullying them, vilifying them, physically attacking
them, murdering them at the very
worst, has been to our shame,
a recurring happening throughout history. Many suicides have
resulted from the cruel and unjust
treatment of individuals who differ
from the majority. Today people
are trying to grapple with this and
desire change for the better.
While understanding that those
who are homosexual may wish the
legalisation of same-sex marriage,
would this be a just law? For those
of us who believe marriage is a
sacred covenant between a man
and a woman handed down to us
from God as specified in Torah
law, a law legitimising same-sex
marriage would seem to be arguing
against the sanctity of God’s law.
With every compassion for those
who so desire the law to change and
understanding why this is their wish
I must vote no for the sanctity of
God’s name, for the physical, mental
and spiritual health of the nation as
I view it and for the Torah way of
life so precious to me that I will do
everything in my power to protect it.
Sue Zimmerman
East St Kilda, Vic

Forming my own AJA
I’M forming my own Australian
Jewish Association (AJA), but
mine will be vastly different to the
other one. Mine will be accepting,
respectful and will stand up for

equality irrespective of race, religion
or sexual orientation. My AJA will
foster Jewish values like compassion,
kindness, dignity and inclusion.
And, unlike the other AJA, mine
will put admonishing neo-Nazis,
white supremacists and all other
mongers of fear and hatred at the
forefront of its agenda. So, if you
wish to join, you already have.
Henry Herzog
St Kilda East, Vic

Misrepresenting AJA
THERE has been a very positive response to Australian Jewish
Association (AJA) from many in
our community. The AJN poll
published on 15/09 asked the
question “Do communal organisations represent you?” with 57
per cent of respondents casting a
No vote. While not a rigorous poll,
this does reaffirm the impression
that there is indeed a demand for
a new voice founded on politically
conservative principles and guided
by Torah values.
Unfortunately, some ill-informed detractors have chosen to
make derogatory public remarks
without consulting an AJA representative. Two such letters were
published recently (AJN 22/9).
Benseon Apple while lauding
AJA’s commitment to be guided
by genuine Torah values goes on
to criticise the organisation for
not providing its own definition.
Mr Apple should know that there
has been enough written on the
subject to literally fill libraries. It
would be quite impertinent for
AJA to seek to define Torah values
rather than be advised by rabbinical authorities.
His reference to attacking Islam
is an uninformed typical inverted
morality. In the light of the experience of Jewish communities across
Europe, we do strongly believe it
is important to start a discussion
about anti-Semitism driven by radical Islam. Those who have already
attended AJA presentations know
that rather than advocate anything
which would encourage an attack
mentality, we expose those who
do and explain why with properly
researched information.
John Nemesh refers inter alia to
“meshugganas”. Perhaps he should
consider the possibility that those
founding AJA are educated, senior,
experienced and genuinely community-minded fulfilling a compelling need to articulate views not
represented by the existing bodies.
These were published in the
edition which relates to Rosh
Hashanah. During the high holy
day period forgiveness should be
sought. So perhaps your correspondents will consider a public apology for their intemperate
remarks and they will surely be
forgiven.
Dr David Adler
AJA President

OUR SAY
US gun laws
an ongoing
madness
AT the time of going to press,
it is uncertain yet whether any
of the victims of the Las Vegas
shooting massacre were Jewish
and/or Australian, but in reality,
it matters not. Whatever the
race, religion or nationality
of the victims, we are chilled
and horrified at headlines
proclaiming a constantly rising
death and injury count.
With at least 59 dead
and around 500 wounded,
the October 1 attack is now
the worst mass-shooting in
American history.
As Jews, it especially saddens
us that this tragedy occurred so
early in our New Year and only
one day after Yom Kippur, a day
from which we emerge uplifted
and focused on making it a
better year ahead.
The events in Las Vegas have
moved Rabbi Douglas Sagal of
New Jersey to compose a dark
parody of the Unetaneh Tokef, the
Yom Kippur prayer that proclaims
the awe we feel on the Day of
Atonement, as we ponder “who
shall live and who shall die”.
According to Rabbi Sagal’s
searing poem, “Today it is
written, today it is sealed in the
United States of America – Who
shall die, and who shall be
injured, who shall be scarred
for life, and who shall be left
disabled; who by full automatic
fire, and who by semi-auto; who
by AR, and who by AK; who by
pistol and who by revolver …
repentance, prayer and charity
will do absolutely nothing to
avert the decree, nothing, for our
politicians are too frightened.”
Easy access to offensive
weapons has for decades placed
the US at odds with almost all
other western democracies,
including Australia, where saner
gun control measures have
prevailed.
But in the US, the often
misinterpreted “right to bear
arms”, the Second Amendment
of the Constitution, is an
anachronistic provision, adopted
in 1791, by a vulnerable nation
that had only recently taken up
arms to secure its independence.
Despite what the US gun
lobby says, it has no place in the
21st century. While there may
be isolated incidents of armed
civilians minimising the impact of
terrorist attacks, gun possession
has surely caused far more evil
than it has ever prevented.
May sense prevail. In the
meantime, we mourn for the
violent loss of innocent lives
in Las Vegas and pray for the
speedy recovery of the injured..
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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
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-------------------------

Which way are you
voting in the samesex marriage survey?

Jewish values compel me to vote Yes
As well as legal reasons for supporting marriage equality and the effect it will have on
preventing suicides, Jewish moral philosophy impels us to vote Yes in the postal survey.
HANNAH
ARONI

YES, because I believe they have
the same right as any of us to
choose who they live with and
who they marry.
Rachel Pilosof, Retiree

YES, because I think people
of the same sex shouldn’t be
discriminated against. If they
love each other and want to get
married, who are we to say they
shouldn’t?
Gary Lenczycki, Carer

NO, because I disagree with the
unknown aspects of this.
Kevin Collins, Doctor

NO, because I object to the
bullying and coercion of the
yes campaign. Everyone should
be left to make up their minds
without that.
Dorothy Curtis, Lawyer

YES, because I believe that we
should all have equality, and
there shouldn’t be discrimination
as we are all human and deserve
to have the same benefits.
Marcia Narunsky, Retiree

ONLINE POLL
jewishnews.net.au

68%
Yes

32%
No

Next week:

Is enough being
done by western
governments to
combat extremism?

L

IKE many within the
Australian Jewish community, I was blessed
with the gifts of an
Orthodox upbringing
and a Jewish education
delivered by learned, passionate
and inspirational teachers. Those
dual gifts have shaped me as a
person and directed the course of
my life, leading me to follow in
the footsteps of much more distinguished Jews to pursue law and
social work.
In recent weeks, it has become
evident that other recipients of
those dual blessings, whose hearts
and minds were similarly shaped
by Yiddishkeit, are reluctant to
vote yes to support marriage equality for LGBTIQ+ people. Some
have considered it their religious
obligation to vote no and encourage others to do the same.
I therefore feel equally obligated to explain – not as a rabbi or
a person with any special religious,
intellectual or moral standing, but
merely as someone whose moral
consciousness was formed by
Judaism and who has taken a professional and personal interest in
the issues at play – why my Jewish
values compel me to vote yes.
I believe I must vote yes because
in Parshat Shoftim, the Torah says
“Justice, justice, you shall pursue!”
While some commentators believe
“justice” is repeated for simple
emphasis, others, like Rabbenu
Nissim, say it means we should
champion both the law’s letter
and the spirit of justice. Right
now, Australian LGBTIQ+ people
are not legally equal in spirit or
practice. Although de facto relationships are theoretically legally
recognised and offered some protections, in practice de facto status
does not confer the same certainty
or protection as civil marriage.
Whereas marriage is an easily
provable legal agreement and status, de facto status must be proven
by investigating facts about the
relationship, some of which are
private, intention-based and hard
to demonstrate.
After completing a thesis on the
challenges of proving a de facto
relationship under Australian family law, I saw the theory in practice
while working as a Family Court
legal associate. There, I witnessed
the devastation that followed when
people could not prove their past
de facto status, or could only do so
after spending years embroiled in
wrenching legal conflict, sacrificing
thousands on legal fees, and revealing intimate details in open court.
This difference affects not only
family law but also medical decision-making, superannuation and
recognition of parental status. (For
more, see legal academics Hannah
Robert and Fiona Kelly’s recent

Image: Colorscurves/Dreamstime

article for The Conversation.) These
inequities do not result in fewer relationships of the kind that discomfit
some religious Jews; they only cause
suffering, denying the realities of
people’s lives. In the Mishnah, closing legal loopholes in divorce law to
prevent injustice following marital
dissolution is described as a matter
of “tikkun olam”, reparation of a
fractured world.

must also recognise when we have
been manipulated, and, as our tradition of rigorous intellectual inquiry
teaches, must seek truth rather than
perpetuating falsehoods.
Scaremongers trying to influence
our community from the outside –
like those who purchased a recent
advertisement in this newspaper –
claim marriage equality will affect
religious freedom. This assertion

Shoftim, the Torah says ‘Justice, justice,
‘InyouParshat
shall pursue!’ ’
If this were not enough, I
believe I must vote yes because
the Mishnah says “whoever saves a
single life is considered by Scripture
to have saved the whole world”. Five
of Australia’s peak youth mental
health research and frontline service
organisations have assessed the evidence and believe marriage equality
will likely avert up to 3000 youth
suicide attempts each year.
This estimate, published in their
joint statement “#mindthefacts”,
draws on earlier compelling research
from the United States published in
JAMA Pediatrics, where youth suicide attempt rates were compared
across US state jurisdictions.
Researchers found that when
states enshrined marriage equality as law, LGBTIQ+ teenagers
became substantially less likely to
attempt suicide. We cannot ignore
the opportunity to save lives.
I believe Jewish communities

ignores robust legal protection
of religious freedom in Australia,
including broad religious exemptions from anti-discrimination law
in this area and in areas where the
law already supports equality. (For
more information, look to the Equal
Opportunity and Human Rights
Commission.) There is no realistic
basis for believing this will change
– the Prime Minister and Treasurer
say religious freedom would be a top
priority in any legislation.
The private members’ bill
recently drafted by Senator Dean
Smith contains substantial religious
exemptions. Notably, the Greens say
they would support this bill – assertions of the Australian left’s desire to
curtail religious freedom are greatly
exaggerated. The advertisement also
conflated marriage law and education policy, alluding to an optional
anti-bullying program which provides resources rather than forced

curricula, and suggesting it would
be involuntarily foisted upon all
schools. (For more, see Benjamin
Law’s recent Quarterly Essay and
Bill Louden’s Fact Check in The
Conversation.) The advertisement
used already bullied and vulnerable
transgender children as ideological
weapons and objects of ridicule. We
should be protecting all vulnerable children and treating all fellow
humans with respect.
As Jews, we have been painted
as villains and deviants using caricature, falsehood, and manipulation of societal fears by those
who see us as second-class citizens.
We should not stand by when
this is done to others or to the
LGBTIQ+ Jews amongst us.
Hillel the Elder said not just “If
I am not for myself who will be
for me?” but also “If I am only for
myself, what am I?”
It’s up to you to make your own
informed choice. Picture someone saying that about a vote on
whether Jews can access civil marriage, or any civil legal institution,
and you may see why that sentence
is heartbreaking, and what a terrible position LGBTIQ+ people
have been placed in, but it is true.
I hope you will consider the
Jewish case for Yes.
Hannah Aroni has worked as a legal
researcher/associate at the Family
Court of Australia and the Victorian
Court of Appeal. Her thesis on de facto
relationships under the Family Law Act
received the Supreme Court Exhibition
Prize for Best Honours Thesis. She
attended Beth Rivkah Ladies’ College.
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All your religious matters
brought to you by Yossi Aron

Shabbat times: Friday, October 6 – Tishrei 16, Candle lighting not after 6.43pm. Saturday, October 7– Tishrei 17, Shabbat ends 7.40pm
Yom Tov times: W
 ednesday, October 11 – Tishrei 21, (Eruv Tavshillin) Candle lighting 6.47pm. Thursday, October 12– Tishrei 22, candle lighting not before 7.44pm
Friday, October 13 – Tishrei 23, Candle lighting not after 6.49pm. Saturday, October 14– Tishrei 24, Shabbat ends 7.46pm

SICHAT YOSEF

Succot: A foretaste of the redemption
It might be a flimsy hut but there is so much
more meaning to the succah in which we are
about to dwell for seven days.

W

HY do we observe Succot
after Yom Kippur? On
Rosh Hashanah God sits
in judgement over Israel.
On Yom Kippur he seals
his judgement.
Perhaps it was decreed that
Israel be exiled? Says the Yalkut
Shimoni (653), therefore they
erect a succah and go into exile
from their houses (so that symbolic fulfilment of the decree
would obviate the need for real
exile).

generations of Diaspora
‘ For
Jewry, Succot represented

the ultimate connection with
Eretz Yisrael.

’

Indeed Succot symbolises
galut (exile) – the wandering
in the desert at the mercy of
the elements from which we are
only saved by Divine Providence
(including the Clouds of Glory).
Yet, for generations of Diaspora
Jewry, Succot also represented
the ultimate connection with
Eretz Yisrael – particularly at
the time when the likelihood of
actually visiting or living there
was no more than the wildest
dream. Nowadays, too, many of
us deliberately prefer an etrog
from Israel to connect ourselves
with the land and its agriculture.
The rabbis compared the
mitzvah of succah to that of living in Israel. Living in Israel, we
actually reside within a mitzvah
– totally surrounded by holiness.

YOSSI
ARON
Likewise, during Succot, when
we live in a succah. And just as
Israel is the place where “einei
Hashem Elokecha bah – the
eyes of the Lord your God are
upon it” – so too on Succot we
leave the safety and security of
our solid dwellings to spend
eight days in a flimsy hut where
we are directly influenced by
the elements controlled only by
God himself. And while the laws
of succah prescribe only that it
must be able to stand up to a
“ruach metzuya – an ordinary
wind”, as we have so recently
been shown by Hurricane Irma,
the elements unleashed are
indeed mighty.
Many a Diaspora Jew who
moved into his succah for eight
days in a far flung shtetl actually
felt that he had left his real house
to at least gain a taste of the
“geulah sheleimah – the final
redemption”. Hence also the
widespread custom to decorate
the succah with pictures including representations of the Beit
Hamikdash – the Holy Temple
that is the focus of our aspirations – as well as bottles of wine
and oil and samples (or pictures)
of the other fruits of Israel. All
that is of course a natural follow
on from the extent to which
our wish for the reestablishment of God’s rule over our
land, Yerushalayim and the Har
Habayit is such a focal element

A typical Iraqi succah from the end of the 19th century. The interior of
the succah is predominantly of white fabric hung like curtains.
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of Yamim Noraim prayers.
Of course another connotation of succah, perhaps the one
uppermost in our minds as these
lines are penned while stabbings
and other tragic incidents affect
so many in our homeland, is
that of “Succat Shalom” – the
Tabernacle of Peace.
Most of us recall the photogenic, but unfortunate, images
from the Yom Kippur War combining the symbols of the festival – succah and lulav – with
images of war – soldiers and
tanks. But the message of Succot
is certainly not one of war.
On Shabbat and festivals
we conclude the first portion
of the Ma’ariv (evening) service with “Baruch atah Hashem
…
hapores succat shalom

alenu ve’al kol amo Yisrael ve’al
Yerushalayim – Blessed are
You Hashem, who spreads the
Tabernacle of Peace over his
people Israel and Jerusalem”.
Reflecting on the Day of
Judgement the Psalmist (Psalm
76:2-3) also noted the interrelationship between restoration
of Divine glory and its residence in Zion: “Noda biYehuda
Elokim, beYisrael gadol shemo.
Vayehi beShalem succo, u’meonato beZion – God is known
in Judah; His name is great
in Israel. And in Shalem was
“succo – His tabernacle”, and
his dwelling place in Zion.”
In light of recent developments, one cannot but note
the apparent – but so elusive
– intrinsic interrelationship

KOSHER CORNER

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COBS popcorn
ACROSS the world it is the movie goer’s
favourite. While archaeologists believe it
existed in Mexico thousands of years ago,
the modern version as we know it today
took off in 19th century America. Popping
of the kernels was initially achieved by
hand on the stovetop but its accessibility
increased rapidly in the 1890s with the
invention of the popcorn maker by Carles
Cretors, a Chicago candy store owner who
created and deployed street carts equipped
with steam powered popcorn makers.
The story of the Cobs popcorn brand
began in 2004 when naturopath John and

designer Ravit Walys were looking for a
healthy snack for their children. Finding
nothing on the market that satisfied, led
them to experiment in the family kitchen
and road-test on the kids. After many late
nights and burnt saucepans, Cobs Popcorn
was born.
From the outset, the basis has been
the creation of cholesterol and GM free
products in a dedicated nut free facility,
using the best organic and natural
ingredients including sunflower oil.
First to go into production were the
original Organic Cobs (Lightly Salted,

Slightly Sweet). However over the years
a significant range of flavours were
developed such that Kosher Australia lists
and certifies 21 varieties of popcorn and
popcorn granola (some of which are dairy
but the majority are parve).
The following varieties of Cobs popcorn
products now Kosher certified pareve, are
the latest additions to the kosher listed
range:
Hickory BBQ
Maple Vanilla
Mixed Berries Popcorn Granola
Vanilla cinnamon Popcorn Granola

•
•
•
•

between peace, the people of
Israel and the city of Jerusalem.
The kabbalists saw each
human action as having cosmic
significance. When an individual
carries out a mitzvah in some
far-flung corner of the earth,
its implications are far reaching. During Succot we insert
into the Grace After Meals:
“Harachaman hu yakim lanu
et succat David hanofalet – May
the Merciful One reconstruct
for us the succah of David which
is now fallen”. As we build, and
dwell in our succah, traditionally
visited by the seven shepherds
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses,
Aharon, Joseph and David –
we too are contributing to the
rebuilding of the great tabernacle of the future.
And yet as indicated by the
haftarah prescribed for the first
day of the festival (Zechariah
14), the Messianic era “when
God will be One and His name
will be One” will not only impact
upon the Jewish nation. Looking
to the Messianic era, the prophet
Zechariah anticipated a time
when not only world Jewry, but
even our neighbouring gentile
nations led by Egypt, would
come up to that temple to celebrate Chag HaSuccot – and its
message of peace and unity.
Would that in our day we
would see the realisation of his
vision – together with fulfilment of the associated promise:
“Veyashvah Yerushalayim lavetach – Jerusalem will dwell in
security” (Zechariah 14:11).
May there be Shalom al
Yisrael, speedily in our time.
Chag Sameach ve’Shabbat
Shalom,
Yossi.
Yossi Aron is The AJN’s
religious affairs editor.

YOSSI ARON

----------------------
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rather than national in character;
it concerns itself with moral rather
than with cultic questions; and it
is philosophic in its orientation.”
Yet Kohelet is full of puzzles.
Who wrote it? When, where and
why did he put pen to paper? Why
did he contradict himself in the
course of what he wrote? Why did
some urge that it be excluded from
Scripture while others argued
equally strongly for its inclusion?
Tradition saw King Solomon
as the author. Asked why other
Solomonic Books, Song of Songs
and Proverbs, differed profoundly
from Kohelet and from each other,
the sages suggested that Song of
Songs was written when the author
was young and romantic, Proverbs
at the height of his adult powers,
and Kohelet in old age when he
decided life and experience were
a fraud.
Ref lecting a philosophical
theme of the time, Kohelet ponders the cyclical pattern of nature
and history: “What was is what
will be, what has been done is
what will be done, and there is
nothing new under the sun.”
Life is like a wheel that
keeps on turning. There

~~

˙ÂÎÂÒ

Photo: Kedem Auctions

seems to be nothing human beings
can do which can affect, alter, slow
down or halt the process.
What then is the point of striving?
Not to bring us wisdom, fame,
honour or pleasure, because they
cause more problems than they
solve. When we die everything slips
through our fingers anyway: “As
he came forth from his mother’s
womb, naked shall he go back.”
So what is the point of anything?
Unlike Job who grapples with
a perplexing problem and ends up
asserting, “I know my Redeemer
liveth”, Kohelet seems to find
everything futile and can only say,
“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity”.
Yet though this seems to be the
sad, cynical ending of the journey,
in fact it is not the ending. For
he comes back with a postscript:
“The end of the matter, all having
been heard: fear God and keep
His commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man.”
Some say this verse was tacked
on to give the book an orthodox
appearance and gain it a place in
Scripture. In Kohelet’s defence,
however, it must be said that for
all his questioning of life, Kohelet
does not question or reject God.
He is more of a believer than he
makes himself out to be.
By concluding with an assertion of reverence for God and
observance of the commandments he is implying that whatever problems a person has with
understanding life, in the end
life must have a meaning, and
the more one worships God and
lives by the mitzvot, the more
likelihood there is that the
meaning will become manifest.
Kohelet the cynic is a believer
OZTORAH.COM
after all!

I

ONCE heard of a rabbi who
started his Yom Kippur sermon
wishing everyone a happy Succot.
All the congregants quickly corrected him, reminding him it was
Yom Kippur. The rabbi explained
that he indeed knew it was Yom
Kippur but he had always wanted
to wish his entire congregation a
happy Succot. Because unfortunately by the time Succot came
around, so many congregants people would be nowhere to be seen!
Whilst synagogues may not be
as full over Succot as they are on
Yom Kippur, I think many people
would agree that Succot is a most
beautiful holiday. For me personally, it is my favourite Chag.
Jewish law teaches that as a
requirement for a succah to be
Kosher, a minimum of two and bit
walls is necessary.
Practically today, most of our
succot consist of four walls which
is the ideal.
I believe that there are four
ideas or four aspects that we can
glean from these walls.
We live in a world where many

of us spend a large part of our
day in front of a screen, whether
it is on our computers or mobile
phones. Our continuous fixation
with these devices often prevents
us from engaging in the more
worthwhile moments beyond the
screen.
This first wall or aspect of
Succot wakes us up to the natural
world. It helps us to recognise the
beauty of the outdoors. We need
to take time to admire the grandeur of nature, God’s creations,
and admire all that surrounds us.
I find this to be an opportune
time to bond with one’s children
or, at the very least, with one’s
hammer! Pull yourself away from
that screen, grab the poles and
canvas, head outdoors and build
your succah!
The second wall of succot
teaches that our material posses-

RABBI
DANIEL RABIN

The third wall connects us
in a tangible way to our Jewish
Homeland, Eretz Yisrael. Succot
is replete with references and connections to Israel. Each day during the holiday (save for Shabbat)
we make a blessing on vegetation native to the Land of Israel.
During Hoshanot and as the fes-

’

have a connection to
and a responsibility for
our precious Israel.

matter where we
‘ No
might live, we always

sions are only temporary. It highlights the vulnerability of life and
reminds us how the wealthiest person in town shares the same roof
as the poorest during the Chag. It
provides the opportunity to evaluate the truly important facets in
life, those which will remain with
us forever, namely; Torah study,
love, kindness and good deeds.

Daniel Rabin is rabbi of the North
Eastern Jewish Centre and president of
the Rabbinical Council of Victoria

tival ends we pray for rain to fall
in Israel. (It sometimes appears
as if our prayers are working too
well as we often have rainy Succot
nights here in Melbourne!) All
these pointers reinforce us with
the message that no matter where
we might live, we always have a
connection to and a responsibility
for our precious Israel.
For the final wall, I will leave it
to you to decide what it represents
in your own life. I think that each
Chag, whilst having many mitzvot
and customs, needs to also have
a unique and special significance
for the individual. We often get
caught up in the rituals and forget
to find meaning in the motions. It
is incumbent on every one of us to
find the personal significance that
the mitzvot may have for us. I pray
that Succot this year brings you
much joy and happiness and that
you are able to find meaning from
each of the Succah’s four walls!

The symbolism of the succah walls

SUCCOT:

fruits of his labour before him.
Kohelet shakes our contentment
with the reminder that mundane
accomplishments are fleeting and
empty. Even at the close of the harvest, we must seek real achievement
and fulfilment.
Succot itself demonstrates this
theme by the commandment to
live in temporary dwellings. We
move outside our home that provides a sense of permanence and
comfort, and instead dwell in a
flimsy hut. This recalls the transience of physicality, as does Kohelet.
But let us examine the book
itself. Puzzle, paradox, sphinx,
enigma – these are some of the
epithets used to describe it. Its
profound fascination in all ages is
because it addresses the universal
question of what life is all about
and whether human existence has
any point or purpose.
“It focuses,” Jack Bemporad has
written, “on the individual rather
than society;
it is universal

RABBI
RAYMOND APPLE

,..,
Unusual illustrated vellum scroll of Kohelet (Central Europe, early 20th century).

MAJOR theme of Kohelet
(Ecclesiastes) is the futility
of mundane pursuits and
pleasures, and the search
for deeper meaning to life. Succot is
also known as “Chag ha-Asif – the
Festival of Ingathering”. It’s the
time of year when the harvest has
ended, and the crops are gathered
and stored for the coming year.
It’s a moment of
great satisfaction, as one
can see the

A

The Megillah Kohelet
is read on Shabbat
Chol Hamoed Succot.
Why is it read and
what is its meaning?

Kohelet – the sphinx of the Scriptures

SUCCOT READING
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THE Torah commands: “And
you shall take for yourselves on
the first day (of Succot) “pri’ (the
fruit) of “etz” (the tree) “hadar”…
(and palm, myrtle and willow
branches).” (Vayikra 23:40)
“Pri etz hadar” is the etrog.
The etrog looks and even
smells like a lemon. But in truth
it is a very special fruit that is
different from any other. There
are many things that make the
etrog unique. Here is one of
them.
Noting that one meaning of
“hadar” is “that lives”, the sages
described an etrog as a species
that “lives on the tree through
all of the seasons”. Some fruits
are seasonal and can only grow
at certain times. The etrog is a
fruit that not only tolerates the
various seasons, but actually
continues to develop and
becomes larger with each one.
(We pick them early, but they
can actually grow to the size of a
watermelon).
We use the etrog on Succot
which comes right after Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We
have just reflected on the past
year, hopefully made some
changes and are filled with
inspiration for a new and great
year of growth and blessing.
But in our fresh and inspired
state we are also aware that the
coming year will bring a variety
of circumstances. Just as the
year will have four seasons, so
too our experiences will vary.
We will have ups and downs,
easier moments and some
(hopefully very few) challenging
moments. There will be some
people that are easy to relate
to and others that will be more
difficult. We will wake up some
mornings filled with enthusiasm
and others struggling to find
motivation.
But, just like the etrog, we
will not just survive but grow
from the diversity of experience.
We will learn to use every
situation as an opportunity to
grow and improve. When we
lack motivation we will use the
moment to discover a deeper
inner strength. Difficult people
will allow us to learn better
and more creative strategies
for healthy relationships. Every
circumstance will bring greater
meaning and beauty to the new
year. We will grow and develop,
not despite the different seasons
but because of them.
The etrog may be expensive,
but its lesson is priceless.

I bought a lulav set
this year but it cost a
fortune. Apparently
the expensive part is
the etrog. It looks like
a lemon that costs $1.
Isn’t $100 over the top?

Expensive lemons

A COSTLY MITZVAH

RABBI
MICHOEL
GOURARIE

ASK THE
RABBI
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AROUND
THE
SHULES
EMANUEL SYNAGOGUE

Bringing meaning to bar and bat mitzvahs
EMANUEL Synagogue is set to host
an informal evening for families
wanting to create a meaningful
bar/bat mitzvah experience for
their child.
Attendees will hear from the
rabbis, meet families who have
celebrated their special day
at the synagogue, hear from a
psychologist about the significance
of a bar/bat mitzvah, learn about
social justice opportunities and
will be able to ask questions over
refreshments.
The head of youth education
at Emanuel Synagogue, Daniel
Samowitz, will also talk about the
shul’s educational program and the
social justice opportunities linked to

the process of becoming an adult in
the community.
The expo is on Tuesday, October 10,
7pm at Emanuel Synagogue.
Bookings: tinyurl.com/bmexpo.

CHABAD OF RARA

Biggest ever Rosh Hashanah in Cairns
140 Jews of all backgrounds came
together to celebrate the Jewish New
Year in Cairns with Chabad of RARA
of North Queensland.
By providing free Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur services in a warm
and inclusive setting, Chabad RARA
hopes to accommodate those who
may otherwise not be celebrating the
festival.
“During the high holy days,

accessibility can translate into
different factors for different
people, such as a non-judgmental
atmosphere, affordability of the
services or the ability for a beginner
to follow along,” said Rabbi Ari Ruben
of Chabad RARA. “Our goal is to lower
the barriers of entry, and encourage
each and every Jew to actively
participate in these most holy and
introspective days.”

CONGREGATIONS
BONDI MIZRACHI SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9130 5973
www.mizrachi.org.au
Rabbi Shua Solomon
Services: SHACHARIT: 6.30am every weekday
morning Sunday: 8am Weekday & Sunday
MINCHA/MAARIV – 10 minutes before
sunset. Friday night: 6pm during winter.
Shabbat morning: 9.30am;
Shabbat Mincha: 25 minutes before sunset,
followed by seudat shlishit.
THE CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9355 4000;
Fax: (02) 9355 4099;
www.centralsynagogue.com.au
Rabbis: Levi Wolff; Rabbi David Freedman;
Rabbi Yehuda Niasoff. Cantor: Shimon Farkas
OAM. Thursday, October 5 – 1st Day Succot:
Shacharit: 8.45am; Hallel/Torah: 9.25am;
Mincha: 6pm followed by Maariv; Light
candles after 7.35pm. Friday, October 6 –
2nd Day Succot: Shacharit 8.45am; Hallel/
Torah: 9.25am; Kabbalat Shabbat: 6pm;
Light candles before 6.42pm. Wednesday,
October 11 – Hoshana Raba: Eruv Tavshillin;
Shacharit: 6.30am; Mincha: 6pm followed by
Maariv; Candle-lighting from 6.46pm.
Thursday, October 12 – Shemini Atzeret:
Shacharit: 8.45am; Hallel/Torah: 9.25am;
Yizkor/Sermon: 10.15am; Mincha: 7pm
followed by Maariv and Hakafot. Light
candles after 7.44pm. Friday, October 13 –
Simchat Torah: Shacharit: 8.45am;
Kiddush and Hakfot: 10am; Mincha: 5.45pm
followed by Kabbalat Shabbat: 6pm.
Light candles: 6.47pm.
COOGEE SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9315 8291;
www. coogeesynagogue.org;
administration@coogeesynagogue.org.

Sweet present

COOGEE Synagogue president Zvika Charlupski (left) presented
Federal MP Matt Thistlethwaite with a gift for Rosh Hashanah.
“It was a pleasure to meet with Matt, the member for Kingsford
Smith, and share with him the traditional gift of apple and honey –
and our warm wishes,” said Charlupski.
“He has been a great friend and supporter of our shule and we have
had the privilege of his presence at our Anzac Day Shabbat services.”

THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE

Caring for the shule’s heritage
TWO significant anniversaries
closely connected with The Great
Synagogue’s history are being celebrated in 2017.
35 years ago, the first
Jewish Museum in Australia
was launched by then president of the synagogue Rodney
Rosenblum. Along with his wife,
Sylvia Rosenblum, the pair created a museum to commemorate
Rodney’s late parents, Abraham
Morris and Sadie Rosenblum
and their legacy as the founders
and early leaders of Sydney’s first
Jewish congregation. Officially
opened by the then NSW Premier,
Neville Wran, the Rosenblum
Jewish Museum contains Judaica
objects, rare artefacts, artworks
and historical documents.
The idea of a museum at the
synagogue took some six years
to realise and needed the dedication and force which Sylvia
became known for. Sylvia was
also the first director-curator of
the museum, ensuring the care

Ninio, Rabbi Dr Orna Triguboff, Rabbi Rafi
Kaiserblueth, Reverend Sam Zwarenstein
Erev Shabbat: Friday 6:15pm Shabbat Live
and Carlebach services Saturday 9am
Masorti, 10am Progressive
Masorti minyan: Monday & Thursday 6.45am
Renewal: Coffee & Kabbalah Wed 11am –
Max Brenner, Bondi Junction
Netzer Youth: sydney@netzer.org.au.

CREMORNE SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9908 1853;
www.cremornesynagogue.com;
info@cremornesynagogue.com.
Rabbi Chaim Koncepolski.
Services: Friday 6pm; Saturday Shacharit/
Mussaf 9.30am, Mincha and seudat shlishit
one hour and 15 minutes before Shabbat
ends winter time, 5.30pm summertime;
Shacharit Monday 6.30am.
Cheder - enquiries to the Rabbi.

THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE
Office (02) 9267 2477;
Rabbi Dr Benjamin Elton;
Cantor Josh Weinberger;
www.greatsynagogue.org.au.
Friday night: 6pm followed by Kiddush
(entry Elizabeth Street). Shabbat morning:
Class (shiur) at 8.30am, Shacharit
8.45am-11.30am followed by Kiddush (entry
Elizabeth Street). Shabbat Mincha: after
Kiddush. Shacharit: Monday and Thursday
7am/ Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
7.15am; Entrance on weekdays is from
Castlereagh Street. Rosh Chodesh,
Chol Hamoed and Selichot 6.45am.

EMANUEL SYNAGOGUE
www.emanuel.org.au
Office: (02) 9389 6444
E: info@emanuel.org.au
Offering Progressive, Masorti and
Renewal streams.
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins, Rabbi Jacqueline

Portrait of Rabbi Falk by Valerie
Lazarus.

and preservation of the museum’s
valuable collection. Three and a
half decades on, the museum is
still fulfilling the all-important
responsibility of safeguarding its
precious array of artefacts.
This year also marks 60 years
since the launch of the Rabbi
L.A. Falk Memorial Library. A
man of many talents and pursuits, Falk was an avid Zionist,

--------------------------------------------------

Rabbi: Elozer Gestetner;
Services: Friday 6pm; Saturday 9:15am;
1st Sunday of the month: 8am Shacharit
followed by bagels and lox breakfast;
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Club and Coogee
Synagogue Youth: enquiries via email/phone
above; Ladies Auxiliary, Mrs M Kovari:
(02) 9327 2007; Sick/hospital visits: contact
Rabbi. Coogee Batory Kindergarten:
(02) 9664 1492.

DOVER HEIGHTS SHULE
(02) 9371 0055;
nfo@dhs.org.au;
www.doverheightsshule.org.au.
Rabbi Motti Feldman. Services: Monday Friday 6.30am; Sunday - Thursday Mincha –
15 minutes before sunset followed by shiur
and Maariv. Friday 6.30pm; Saturday
9.30am. Youth programs. Saturday Mincha:
one hour prior to sunset. Sunday: 9am.
Enquiries: (02) 9371 0055.
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Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins with bar and
bat mitzvah students.
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KEHILLAT MASADA, ST IVES
(02) 9988 4417;
www.kehillatmasada.com.au;
info@kehillatmasada.com.au.
Rabbi Gad Krebs.
Admin manager: Maish Grauman. Services:
Shacharit Mondays & Thursdays 6.20am,
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays 6.30am,
Sundays & Public holidays 8.15am, Week day
Rosh Chodesh 6.15am. Maariv Sun to Thurs
7.30pm. Erev Shabbat & Chagim 6.30pm.
Shacharit Shabbat & chagim 9am. Shabbat
Children’s Service 10.30am.

congs@jewishnews.net.au

KEHILLAT MORIAH
(02) 9375 1600
Rabbi:Dr Aryeh Solomon.
Office: Monday-Friday 8am-4.30pm.
Services: Fridays 6.30pm; Saturday 9.30am
Call office for information on Shabbat
services, bar/bat mitzvahs, anniversaries
and weddings.
MAROUBRA SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Yossi Friedman:
Services: Mornings Monday and Thursday
6.30am except on Rosh Chodesh 6.15am.
Sunday morning 8am;
Evening services Sunday to Thursday
7.30pm; Shabbat: Friday 6pm;
Shacharit 9am; Mincha one hour
fifteen minutes before Shabbat ends.
Children’s services Shabbat 10.45am;
Please contact the office on
(02) 9344 6095 for any information;
PO Box 110 Maroubra NSW 2035.
admin@maroubrasynagogue.org.au.
NEWTOWN SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Eli Cohen 0410 513 770;
Services: Friday 6.30pm; Sat 9.30am
Shiur: Sat 9am (02) 9550 1192;
www.newtown.shul.org.au;
contact@newtown.shul.org.au.
NORTH SHORE SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9416 3710;
Email: info@nss.asn.au;
website; www.nss.asn.au
Rabbi Paul Lewin; Rabbi Emeritus,
David Rogut OAM; Chazan, Zvi Teichtahl.
Services: Shacharit, Mon and Thursday
6.40am.Friday evening 6.30pm. Saturday
9.15am. Children’s service 10.45am
Enquiries (02) 9416 3710.

military chaplain, silversmith and
passionate bibliophile. Possessing
a valuable collection of several
rare Jewish books, Rabbi Falk
offered his voluminous library
to the synagogue as a gift in
1954 and the board responded by
purchasing it instead. In August
1957, three months after Falk’s
death, the book collection was
inaugurated in a special ceremony
at the synagogue and named
the Rabbi L.A. Falk Memorial
Library. The prominence of the
library was celebrated in 2011
when the museum held an exhibition entitled The Beauty of
Books – Masterpieces from the
Falk Library. It showcased the
many published treasures and
featured Rabbi Falk not only
as a book collector and bibliophile, but as an artist and craftsman too.
A portrait of Rabbi Falk with
his religious and military insignia painted by Valerie Lazarus is
currently on display in the Great
Personalities portrait exhibition in
the museum.

NORTH SHORE TEMPLE EMANUEL
(02) 9419 7011; info@nste.org.au;
www.nste.org.au.
Rabbi Nicole Roberts, Rabbi Fred Morgan,
Rabbi Emeritus Richard Lampert
Services: Friday 6.30pm, Saturday 10am
Apples & Honey Preschool (02) 9412 4839
Meah Hebrew & Religion School 0416 688 911
Years K-6: Sundays 9am, Years 5-6:
Wednesdays 4pm, Year 7: Thursdays 4.30pm.
OR CHADASH
0404 093 173; 0412 104 851
info@orchadash.org.au
http://www.orchadash.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/or.chadash/
Rabbi Selwyn Franklin, Rabbi Danny
Eisenberg, Rabbi Ari Lobel,
President: Dr Jonathan Erlich
Shabbat morning service 9.15am;
children’s service 10.00am.
PARRAMATTA SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9683 5626. Rabbi: Roni Cohavi.
Services: Shabbat - Friday 6.30pm, Saturday
10am; High holy days and festivals. Shiur
Tuesday evenings 7.30pm. Cheder: Sunday
10am to 12 noon school terms. Ages 5 to 13
years. Bar and bat mitzvah classes by
arrangement with the Rabbi. Please like us
on Facebook - www.facebook.com/
ParramattaSynagogue.
Email: parrasynagogue@gmail.com.
Website: parramattasynagogue.com.au.
SOUTHERN SYDNEY SYNAGOGUE
(02) 9587 5643
www.southernsydneysynagogue.org
info@southernsydneysynagogue.org
Services: Friday 6pm; Saturday 9am.
Minister: Tzuriel Avila 0402 626 243
Cheder: Sunday 10-11.30am
Fiona Avila 0402 144 006.
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Inside: Jerusalem Biennale has an international flavour

Chassidic Brooklyn life
through the lens

Director Joshua Weinstein

A chance meeting led to filmmaker Joshua Weinstein making the first full-length Yiddish feature film
in decades that is set in Brooklyn’s Chassidic community. Charles Munitz reports.

W

ITH more than a
decade of experience
in the film industry, mostly in documentaries, director
Joshua Weinstein has
made his first feature-length narrative
movie, Menashe.
What’s surprising is that Weinstein, a
secular Jew, has made the movie entirely
in Yiddish about Chassidic Jews in the
Borough Park section of Brooklyn,
making it one of the first full-length
Yiddish language films to hit the big
screen in more than 70 years.
Menashe, which enjoyed critical acclaim at this year’s Sundance
and Berlin film festivals, is the opening night film at this year’s Jewish
International Film Festival (JIFF) in
Sydney on October 26.
“I love going into small, closed societies and trying to understand and to
represent them, and to tell all sides of
their stories – the good and the bad –
with honesty,” said Weinstein.
Although Weinstein, 34, has wanted
to do a film about the Chassidim for a
long time, he was not sure at the outset
about the topic. So he began to spend
time among them in Brooklyn, to gain
their trust and become familiar with
their world.
“You can’t cast a film like this in
the usual way – you put on a yarmulke,
hang out and show up every single
day,” he said. “I was researching and
meeting people. I was also trying to
find actors because you can only make
a film if you can cast it.”
A minor miracle occurred when
Weinstein and internet star Menashe
Lustig crossed paths.
Lustig explained: “I had been acting
locally in the Chassidic community in
a non-professional way when Weinstein
approached me after he saw me appear
in a short Chassidic commercial.
“We talked together and he said he’d
like to make a film with me.”
As Weinstein got to know Lustig
and began to hear the details of his life,

Menashe Lustig actually felt when he
went through what he did.”
With the exception of a few lines in
English and Spanish – this is Brooklyn,
after all – the film’s dialogue is entirely
in Yiddish.
“The sheer challenge of making a
new and unique film about Chassidim
in Yiddish was very exciting,” said
Weinstein, adding that there were many
challenges that he faced while making
Menashe (right) with his son Rieven, brother- the movie.
The film’s production schedule was
in-law and rabbi.
frequently thrown off schedule when
the filmmaker realised he had found some actors who originally signed up,
his story.
including Lustig, were pressured by
A recent widower, Lustig had been their communities not to participate.
pressured by his religious community
Fortunately, Weinstein said his backof Skver Chassidim to yield the rearing ground making documentaries, which
of his nine-year-old son to others until often depends on bending to the unexhe remarried.
pected, gave him the flexibility
Menashe tells the story of a 30-some- to see the process through.
thing widower and single father, and
Another challenge was
contrasts the title character’s urge that Weinstein does
towards self-sufficiency with the not speak Yiddish.
demands of traditionalism in a small,
“You couldn’t
tightly-knit religious community.
really make this
“The whole movie is a 95 per cent film in English,”
true story,” said Lustig. “We just he said. “If it
touched it up a little bit.”
weren’t going to
The film focuses on the decision by be in Yiddish,
the community’s rabbi that Menashe then why not
yield the rearing of his son, Rieven, to just make Home
the family of his late wife’s brother.
Alone 7?”
The decision causes Menashe much
anguish, which is made considerably
worse by his brother-in-law’s severe and
self-righteous demeanour.
In the eyes of the community,
Menashe, a grocery clerk, is a schlemiel.
He bucks authority but, at the same
time, does not carry himself in a way
that garners respect.
Menashe doesn’t want to
marry just anyone, however, and he wants to prove
he can adequately provide
a home for his son.
“It is an emotionally
true story,” said Weinstein.
“The film expresses how

Much of the script was written in
English before filming started, with
translators providing a Yiddish version. Lustig developed some scenes by
improvising in English – so Weinstein
could understand – then would translate them into Yiddish. After that, with
the help of translators, the dialogue was
again reviewed carefully.
The accuracy of the words was not
taken lightly. In post-production, a
team of translators worked on the
subtitles and many debates over word
choices ensued.
“It was almost like translating the
Talmud in some way,” said Weinstein.
JTA
Menashe screens at JIFF’s opening night on
October 26 at Event Cinemas, Bondi Junction.
Bookings: www.jiff.com.au.

See Menache trailer
Available on the iPad
& desktop apps

Menashe Lustig in the
Yiddish film Menashe.
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Shelf improvement
Doppelganger

Stories of Holocaust survival, a spy saga in
Israel and the heroics of the Light Horse

The Choice

David Finchley

HYBRID, $21.95

EDITH EGER

AUSTRALIAN Arnold Rosen is celebrating his 70th
birthday with his family aboard a cruise ship in the
Mediterranean. By coincidence, on the same cruise ship,
the American Gus Smith and his family are also celebrating his 70th birthday. The two men meet and although
identical in appearance, they are not related. Arnold is
the son of Jewish Holocaust survivors, while Gus’s parents were German (his father was a rabid anti-Semite). It
seems they are doppelgangers, or “doubles”. However, it
may be more complicated than that. Not only were the
two men born on the same day, it turns out that they
were both born in the same small town of Waiblingen, in post-war Germany. What will
they uncover when they travel there, to seek the truth? David Finchley is the pseudonym
of a Jewish Melbourne specialist who has written three other books.

PENGUIN, $35
'Important,
EDITH Eger was a gymnast and ballerina growing up in
gripping, not jun
Europe when World War II started and at the age of 16
another- holocaust
book but a
she was sent to Auschwitz. There, she was made to dance
universal omssage
ofbope'
for the infamous Joseph Mengele. Her heroic actions
.............
helped her sister to survive. Her own life was saved after
a death march when she was found in a pile of bodies,
barely alive. After World War II she recovered and settled
in America, going on to become an eminent psychologist. One of the few living survivors to remember the
horrors of the concentration camps, Dr Eger decided
to forgive her captors and embrace joy in everyday life. In her
book, The Choice, Dr Eger shares stories of the Holocaust and the experiences of her
clients, who range from survivors of abuse to soldiers suffering from trauma, and how
they confronted their suffering and developed a capacity to heal.

Palestine Diaries

Dinner at the Centre of the Earth

JONATHAN KING
SCRIBE, $39.99

NATHAN ENGLANDER
HACHETTE, $29.99

PALESTINE Diaries: the Light Horsemen’s Own
Story, Battle by Battle, is the third instalment in
PALESTINE
historian Jonathan King’s World War I trilogy.
Culminating with the cavalry charge at Beersheba
DIARIES
on October 31, 1917, it focuses on the story of
J ONATHAN K I NG
Australia’s Light Horsemen of World War I. In
the legendary battle, considered to be the last
great cavalry charge, the Australian soldiers of the
4th Light Horse Brigade drove the Turks from
the strategic Suez Canal across the Sinai, and up
through Palestine, Jordan, and Syria to be first into
the enemy stronghold of Damascus – a victory that would change the course
of the war. These soldiers were the first to achieve major victories for their new
nation, ahead of the Western Front and in contrast to the defeat of Gallipoli. The
book features diaries, letters and photos of the soldiers who helped shape a nation.
Palestine Diaries is being released later this month.

FROM the best-selling author of What We Talk About When We
Talk About Anne Frank comes a thrilling spy novel, Dinner at
the Centre of the Earth. Prisoner Z has been held in the Negev
desert for more than a dozen years with only his guard for
company. How does a nice Jewish boy from Long Island wind
up as an Israeli spy working for Mossad, and later, a traitor to
his adopted country? What does it mean to be loyal, what does
it mean to be a traitor, when the ideals you cherish are betrayed
by the country you love? From Israel and Gaza to Paris, Italy,
and America, the story shifts back in time, providing a kaleidoscopic glimpse of Prisoner Z’s improbable journey to his
desert cell. Englander, who lives in Brooklyn, is the author of
the internationally bestselling story collection For the Relief of
Unbearable Urges and the novel The Ministry of Special Cases.

Cases and Crises

Forest Dark

CYRIL SHERER

NICOLE KRAUSS

HARPER Collins, $35
NICOLE Krauss, the bestselling author of The History of
Love, interweaves the stories of two disparate individuals
– an older lawyer and a young novelist – whose transcendental search leads them to the same Israeli desert in
her latest work, Forest Dark. Jules Epstein is undergoing
a transformation in his life in the wake of his parents’
deaths, his divorce from his wife of more than 30 years
and his retirement from his New York legal firm. Giving
away the bulk of his wealth, he heads to Israel to follow
his spiritual needs while honouring his parents. Also
headed to Israel is novelist Nicole, who hopes to shake
off an obsession with the Tel Aviv Hilton that has led to her paralysing writer’s block.
Once she’s there, an older relative connects her with an English professor and possible
former Mossad agent who proposes she embark on an unorthodox literary project.

MAZO Publishers, $22

DR Cyril Sherer was born in London in 1921, studied at
Middlesex Hospital Medical School and graduated in 1945.
He served as a medical officer in the New Zealand Army
of Occupation of Japan from 1946 to 1948. He spent the
next 13 years in Auckland in general practice before making aliyah with his family in 1961. Since then he has been
in private practice in Jerusalem, treating foreign diplomats,
international journalists and UN personnel as well as Israelis.
In Cases and Crises: A Physician’s Saga – From Japan To
Jerusalem, Dr Sherer has written stories about some of the
fascinating people and circumstances he has encountered during his working life, drawing
on a mix of storytelling, pathos and humour. Now 96, Dr Sherer reflects on how the
practice of medicine has developed over the years. His lifetime interest in both the science
and art of medicine, as well as his love of the arts, are covered in the book.

PALESTINE DIARIES:

--

PALESTINE
DIARIES

Sydney Jewish
Writers Festival

Jonathan King
in conversation
with Michael Visontay
''

''
''
''

''
'
Book at www.shalom.edu.au or 9381 4000

-- "Ai ,.~,~E,

POP-UP

EVENT

TICKETS
$15/$10 conc.

Waverley Library
Bondi Junction

book at www.sha
lom.edu.au

''

hosted by

Tuesday, 17th October at 11:00am
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EXHIBITION

International flavour to Jerusalem Biennale
ADAM ABRAMS
THE Jerusalem Biennale for
Contemporary Jewish Art opened
this week with more than 200
Israeli and international artists displaying works with Jewish content.
Since debuting in 2013, the
Jerusalem Biennale has aimed to
introduce a diverse audience to
modern Jewish art and artists. This
year’s event explores the theme of
“watershed” from various angles
including Jewish identity, history,
immigration and refugees.
The
biennale’s
founder,
Jerusalem artist Rami Ozeri, spent
two years at the Bezalel Academy
of Arts and Design studying how
to channel Jewish elements into
his work.
During a trip to Germany in
2010, Ozeri discovered the Berlin
Biennale and was inspired to establish a similar event in Jerusalem.
In 2013, the festival had about
60 participating artists with only
10 from outside Israel.
“Over the years the biennale has
become an international event,”
said Ozeri.
This year’s group of more
than 200 artists is split equally
between Israeli and foreign-born
participants, with the global presence coming from the US, South
America, Europe, Russia and
India.
“This international representation will give us more interpretations of what contemporary Jewish
art can be,” said Ozeri.
The biennale is being held at
several venues including the Old
City of Jerusalem’s Tower of David
Museum, which features Lili
Almog’s The Space Within.
“Her exhibition explores the
presence or the non-presence of
the female body in public space,”
said Ozeri. “She takes this theme
to an extreme by covering female
figures in fabric from head to toe
and placing them in different surroundings in the public domain.”
These images appear to show a
silhouette in the shape of a covered
woman, creating a barrier in the
urban landscape and posing the
question: What does it mean to
have the female body absent from
the public sphere?

The other biennale exhibit featured at the Tower of David is
Alternative Topography by Israeli
architect-artist Avner Sher, which
examines tension between the permanent and the ephemeral in the
spiritual and urban geography of
Jerusalem.
Sher, the son of a Holocaust survivor, recalled that when his father
learned Sher wanted to study art at
the Bezalel Academy, his reaction
was one of disappointment.
“It was terrible for him because
he did not see it as a practical
way of life,” said Sher. “My father
forced me to learn at the Technion
(Israel’s technology institute in
Haifa) and I became an architect,
but afterwards I went to learn art,
so I have worn both hats for many
years.”

What I’m doing is
‘ scratching,
burning

and making total
chaos on this piece of
material and then
trying to build a new
world.

’

Avner Sher
artist

Sher said throughout his life, he
felt he should be an artist and not
an architect, but now he happily
works in both areas.
Asked about his creative process, Sher said he had a deep interest in the relationship between
destruction and reconstruction,
and attributed his technique of
“scratching and burning” cork to
his fascination with the opposing
processes.
“It is a very interesting method
for creating chaos – the process has
a strong connection with the cork
itself, which does not even burn in
a forest fire.”
Sher explained that once every
nine years, when a cork oak is
harvested, the tree is cut down but
remains alive.

Art lovers at the inaugural Jerusalem Biennale for Contemporary Jewish Art in 2013.

“I thought this process is quite
similar to us, the Jewish people,
who have been through so many
traumas, but we are still alive,”
he said.
“What I’m doing is scratching,
burning and making total chaos
on this piece of material and then
trying to build a new world.”
Sher has been working with his
scratching-and-scorching process
for about 15 years and for this
biennale created a series of maps
and images on cork – all involving
the Old City of Jerusalem – and
depicting the various energies and
conflicts that have inhabited the
area during the course of millennia.
Sher’s exhibition also draws on
his architectural expertise. The
artist constructed an exhibition
space that doubles as a succah,
made entirely from wood and cork,
atop one of the walls of the Tower
of David Museum.
“The structure features a wonderful view into the Old City and

“I’ll just have half
to begin with.”
Check out our new six-month subscription offer.

Only $98

Call 1800 010 171 to subscribe

Australian Jewish News

One of the exhibits in Lili Almog’s The Space Within.

new city of Jerusalem,” he said.
“The exterior walls of the succah
are covered with drawings and
inside the succah there are many
written notes in various languages
with requests for God, like [the
notes] people place in the Western
Wall.”

Some of the other venues of
the biennale, which opened on
October 1 and continues until
November 16, are the Bible Lands
Museum, the Skirball Museum
and the Polonsky Academy at
the Van Leer Jerusalem Research
JNS.ORG
Institute.
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Plea to Hollywood on disability roles

ARTS
BEAT
-------------------------

ABIGAIL PICKUS

Sue Meyer exhibition

WHEN the indie film Blind
opened earlier this year, it wasn’t
just its star, Alec Baldwin, who
made headlines for his portrayal
of a novelist blinded in a car crash.
A Boston-based Jewish philanthropic family made the news,
too – for criticising the choice of
casting Baldwin for the role.
The problem? Baldwin isn’t
blind.
“Alec Baldwin in Blind is
just the latest example of treating disability as a costume,” said
Jay Ruderman, president of the
Ruderman Family Foundation.
“We no longer find it acceptable
for white actors to portray black
characters. Disability as a costume
needs to also become universally
unacceptable.”
The statement received wide
coverage – the film’s director, Michael Mailer, later called
Ruderman’s criticism unfair.
For Ruderman, whose foundation promotes inclusion of people
with disabilities (and also works
on Israeli and American Jewish
issues), the criticism is part of
a campaign to have Hollywood
change its act on casting and hiring those with disabilities.
Now a growing cohort of
Hollywood A-listers is lending
its support to the cause, including Oscar-winning actress Marlee
Matlin, who is Jewish and deaf;
producer and writer Scott Silveri
of Friends and Speechless fame;
and producer Wendy Calhoun of
Empire and Justified.
Matlin, who became famous for
her Oscar-winning debut in the
1986 film Children of a Lesser God
and later for her recurring role on

ARTIST Sue Meyer’s latest
exhibition, Off the Beaten Track,
opens next week at Frances Keevil
Gallery in Double Bay.
Meyer, who has exhibited
in solo and group exhibitions
since 1997, said her work reflects
memory, nostalgia and an everchanging physical and emotional
environment.
“Painting is my way of
synthesising my experiences,” she
said.

Marlee Matlin in the 1986 film
Children of a Lesser God.

DANNY GOCS

The Off the Beaten Track exhibition
is at Frances Keevil Gallery, 28 Cross
St, Double Bay from October 11-29.
Enquiries:
www. franceskeevilgallery.com.au

Wartime drama at
Greek Film Festival

Alec Baldwin and Demi Moore star in Blind.

TV’s The West Wing, is the first
and only deaf actress to win the
Oscar for best actress.
An outspoken disability advocate, she was instrumental in getting legislation passed in Congress
in support of TV closed captioning.
Last month Ruderman Family
Foundation officials spent three
days in Los Angeles meeting with
top Hollywood executives and
casting agents to press the issue.
“Talk of inclusion in Hollywood
is finally beginning to take shape
now that studios are opening their
doors to the discussion,” said
actor and disability activist Danny
Woodburn, a short-statured person whose most famous role was
as Kramer’s friend Mickey Abbott
on Seinfeld.
“People with disabilities have
often been overlooked by my industry, and so it is important to me to
effect change in this direction.”
While Hollywood is concerned
about authenticity and racial
diversity, disability is not on its
radar, according to the findings

of the Ruderman White Paper
on Employment of Actors with
Disabilities in TV of July 2016.
That report found that 95 per
cent of top TV show characters
with disabilities are played by
non-disabled performers.

no longer find it
‘Weacceptable
for white
actors to portray black
characters. Disability
as a costume needs to
also become universally
unacceptable.

’

Jay Ruderman
Ruderman Family Foundation

Over the past three decades,
about one-third of all the Oscars for
best actor have gone to able-bodied
performers playing a character with
a disability.

SHAPIRO
Programs For Jewish Listeners
SBS National Radio
Broadcasting in HEBREW, YIDDISH & ENGLISH
The latest News, Current Affairs,
Reports, Interviews, Music.

FINE JEWELLERY
LUXURY DESIGN

They include Dustin Hoffman
for his 1988 portrayal of a man with
autism in Rain Man; Daniel DayLewis for his performance as an
artist with cerebral palsy in My Left
Foot; Tom Hanks as the slow-witted star of Forrest Gump; Al Pacino
as a blind man in Scent of a Woman;
Jamie Foxx as the blind Ray Charles
in Ray; and Eddie Redmayne as
physicist Stephen Hawking in The
Theory of Everything.
Despite those successes, roles
featuring characters with disabilities are rare While about 20 per
cent of Americans have disabilities,
only 2.4 per cent of speaking characters in movies and 1.7 per cent
of TV characters have a disability,
according to the 2016 report.
“I have nothing against Alec
Baldwin, who is a great actor,” said
Ruderman. “Our position is not
that every role of disability has to
be played by an actor of disability,
but that at least film and TV people should audition people with
disabilities.”
JTA

ONE of the highlights of this
year’s Greek Film Festival, which
opens next week featuring more
than 30 films, is the awardwinning drama, Cloudy Sunday,
set in Greece when it was under
German occupation in 1942.
It follows the forbidden
love-story between a Jewish girl
and a Christian boy in Nazioccupied Thessaloniki, who find
refuge in a tavern run by famous
Greek singer-songwriter Vassilis
Tsitsanis.
Despite resistance from the
local community, the hunt for
Jews gradually spreads and
suddenly simple choices become
life-changing decisions, with far
more than simply love at stake.
Cloudy Sunday, which screened
at the 2016 Jewish International
Film Festival and won several
2016 Hellenic Film Academy
Awards, screens on October 22,
the closing night of the festival.
The Greek Film Festival is from
October 10-22 at Palace Norton
Street, Leichhardt. Bookings:
www.greekfilmfestival.com.au

A scene from Cloudy Sunday.

Your mug on a mug

(or a poster, or apron, or jewel box ...)

SUNDAY 11am - 1pm with Nitza Lowenstein
HEBREW:
11am-12.00pm*
ENGLISH (“Shalom Australia”): 12.00-12.45pm*
YIDDISH:
12.45-1.00pm*
* The National SBS service broadcasts to Sydney
1107AM, Melbourne 1224AM, Brisbane 93.3FM,
Adelaide 106.3FM, Perth 96.9FM, Hobart 105.7FM
Broadcasting on: Digital radio, Digital TV, Online & Mobile phones.

Tel: (02) 9430-2828 - Fax: (02) 9438-1114
Locked Bag 028, Crows Nest 1585

AUCTION

Tuesday 17 October 6pm
ON VIE W

Saturday 7 – Tuesday 17 October, 11am – 5pm
162 Queen St Woollahra NSW
ENQUIRIES

(02) 9326 1588 | info@shapiro.com.au
CATALOGUE shapiro.com.au
1.54 carat Fancy Intense Yellow Diamond Ring, Est. $14,000 – 18,000
4.10 carat Diamond Ring, Est. $90,000 – 120,000
2.01 carat Diamond Ring, Est. $15,000 – 20,000

shop.jewishnews.net.au
The AJN’s online photo store
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Ways to improve your cashflow
Ron Shoshan, director of Direct
Mortgages, shares a few helpful
tips that may help with improving
your cash flow.

W

E all have those
months when there is
a little bit too much
“month” at the end
of our pay check.
However, there are a
few things you can do to easily manage
your finances and lighten the stress. A
couple of key things to look at include:

Home loan
Many of us are prone to the “set and
forget” mentality when it comes to our

home loans. This attitude could be costing you thousands. If you have not been
reviewing your home loan over the past
few years, it is possible that your rate is
as high as 4.8 per cent. However, with
a simple review and re-structure we can
achieve much better rates, possibly a figure with a number 3 in front of it. For
example, a $500,000 home loan with
savings of 1 per cent per annum (PA) is
$5000 PA in savings that can be used
to pay off more of your mortgage or to
improve your cash flow.

Credit cards and
personal loans
These can be great tools when used
properly but you must be aware that you
are paying for the convenience. Often
credit cards can carry 15 per cent interest

rates PA, so your $5000 quick fix will
cost you $750 every year in interest. A
simple solution is to pay off your cards as
soon as possible. If this is not an option,
there are many credit card providers
offering you zero per cent on balance
transfers for up to 18 months. You can
also use the equity in your home to pay
off your credit card in the form of a
home equity loan. The important things
to note are:
1. Cut up your old credit card.
2. Make the same repayments on the
balance transfer/debt consolidation as
you did before on your old credit card
to take advantage of the interest savings.
In the case of using home equity, if you
commit to make additional payments,
they will help you pay down your home
loan much quicker as well.

Personal spending
A simple log of your spending can
provide a great insight as to where your
money is going, and it might shock
you.
For example, a cup of coffee generally
costs $3.50, and with two cups a day,
your caffeine habit could be costing you
$2555 per annum. Buying your lunch at
work for $15 daily will cost you a whopping $3897 each year.
Now I’m not saying to stop buying
lunch and drinking coffee, but instead
to just be aware of where your money
goes.
There many online tools and apps
for your smart phone and computer
for budgeting or monitoring personal
spending, so why not try one?

Out of the Ordinary"

Supportive
by nature

-$- Investec

We deliver for our clients by building a unique understanding of their goals.
For us everything is about the relationship and it all starts with a conversation.

Corporate Advisory | Aviation Finance | Resources | Infrastructure Finance & Investment |
Corporate and Acquisition Finance | Financial Markets | Property | Emerging Companies
www.investec.com.au
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She’s the one that we want
SHE wants to get physical, physical. She’s hopelessly devoted to you and she hangs out in Xanadu.
Yes, we can only be talking about one person – Aussie icon and Grease goddess Olivia Newton-John.
The one that you want (ooh ooh oooh) celebrated her 69th birthday last week, which in and of itself doesn’t merit a
mention in the annals of Shmooze.
But what we did find quite interesting and wanted to share with those of you who may not know was that the
legend that is Olivia, though not of the faith herself, has some quite impressive Jewish heritage.
Thanks to a tip-off from a keen Shmooze reader, we’ve learned that the singer’s maternal grandfather was NobelPrize winning German physicist Max Born, who actually converted to Lutheranism but was Jewish enough to lose his
position at the University of Gottingen when the Nazis came to power, and felt the need to up sticks from the Third
Reich and move to England,
Born’s wife, Hedwig, meanwhile was the daughter of noted German Jewish jurist Victor Ehrenberg.
So there you have it.
Assuming Sandy married Danny Zuko, John Travolta’s daughter in Look Who’s Talking Too would be a bit Jewish …
which perhaps explains why she was voiced by Jewish comedian Roseanne Barr.
See it all makes sense.

Digging up an old ruin

A wooden performance

IS there a decades-old reboot Harrison Ford won’t get involved in?
Nine years ago, he resurrected Indiana Jones more than quarter of a
century after his first outing as the adventurous archaeologist. Two years ago,
he reprised the role of Han Solo, almost four decades after first piloting the
Millennium Falcon in Star Wars . And this year, he’s back in Blade Runner, 35
years on from playing Rick Deckard.
And now? Well now, he’s confirmed he’s going to grab his whip and don his
fedora yet again for a fifth time as Indiana Jones.
Speaking last week on the Graham Norton Show, the septuagenarian star
confirmed, “We have a release date and we are working on a script. It will be
great. I’m looking forward to working with Steven [Spielberg] again and to
revisiting the character later in life.
“It’s interesting to see it in a different light. It will be fun and a good thing to
do.”
Seeing it in a different light indeed. Prepare yourselves folks – Indiana Jones
and the Cataracts of Doom. Let’s just hope his wheelchair is fast enough to
escape the rolling boulder.

HE may have found fame playing a slightly dysfunctional doctor
on the hit sit-com Scrubs, but Zach Braff has just discovered
that in Russia he’s now known for a specific kind of dysfunction.
The actor has tweeted an image of an ad he came across,
which uses a pic of him to promote pills to help men achieve,
how shall we put this, the physical requirement to engage in
that special cuddle between two consenting adults.
Zach didn’t phrase it quite like that himself, instead opting
for, “I am the face of Russian boner problems. #blessed”.
But curing erectile dysfunction isn’t his only skill in the
former Soviet Union.
Apparently, Zach also spotted a leaflet advertising his
services as a computer repair man.
If only it was 30 years ago, we could make a joke about
floppy disks.
Either way, good to see Zach’s keeping busy now that Scrubs
is no longer on air.

A pair of half-witz
AH Gene Simmons, we could fill a whole Shmooze section
with him each and every week, but we have to be selective.
So his return to the page after a long absence comes
courtesy of comments he’s made about everyone’s favourite
leader of the free world, Donald Trump.
Talking on The Strombo Show, the Kiss frontman described
the White House resident as “a Tourette’s president”.
Now that might sound like a well thought out insult, but
sadly Simmons actually praised the Donald, adding, that
he’ll “say whatever he wants and he doesn’t give a f**k if you
approve of him and he’s doing the job for one dollar. I like
that”.
Gene, aka Chaim Witz, also mused, “Do I think he said a
lot of stupid things? Oh, yeah. But I know the man, by the
way – we hung and all that stuff. What you see is what you
get. He says stupid things, and so do you, and so [do] I. I’m
not validating it, but, there’s not a human being that walks
on the face of the planet that privately hasn’t made racist, or
anti-Semitic, or anti-women jokes, or anti-Irish jokes. Privately,
everybody does it.”
Well, not everybody Gene. But given the pair of you
compete for the world’s most ridiculous hairstyle, it’s little
wonder you have some sympathy for the man.

Jewish_,,Care
Current articles from the

Jewish House

Australian Jewish News
available weekly on CD
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Win tickets to the
Jewish International
Film Festival (JIFF)

win

n
i
w

The Jewish International Film Festival returns to celebrate the
very best of contemporary Israeli and Jewish-themed cinema,
with 64 premiere films from around the globe, and a host of Q&As
and special events.
Opening with moving Yiddish drama, Menashe, and closing with JD Salinger’s biopic The Rebel in the Rye, starring Kevin
Spacey and Nicholas Hoult, JIFF 2017 is four weeks of entertaining, challenging and diverse cinema that’ll make you laugh,
cry and feel inspired. JIFF 2017 opens in Melbourne on 25 October, and in Sydney on 26 October.
More information and tickets at jiff.com.au.
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The Australian Jewish News has 10 general admission double-passes to giveaway to the festival. The passes are valid for all
JIFF general sessions (excluding Opening and Closing Nights).
For your chance to win this prize log on to jewishnews.net.au and follow the links on the Competitions page.
Competition entries close on 13 October at noon. For a complete list of terms and
conditions please go to the competitions page.

win
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STRESS FREE
MOVING
Pack, move & unpack
Selling your goods
Box rental
Cleaning

t

MovingOn®
Here to help ---

Charity & rubbish removal
Vacate deceased estates
De-cluttering your space
Fully supervised move

55+ Moving Specialists
Call Lisa Doobov-Oshlack

1300 435 763

www.movingon.com.au
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE

FLAT TO RENT

B’NAI B’RITH RETIREMENT VILLAGES

CREMORNE - modern, beautifully

LTD. KADIMAH GARDENS AT

appointed two bedroom flat, fully

WAHROONGA. Very affordable living for

furnished, from the 31st of December 2017

over 55’s with independent lifestyle. Fully
refurbished 1 bedroom Units available.

till the 15th of September 2018.
Contact Debbie Morley 0420 278 378

Emergency monitored Vital Call system
in all units. On-site non-resident Village

BARGAIN BAZAAR CHARITY SHOP

Manager & Property Manager.

A B’NAI B’RITH VOLUNTEER PROJECT

Enquiries Office 9489 5670 or

WE COLLECT household items,

Warwick 0426 123 122, www.bbrv.org.au

clothing and furniture. Call us if you are:

B’NAI B’RITH RETIREMENT VILLAGES

-moving to aged care, -selling up/

LTD. PRINCESS GARDENS AT ROSE

downsizing, -decluttering, -attending

BAY. Very affordable living for over 55s,

to a deceased estate. All our proceeds

with independent lifestyle.

go to support local and Jewish charities.

Emergency call-system in all Units.

New volunteers welcome

Enquiries: Yvonne 0419 149 602 or

Contact Robert Kohn on 0413 676 963

Michael: 9371 2631 www.bbrv.org.au

or Brian Gold 0412 397 319

ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
A selection of 1, 2 & 3 fully furnished

SHIBUMI DOG MINDING

bedroom apartments to let for short or

HOME AWAY FROM HOME DOG

long term periods in Eastern Suburbs.

MINDING Don’t put your dog in a

Contact Marlene 0420 947 207

concrete run when you go on holiday.

or ryan.marlene74@gmail.com

We offer a large lawn garden.

JERUSALEM CITY CENTRE

All dogs sleep inside where they

Two bedroom. 2 bathroom airconditioned

get lots of pats and cuddles.

penthouse, serviced daily in Kosher

Collection and delivery available.

apartment hotel. From US$80 daily.

Call Sheryl for more details on

Email: Robert@simonsboiler.com.au or

4883 7134 / 0410 536 75

mobile 0418 230 118

WANTED TO BUY

CARER AVAILABLE
EXPERIENCED FEMALE seeks live-in
position 5 days a week (neg). Excellent

BUYING ALL
DECEASED ESTATES
FURNITURE, CHINA, LINEN ETC.
Call May 0412 270 947.

reference. Please call 0414 710 458
The Australian Jewish News takes no responsibility for the bona fides of the advertisers.

OBITUARY

Email 500-word obituaries together with a
photograph to sdesiatnik@jewishnews.net.au

A long life lived of
love and success

S

ophie was born in Harbin, China on
March 6, 1916 to Rebecca and Velvel
Klarer. Her sister, Flora, followed five
years later.
Rebecca from the Caucasus, and Velvel
from Odessa, met and married in Harbin.
Velvel was successful in business, so Sophie
grew up in a privileged household.
She met Mark Sakker at kindergarten and
they were inseparable for the next 72 years.
They graduated at school and dental college
together, moved to the British Concession
in Tianjin where they were married. Their
son Samuel was born in 1937 and daughter
Rachelle (Shelly) in 1943.
Japanese expansion and WWII made
life difficult, but Jews in Tianjin were left
in peace. The end of the war brought the
chaotic rule of the Chinese Nationalist
Government which was followed by the
Communist takeover in 1949.
European expats were leaving China, and
migration to Israel or Australia was set in
motion. Sophie’s mother died in 1948 so her
father joined her in Tianjin.
In 1950, at the height of the Korean War
in which China was a major participant,
Sophie’s father and Mark were accused
of being American spies, and were jailed.
This was a common ploy of the Chinese
authorities to strip all assets of departing
Europeans. Sophie had to not only support
them but negotiate their release under
dangerous circumstances.
The family arrived in Australia on
September 5, 1952 with clothes, some
furniture and $50. Friends arranged
accommodation at a boarding house in
Kirribilli. The landlady, Mrs Rosen, a dour
Scot, took pity on Sophie who had no
domestic skills. She taught Sophie to cook,
clean, wash, iron and all else needed to keep
house.
Australia did not recognise their dental
qualifications. Mark spent seven years on
an assembly line making motors for Crosley
Shelvador refrigerators. Sophie worked
for more than 10 years in a jewellery boxmaking factory as well as taking in a boarder
and looking after everyone. In addition they
both attended night school to requalify for a

CLASSIFIED
& TRADE AD

OPPORTUNITIES

Sophie Sakker
1916 – 2017
dental course that they were instrumental in
establishing.
Years went by and they became
financially secure. Grandchildren James and
Robert were followed by David and John,
delighting Sophie and Mark. Yael, Samuel
and their cousin Ben arrived in the 1980s,
bringing them further joy in their retirement.
Life was also enriched by Flora and Bob
spending six months of each year in Sydney.
Mark’s health declined and he died
in 1992. Sophie managed her affairs, was
invaluable in helping her family and took
up bridge, which she continued to play to
almost the end.
Sophie loved to cook and hosted up to
20 people at Passover and Rosh Hashanah
dinners well into her nineties. She loved
clothes, had a good eye for fashion and
always looked elegant. She continued to
live in her own home and looked after
her and her sister’s affairs, treasuring her
independence.
On her 100th birthday, Sophie developed
a chest infection, heart failure and was no
longer able to manage at home. She died 12
months later at Killara Gardens.
Written by Samuel Sakker
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DEATH

DEATH

Hetti Penn

With deepest sorrow we announce the passing of

Late of Montefiore Homes, Randwick.

Maxynn Fagen (nee May)

Previously of Darling Point Road, Darling Point.

on September 29th, 2017

Passed away peacefully on 23 September, 2017.

Beloved wife of Gary
Loving mother and mother in-law of
Adam and Rowena, Hayley, Jorja and Chris
Grandmother of Sera, Zoey, Poppy
Sister and sister-in-law of Daniel and Noelene, Quentin and Kai

Aged 93.
Much loved mother of Robert, Lois & Jonathan.
Loving mother-in-law to Di, John (dec) & Robyn.
Loving grandmother of Jenni, Sam, Morgan, Joseph,
Mitchell, Finley and Alex.
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Forever in our hearts.

She will be greatly missed and always loved.

DEATH

DEATH

BASJA LEVY
Passed away peacefully on 28 September, 2017
Aged 105 years
Loved and loving wife of Hans (dec)
Adored mother and mother-in-law of George & Rachelle and Alan
Cherished grandmother of Joshua and Daniel
Loving sister to Aron (dec) & Moses (dec), Norman & Joseph Hoffmann

It is with deepest sadness that we announce the passing of

HARRY ROSENTHAL
on 2nd October, 2017.
Dearly loved husband of 54 years of Fae
Loved and devoted father of Mark and Fiona
Loved and respected father-in-law of Melanie and Aaron
Devoted grandfather of Jay, Mitchell, Daniel, Claire and Jessie

Adored Aunty Basja of Paul, Ricky and Baruch

Forever in our hearts

A woman of worth and a wonderful friend to all who knew her

G.R.H.D.S.

When you make
your will please
consider a
bequest to

H. JoHnson & Co
MonuMental
Masons

*

EstablishEd 1922

We service all Cemeteries.

Unit 1/6-8, Greenfield st, Botany

tel 9666 9007 Mobile 0418 254 692
Experts in renovations, cleaning & repairing

Binstock & Sons
Memorials
I

Founding Member of

OBITUARIES
The AJN accepts contributions from
readers for publication.
Please submit a 500-word life story
together with a photograph to
shaned@jewishnews.net.au.

Helping

the Jewish Community
celebrate the life and
memories of a loved one
Village Functions at Rookwood offers
elegant function rooms and boasts a
menu that reflects the religious and
cultural dietary needs of our clients.
Hawthorne Avenue, Rookwood NSW 2141
P 02 8575 8100 F 02 9764 2689
/RookwoodCemetery
W rookwoodcemetery.com.au

Jewish MeMorials & renovations
additional inscriptions
speak to us today
for a free no obligation quote
michael@binstock.com.au
29 Richmond Rd Homebush West
0418-643-452 | 9746-7696

www.binstock.com.au

.r,:1n
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MonuMental Masons
serving the Jewish coMMunity
for over 50 years

www.h-johnson.com.au
enquiries@h-johnson.com.au

onumental Masons• Association
of New South Wales Inc.

Nft)"ip

SYDNEY
CHEVRA KADISHA
The only Jewish Burial Society
in Sydney - Started 1817

FUNERAL ENQUIRIES
& ARRANGEMENTS
CALL 9363 2248
Cremations are strictly prohibited under Jewish law.
The Sydney Chevra Kadisha alone provides services
according to Jewish Halacha and tradition

CNR. OXFORD & WALLIS STREETS, WOOLLAHRA
Email: info@chevrakadishasydney.com
www.chevrakadishasydney.com

Please make a donation
in memory of your loved one
to Cancer Council NSW,
and give the gift of hope
for generations to come.
For more information please contact 1300 780 113
or visit cancercouncil.com.au/inmemory

Cancer
Council
NSW

I

30

AJN

OCTOBER 6, 2017
TISHREI 16, 5778

SPORT
CYCLING

SPORTS
WRAP

Israeli legend visits
ISRAELI mountain bike legend and current national team coach
Dror Pekatch (pictured with young Sydney cyclist Brayden
Bloch) visited Australia last month for the World Mountain Bike
Championships and to join Maccabi Cycling members in Sydney
and Melbourne for early morning rides.
Dror shared cycling tips and talked about exciting times
ahead for Israeli cycling, including the Bike4all program for
underprivileged children, the construction of a velodrome and the
first three stages of the 2018 Giro d’Italia confirmed to be held in
Israel, including a time-trial with backdrop of Jerusalem’s Old City.

Around the grounds with
Shane Desiatnik
joint winners of the President’s award.
Futeran was recognised for his
commitment to fundraising and
management of the Maccabiah
junior netball team, while Opit was
acknowledged for the many hours
spent working behind the scenes for
the club.

breaststroke, in which he posted a
personal best time of 29.45 seconds.
That time was just 0.12 of a second
behind NSW representative Finn
O’Connor, who won bronze.
Negri beat his seed time in two
other events – the 50m freestyle and
the 100m freestyle.

SWIMMING

LAWN BOWLS

NETBALL

Medals for their
states

MACCABI NSW Netball Club held its
2017 presentation night last month
following another successful winter
season in which 10 of its teams made
grand finals, with Maccabi 11 going on
to become Northern Suburbs premiers
in grade 14G, and Maccabi 11 White
winning the Randwick competition in
the 11 years third division.
Team of the Year went to the club’s
Maccabiah Games Australian squad
members who helped win gold medals
in Israel, including seniors Taryn
Levin and Dani Drutman, and juniors
Mia Futeran, Georgia Strasser, Gina
Seligsohn, Tayla Cohen, Yasmin Halas,
Taye Miller, Goldie Karp and Shai Stern.
Maccabi 11 White was named
runners-up.
The most outstanding junior
player award went to Romy Lapidge,
while Taryin Levin was the senior
award winner.
Max Futeran and Sally Opit were

TWO Jewish swimmers were among
the medallists at the Swimming
Australia 2017 Short Course State
Teams Championships, held from
September 22-24 in Canberra.
NSW representative Maya Murphy
competed in three events, with her
best result being a silver medal in the
15-16 girls 100m backstroke.
Murphy, 16, touched the wall in
1:01.31, just 0.39 of a second behind
Victoria’s Gabri Peiniger.
She came fourth in the 50m
backstroke with a personal best time
of 28.79 seconds, and finished seventh
in the 200m backstroke.
NSW came first in the 15-16 girls
division, with the overall event winners
being Queensland.
Dante Negri, 17, represented
Victoria in seven different events, in
backstroke, butterfly, freestyle and
breaststroke.
His best result was a bronze medal
in the 16-17 boys 4x100m freestyle
relay, followed by fourth place finishes
in the 50m backstroke and 50m

MORE than 20 teams contested the
2017 Maccabi Open Triples tournament
held at Double Bay Bowling Club on
September 24, with bowlers coming
from clubs including Diamond Bay,
Manly, Fairy Meadow, Gordon and
Belrose.
The winning team was skippered by
Jeff Shaw from Manly Bowling Club.
Second place went to the team
comprising Les Brem, Gerald Raichman
and Arnold Javin.
Third place went to John Wineberg,
George Sofer and Gus Franco.
The event was made possible
through sponsorship by Michael Glick.
Meanwhile, John Rosen and Barry
Brickman were selected to represent
RSL Zone 1 in the annual RSL Sydney
Fours tournament in Engadine.
Ros Silber skipped a team that were
runners-up in the St Ives Major Triples
final, won by Fred Alexander, and will
be competing in the St Ives Mixed
Triples finals next week.
Brandon Conway and Cedric Amoils
won the recent Double Bay Drawn Pairs
title, while Jan Frape was victorious in
the Double Bay minor singles final.

Maccabi NSW Netball Club Team of the
Year members on presentation night.

Presentation night
winners

FOOTBALL

Girls shine at state titles
SHANE DESIATNIK

FIVE former Maccabi juniors
helped Metro East representative
teams finish in the top four at the
Football NSW girls state championships in Mudgee last week, with
one player, Erin Gordon, earning
selection in the NSW team for the
Pacific School Games.
Erin, who played centre-back,
formed a solid combination for
the Metro East U12s with Lila
Greenberg and Sophie and Roni
Goldman, with the team finishing second to the Newcastle
Emerging Jets with five wins,
three draws and only one loss.
The girls carried great individual form into the tournament,
with Lila and Roni playing well
for CIS at the recent Primary
School Sport Association (PSSA)
championships, and Erin playing
outstandingly for Sydney Coastal
Region, whom she captained.
Lexi Fleisher played for the
Metro East U14s in Mudgee,
who came fourth out of nine
teams by posting five wins, one
draw and two losses.
Erin’s selection in NSW’s
girls football team for the Pacific
School Games, to be held in

Triples proves popular

Metro East representatives (from left)
Sophie Goldman, Erin Gordon, Lila
Greenberg, Roni Goldman and Lexi
Fleisher at the state championships.

Adelaide in December, tops off
a brilliant 2017 for the Bellevue
Hill Public School year 6 student.
She was voted U13s Player
of the Year for NSW Women’s
Premier League club the North
Shore Mariners, played for Eastern
Suburbs District at the PSSA
regional championships, and was
voted most valuable player for
Hakoah U12s girls futsal team.
“I was so happy to be named in
the NSW team, it was awesome.
“The level of football and
training is more challenging.
“I’ve learned to read the game
very well, to use my speed, and I
can kick with either foot.”
Erin said she hopes to play in
the W-League one day.

SCOREBOARD

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------NETBALL

Maccabi Social Mixed Netball Club
(Season 2, Round 5)
Sydney Schvitz 32 beat Mensch Warmers 20;
Kim Jong Kather Un 28 beat Still Da Beth’d
19; Hoops I Did It Again 28 beat Net Club
24; Hannah’s Team 16 beat Sweatball 10;
The Early Shooters 15 beat Victorious Secret
10; Bibi Netballyahu 2.0 15 beat Netballin
5; Kim Jong Unbeatable 18 beat Pivot To Me
Baby 16; Nets Top Models 16 beat Raptors
6; Dubsteppers 26 beat Matzah Ballers 11.

BASKETBALL

MEN
City of Sydney competition Premier
League (round 6):
Maccabi Lakers beat Saints 89-81 (top
pointscorer: Barry Dubovsky, 28 pts), position: 4th; Division 1 (round 6): Maccabi
Kings lost 50-59 to the Blue Tongues (top
pointscorer: Alex Baroukh, 21 pts), position: 10th; Division 4B (round 4): Maccabi
Yesterday’s Heroes lost 34-42 to Semipro Pacers (top pointscorer: David Kahn,

17 pts), position: 1st; Division 4C (round
4): Maccabi Benny’s Ball beat Inner City
Hawks 18-10 (top pointscorer: Justin
Goldberg, 7 pts), position: 5th.
BOYS
City of Sydney competition (round 4):
U12 Division 2: Maccabi United lost 1534 to the All Blacks, position: 4th; U14s
Division 2: Maccabi Warriors beat NAB
Redbacks 29-21, position: 8th; U16 Division 2: Maccabi Kings had a bye, position: 9th; U16s Division 3: Maccabi Bears

beat Ballerz 29-18, position: 6th.
GIRLS
City of Sydney competition (round 4) U14s Division 1: Maccabi Mercury had a
bye, position: 3rd; (round 3) U18s Division
2: MaccabiHeat beat the All Blacks 20-0,
position: 6th.

TENPIN BOWLING

Maccabi NSW season 2 (round 10):
Knight Rider beat Planetterars 2-1 (highest score: 153 by Danny Hough); Carpet

Munchers beat Jake-Amelia Michal 2-1
(highest score: 173 by Zvika Charlupski);
Roosters/Eagles beat Rolling Stones 3-0
(highest score: 223 by Ronnie Lang);
Blue Heelers beat Schmootz 2-1 (highest
score: 156 by Michael Eisenstein); Ring of
Fire beat Ball Bags 3-0 (forfeit); 2 More
VB’s beat Mean Machine 3-0 (highest
score: 234 by Peter Jablonka.
Ladder – top three teams: Blue Heelers
(62), 2 More VB’s (57), Roosters/Eagles
(54).

®

•

•••

NOW IN BONDI

•

Our classes are designed to give boys and girls confidence,
coordination and creativity in a safe, professional environment.
With a major emphasis on FUN, our classes will be the
highlight of your child’s week.

®

•••

A one hour combo class in Jazz, Hip Hop, Tap,
Music and Singing for boys and girls ages 2-5 years.
At the Hugh Bamford Reserve Hall, North Bondi

.

•••

Contact : Nikole@jazzfactory.com.au | Website : www.jazzfactory.com.au | Phone : 0412 100 537
Term 4 begins Monday October 9th 2017 | Classes Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:45 am and Friday 3:30pm

~
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Sela walks mid-match for Yom Kippur
AJN STAFF
ISR AELI tennis player Dudi Sela
was only one set away from reaching his first ATP Tour semifinal
in nine months when he stopped
playing and walked off court ahead
of Yom Kippur.
Sela, who is ranked 77th in the
world and is supported by hundreds of Jewish fans when he plays
at the Australian Open every year,
was playing in China’s Shenzhen
Open last Friday.
His
quarterfinal
against
Alexandr Dolgopolov was hanging
in the balance at one set all when
Sela decided he had to leave because

sunset was approaching and Kol
Nidrei was beginning.
Sela had asked for his match to
be moved to an earlier start time
to avoid the Yom Kippur clash, but
the request was denied.
Reaching the semifinals would
have earned Sela an additional
$12,000 to the almost $30,000
he had already guaranteed himself
by advancing to the last eight.
It also cost him at least 45
ranking points, and of course the
chance to go even further in the
tournament.
Sela took the decision out of
reverence to Israel and its customs
not because he is religious, accord-

TRIATHLON AGE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

ing to his brother Ofer Sela. “Dudi
is not a believer and I will tell
you here that he’s not accustomed
to fasting on Yom Kippur,” the
brother wrote on Facebook.
Ofer Sela, himself a former tennis star, added: “He did not have
to retire but he did it anyway. Not
for anyone, not for fear of anyone,
not because he was asked to do so
and not to please.
“He did so only because he
respects Yom Kippur and the
country he represents every time
he is called to the flag.”
The Israel Tennis Association
expressed “appreciation for Dudi
and for his personal sacrifice”,

and said that his action will be a
source of “pride for Israeli tennis
all through the year”.
Sela wasn’t the only Jewish
sportsperson to avoid a Yom
Kippur clash.
Omri Casspi, the first Israeli
to play in the National Basketball
Association, missed his preseason opener with the Golden State
Warriors because it took place on
Yom Kippur.
The Warriors, with whom
Casspi signed a one-year deal in
July, played Saturday against the
Denver Nuggets.
Golden State head coach Steve
Kerr said Casspi had his “full sup-

port” to sit out the holiest day on
the Jewish calendar.
“Whatever each person needs to
do, obviously we afford them that
right,” Kerr said.
“It’s an important holiday
for people of the Jewish faith.
Obviously, Omri has our full support, and we’ll see him tomorrow.”
Casspi will make his debut with
the championship team next week
when the Warriors play two exhibition games against the Minnesota
Timberwolves in China.
Casspi also missed media day
in 2009 with Sacramento Kings
in his first year in the NBA due to
Yom Kippur.

CANOE SLALOM

Rifkin’s impressive Fox fights back at worlds
debut in Holland
SHANE DESIATNIK

SHANE DESIATNIK
A BRILLIANT swim and a solid
run in Rotterdam last month
helped Sydney’s Daniel Rifkin
shave 10 minutes off his personal best time to finish his first
ITU Triathlon Age Group World
Championships in two hours, 13
minutes and 16 seconds.
It was enough for Rifkin –
who only switched from swimming to triathlon 10 months
ago in time to win silver at the
Maccabiah Games – to secure
61st place out of 118 in the men’s
30-34 category.
The 31-year-old told The AJN
last week from Holland he is
happy with the result, but knows
he needs to work on cycling.
“It was an epic experience with
the whole atmosphere on the
urban course around Rotterdam
port, there was a very close field,
and another five-minute drop
would have equalled 30th place,”
Rifkin said.
His highlight was finishing
the 1.5km swim leg in just 20
minutes and 10 seconds – the
fastest time in one of two waves
of 60 competitors.
“My run was great too [37

The
Shabbat
Project
I

KEEPING IT TOGETHER

Triathlete Daniel Rifkin.

minutes and 54 seconds], but I
lost ground on the bike leg.
“It was a very technical course
on a wet surface, and I have huge
respect for the skill of my competitors – the speed they took
corners on was just so impressive.
“I believe there’s another
10-minute drop within me and
I look forward to getting back
into training in a few weeks for
the start of qualifiers for the 2018
worlds, which will be held in the
Gold Coast.”
His father, Julian, also competed at the world championships
in the men’s 60-64 age group,
finishing 73rd.

SYDNEY’S Jessica Fox turned
disappointment into triumph at
the ICF Canoe Slalom World
Championships in France last
weekend, bouncing back from the
shock of missing out on a medal
in the women’s C1 (single canoe)
by winning the K1 (single kayak)
final by a massive 4.62 seconds.
Having won the last three women’s C1 world titles, Fox was left
gutted on Saturday after accruing
six seconds in penalties to finish
sixth in the C1 final, won by
Britain’s Mallory Franklin.
“It started really well, and then
I got a touch on 11, and then 12,
and that kind of rattled me a bit,”
Fox said.
“I never thought I was unbeatable, I knew these Worlds would
be hard.”
But just 24 hours later the twotime Olympic Games medallist,
having qualified for the women’s
K1 final in 10th place, threw all
caution to the wind to post a lightning quick time of 97.14 seconds,
which proved unbeatable.
Remarkably, she did not make
a single error on the tricky Pau
course during her impressive display of power paddling.
Slovakia’s Jana Dukatova finished in 101.76, while Germany’s

Jessica Fox after winning the women’s K1 at the 2017 Canoe Slalom World
Championships in Pau, France last Sunday. 
Photo: Balint Vekassy/ICF

Ricarda Funk came third in
102.62.
“This one is really special,” Fox,
23, said.
“Yesterday [the C1 final] was
really disappointing, exhausting
and draining, and I knew I had to
come back today with a fresh start.
“I’m really proud of that race
because I feel like I attacked it the
way I wanted to.”
“After the [Rio] Olympics, I
was really pleased and proud to
win the bronze, but I was a little
bit frustrated.
“So to come back this year to
Pau, to deliver a really sweet run
after some disappointments here
in the past few years, it’s really

awesome. I’m just so happy right
now.”
In the teams events, Jessica
teamed up with her younger sister
Noemie and also Ros Lawrence
to win silver in the women’s C1,
while Jessica joined forces with
Lawrence and Kate Eckhardt to
win bronze in the women’s K1.
Noemie, who also competed
in the C1 individual event and
made the semi-finals, said the team
executed well when it counted

most.
“We held it together and we
were clean, which was very important,” Noemie, 19, said.
“It was just so much fun to be
out there.”
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Sela walks mid-match
for Yom Kippur
ISRAELI tennis player Dudi Sela (pictured at the Australian Open this
year) was only one set away from reaching his first ATP Tour semifinal
in nine months when he stopped playing and walked off court ahead
of Yom Kippur. Sela had asked for his quarterfinal match in China’s
Shenzhen Open to be moved forward, but when it wasn’t he felt that
Full story: Page 31
he had no choice.
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Chag
Sameach

Wishing Everyone A
Happy & Prosperous
New Year

Contact Elliott Placks
0402149917
eplacks@raywhite.com

raywhitedoublebay.com

LOOKING FOR YOUR DREAM HOME?
ARE YOU FRUSTRATED IN YOUR SEARCH?

Call 0414 74 74 88

NEW CARS

Mazda CX3/5 – Honda HRV
Hyundai Tucson – Lexus NX
BMW X Range – VW Tiguan
L/Rover Discovery
I sell them all and MORE!

Did you know... My FREE personalised service will find
you the Lowest Price Guaranteed on your NEW CAR...

OR I’LL GIVE YOU $100 CASH BACK!

Lic.No. MD30346

161 Military Rd Dover Heights (cnr Blake St) | sol@carfindsolutions.com.au | www.carfindsolutions.com.au

New properties are coming up for sale in
Chatswood, Neutral Bay and Mosman.
For more information, call me today.

A buyer's agent from Cohen Handlu an help you get the right property at the right price with close to 250 transactions in thisyNr alone aided by ourunparalli!led a.ca!SS to off-markg_

Home Property Agents is a family owned,
independent agency, servicing Sydney for the past
25 years. I look forward to speaking with you soon.

and pre-marlcet properties. we can help you get your drea.m home.
Save time and money with a Cohen Handler Buyer's Agent

COHEN HANDLER BUYER'S AGENTS
,.,.,.,ris't ,,,.,-,l,r,.ttbri1•t,rin

Anthony Somlai

0401 848 494

1/211 Ben Boyd Road, Neutral Bay NSW 2089 PH: 9953 9088

FRED CREATES A MARRIAGE
OF HOMEOWNERS AND
BUYERS
Ring Fred Small 0434 449 892

Beyond the expected"

Sol Silver
says...

Thinking of purchasing
another investment property?

Areyou tired ofdealing with underquoting?
Unable to find the right home?
Time poor?
Searr:hing fi,r a long time with no success?
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